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“Achievements pelq on Diliqence and Inquipq”

Leng Bingchuan's Black-and-White Graphic Works

Yuan Yunfu

The distinctness of Leng Bingchuan's art comes out of
his own perception of life and conception of aesthetic.
Each of his works Is carefully created with his heart and
soul, full of energy and meanings as the life of a youth,
and pursuing the true, the good, and the beautiful.
With the appropriate use of his special form of
representation, his art works seem like live objects that
can speak by themselves. The knife and ink in his skillful
hand produce the pictures in black white contrast, with
a vast horizon in a small frame, containing traditional
and modern experiences of art, and expressing his own
spirit and reflections.

This is the third article | have written about his works.
In the past ten years or less, Bingchuan has learned a
great deal both at home and abroad, not only from folk
customs and native culture but also from Western
Renaissance and modern culture. As everyone acquires
his knowledge through a process from the simple to
the complicate, Bingchuan goes all the way through
and tries ceaselessly to extract the essential from mass
materials. Zhang Heng, a great scientist of the Han
Dynasty, once said, "Achievements rely on diligence and
inquiry”, which means that only diligence Is not enough
and one must continuously make inquiries If he wants

to have achievements. Indeed, Bingchuan's specific

conception of art resulted from his continuous inquiries.
And it Is this Ehat takes his audience. His teacher Jaime
Aymar writes, © We may fall unconsciously into the
emotional whirlpools articulated elaborately by the artist,
forgetting ourselves.” Bingchuan is not an impromptu
artist, venting his feelings just for a moment. He always
seeks for new discoveries and new existence in a peaceful
mood that may affect our own. What a good mood he
has! Indeed, all his works — from “Black-and-White
Decorative Pictures”, “lllustrations”, and the series of
“South of the River” to those he created abroad, such
as the "24 Solar Terms”™ (The Beginning of Spring, Rain
Water, The Wakening of Insects, Vernal Equinox, Pure
Brightness,Grain Rain, The Beginning of Summer, Lesser
Fullness of Grain, Grain in Beard, The Summer Solstice,
Lesser Heat, Great Heat, The beginning of Autumn,
The Limit of Heat, White Dew, Autumnal Equinox, Cold
Dew, Frost’'s Descent, The Beginning of Winter, Lesser
Snow, Great Snow, The Winter Solstice, Lesser Cold,
Great Cold), The Van Gogh Series (I-X), the Spain Series,
and the “East of the River”, “Birds in Spring and Insects
in Autumn”, “Cherry Red”, “Distant Thunder”, “"The
Inner Scene”, etc. — manifest that he has produced

them with great efforts and elaborations, which exemplify

his persistent and serious attitude towards art. What Is

Preface
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most impressive of Bingchuan iIs that during his study
abroad he can assimilate the essence of European
tradition, particularly the humanist spirit of the
Renaissance, the conception of harmony between man
and nature, the new relation of time and space, and
the multiform representations, all of which are embodied
and resounded implicitly or explicitly in his works.
However, his works of art continue to have his distinctive
personal style, expressing a native complex quite familiar
to me, that iIs, a style which seems cold and detached
but full of passion and freedom characteristic of his
nativeland. In the past years, although he sometimes
made detours In his practice of art, he would soon finad
his familiar way and come back home. | remember that
he sent me quite a few letters and pictures of his oll-
painting exercises while he was studying in Holland,
put | did not give him any response, for | wfas uncertain
of his change in style and did not want to criticize him
prematurely on his adhering to the Western "modern”.
| always believe that “the modern” is not a privilege of
the West, and artists of the East should also take up
the task of developing towards the modern. Of course,
one does not necessarily stick to his old tradition while

studying abroad; rather, he should judge and then

assimilate what i1s good of others by way of comparison

through his personal experiences. To follow a teacher's
Instructions passively only leads to subjugation, but
never to true cognition. In fact, Leng Bingchuan has an
unusual sense of differentiation, which is clear not only
In his creative works, but also in his self-conscious
comparison between Chinese art and Western art. His
artistic sensibility comes from his personal practice and
experience. And his new works clearly demonstrate his

self-confidence and his pursuit of independence.

Leng Bingchuan's name is somewhat like his character
— “Leng Bingchuan” literally means in Chinese “the cold
olacier”. He looks cold and quiet in appearance but
warm and enthusiastic in heart. He is strongly built and
seems never to feel fatigue in his art creations. He might
be compared to a dormant volcano in winter in the
wasteland, seemingly tranquil but with strong internal
passionate feelings. And sometimes he sparkles as a
meteor, his eyes shining with wisdom. All these are
significant to his lyrical, elegant and implicit artistic style.
And | believe that he will make further breakthroughs

and scale a new height from the new start.

Beijing, October 11, 1998

Preface




CNEAES), ASREWART (F)

RKNEBE o giaffj 1
S P 7
R L SR 2
BRI e 3
B 8 e s 4
T BB oo 5
B BB e 6
T BB e 7
M e 8
S B 0
R - [ 10
A '|%£ .................................................. 17
R EF K e, 12
B e, 13
B B e 14
N B s 15
K M e, 16
FREWTAD 17
T RHIME oo, 18
e ‘% .................................................. 10
R AR e 20
IINBEZT e, 27
- - S —— 23
B ERREE 24
K BB e 25
B e, 20
R 27
i G N 28

B B e 20
B JLFETE oo 30

B T e, L 37
BT E .. N enm e ————_ 32
51/ G >SS 33
R e 34
=308 B e 35
A —— B e, 36
BN BRAEF 37
ST o 38
1)\ BEAR e 39
BB oo, 40
| BB e, 41
INE BE 42
AE—REOMENGEO 43
R M e 44
BB o 45
A B e, 46
M —IKAUBYE oo 47
B W70 e, 48
TEBE— R oo 49
SRR 50
INE B e 51
A RN 52
BE—FE e, RRRTRT 53
INE—— e 54
RFE—HW o, 55
B BER e 56
B T e 57

x

oK

'fgﬁﬁi: %Tﬁ_] ............................... 53
BAHEEE 2 ..onsnsovsnsvasssmassnssssnsansssmans 50
PO T B o e, 60
PO T B 2 e 61
B B R 2 e 62
BERINZI 63
BMEEREINZIN oo 64
BIT B oo v scmmiosn e nis b smmmasins 65

= R 68
B 2 e, 60

£ = 73
1/ O 74
U B e, 75
T B i s s s 76
TL BT oo iieeie e snemen sas s ase s en 77
I = T 78
= A . 70
INBINBIRIERE L So
{E b ML g 5

—RAR KN RE

B EFic ... (KL 87




CONTENTS

"Achievements Rely on Diligence and Inquiry " (Preface) Little Peach Red ... 27
—Leng Bingchuan's Black-and-White Graphic Works Red Cherry and Green Banana .................ccccoovvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinil, 22
___________________________________________________________________________________ Yivarr Vit Green DEW ........ .o 23
Awakening in a Frosted Night ... 24
Balada ..o p PUURUIITIT FIOBE - 40 10w o s v s i e s i b s .. 25
NIght WINd oo o 5 Birds in Spring, Insects in AUtUMIN ..o 20
Scenery of BIack BerTies .....oovr oo 3 R T e e o A S T e e 27
WHIIE PRBS & s s s s i s i i s i . i 5 4 Drifting SONES .o 28
Distant TAUNAET ......voe e 5 Banana inthe Rain ... 20
Charming EVeS .....ooovvvveeeeeeei . e 6 LOVBLY' BUEE <. vavams srsusmmis ismens ps sponio scomsn S i RS AR, 30
Dew on Bamboo...........cc.ccveeenn.... T T T A 7 Enjoy the Charm of Plum Blossom ...............cccooiviiiieiiicn, 31
Fluting in a Cold Night Under Plum Trees ..................... e S
SINg N the NIght ..o 0 The Beginning of Spring — Blossoming and Withering Flowers ... 32
ElOBANCE ..t 10 Rain Water — Cold Fragrance ...............cccccvviieniiiiiiicinin, 33
EXQUISItE FEEINGS «ovvvvvee e ST /" The Waking of Insects — Listening to the Flute ........................ 34
The Wind Brings Fragrance of Wild Water ................. U 12 The Spring Equinox — Full Moon ..........ccoooeeiviiiiiiii . 35
Drunk Butterflies ..........coooveeeeeeeeieiie, _— 13 Pure Brightness — Lunar EClipSe ...........ccoovviiviiiiiiiiiiienn 30
Dream of SPriNg ..o 14 Grain Rain —Dark Plum ..., 37
Leisure Time in SUMMEE ... vvveeeeee e /5 The Beginning of Summer — Splendid Attire ..............cc..cocoeu. 38
MUTMUMNG SONES ©.eoee e 16 Graify Full — Misted EYes ... .ossummsmmimsio immrmmmsmsmsm 30
Where the Pipe StOPS ......oooeeeeeee oo R Grain in Ear — Love Songs, Love Stories ...........ccccevevnieeiennn, 40
JUICY MOOT .o TR /8 The Summer Solstice — Night is Coming .........cccceceevvvevrinnnnn.., 41
Ponder Shadow ...........ooviiiiiieee e 19 Slight Heat — Still Moon ..., 42
Dying Night .....ooooviiiriiiiii B 20 Great Heat — Flowery Wound of the Night ...............cccoce. 43
_ contents




The Beginning of Autumn — Catching Butterflies ..................... 44

The Limit of Heat — Rain of Stars ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei 45 Broken String ...ovveeee e o 05
White Dew — Cold Dew, Cool Breeze .......coooueeviiivineiiianinann. 46 God of Spring i 66
The Autumn Equinox — Mood of Narcissus.........ccoccvevveevinnnnn. 47 PRETCHLITTTEY e 0wt i i 4 s N S BRI PTTNG  ETE A S T B BASTRTR 67
Cold Dew — Broken String ........cooooiiviriiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeveeen, 48
RSES DESERM — BIBBRE ..o conms ssnnm wnsanimesiasisaessmmsis — 40 LAREININ ORI o s mssimnim s mas i i AR SRS S SR P 68
The Beginning of Winter — Late Autumn ......... VX T NS S— 50 Fragrance of Wild Flowers in Autumn Pond ..............ccoooevniennn. 60
Slight Snow — Fragrance of Wild FIOWErs .......oovvvviiviiiiiiiieninn, 57 Herald Spring in East Band of the River .....ocoovvviiiiiiiiiin, 70
ETERE SIMOW = DN . cmimsnss v s saimaionss socsiionss 5o s b bivaiis. o Hvis o2 o peis 52
The Winter Solstice — Scene of Wildness...........ccccoeiiiieiviininnnn. 53 Unused GreenMOUSE! . .ss v s o sxsomas ve s s sasn e yinsn s w5 o4 71
Slight Cold — RUSHING SNOW ..o 54 SIK BUHEITIES ...t 72
Great Cold — Drizzle ......ovvviiiiic e 55 Spread Songs ONe ANOTNEr ..ovv v e, 73

LISIENING 10 TG REIN oo s rvrwmos evasins cvmenunensswas s smemsimman spmsmss i o 74
LEERM 1 =WV VIO oo smmmns smminsaasms s seimesna s s saEsIamRa 56 INNEI SCENE ..o i T
Legend 11 — Traveling in the Night ..., 57 Lo U 76
LEGENA TIT ——DIIZZIE ..o et e e e 58 Agalloch EaBIEWOOT ... ..o e, 77

FIOWINE MOON .ottt 78
SPAIN T oottt e e et e e e e e e e e et e e e e 50 Quiet and Clear Night ... 79
SEA 1N SPAIN T ittt et s et et e eaae e e e e easneerseesenaes 60 Where are You Going,Little FISh? ... So
3727 B IR 115 0 01

A Grcénlmusv and the A]lcgorics of Heart
7 PR N (U T 62 — Reading Notes of Leng Bingchuan's Black-and-White Graphic Works
VI KGIRIEIT T v mitcswos cnaonrin Soommmetasesision st i i S e s ooy orrmrmmr B e eeu e RO G R SRR SR S SRR SN A hsisrs e o Feng Linshan 83
Van GOBN VIIL .....uiniiiie et e e e e s e s annns 04

contents







L LL LT T T T

- #
i

__J

”..F :
m
\

e

g




. 3
e I — - r
= i * 3 '. L
1'r:¢-*". ' 3 L -*1:..
- - . -
=

- r e W,

*

A ; . _}! [ i 1 )
il RN 17 (Tt G
] » vus dght (LA Th b iy
1 ) Wl . : . ; _" fjﬁ, ﬁ ""g:“ b Ml
‘ l' ll. folld a ) B \ N
L : ‘N? I i 'J Y *‘
T \.' l:' . -.:l _rl .

-
.-
s ol _’::'_‘ -2
y e ! "__:"r" :' " - ;-
E: - - r

Jh “.
L
-

-
- *‘-'_
g% ___"""‘

LGNS










L
|
L
Fi
1 -
| .J.l.c-rr..
A J
(]
!
S . . i
.,...,......._,,f,.._:..,_._h....;....ﬁ;., SURCINRAR o e ST -
L \ \ f
% )
] _. | ;n‘_ ,m.—__
A q .

N J_..”..,,,,_,_,_____,,,/f | / AR u/ \ f/ : 4

/. Y \ .._ | \ AT WU N T e ey bty mowt ek e T T T P, = =
__ LA :_. L ._._é.,ﬂ_____.__ﬁ T =
..r......L . \ ...._.....J........ " A 1 1 1 .__...__- 1 1 | ie 11t “._.__ 1 r...m_ ..._._..mu-._.-“.‘_...._..._—_..- _._.. 1 I 1 __.. \ | .‘
LA AN W\ _.......—..__.... i Yy / ....“__....._.. i TR A il 1115 B . LI LI _._.m-.__.- .r__..._ ¢ ... \it { ...,.“_. | .._.._”. 1 1 1 _ |
- rffl,.Wl. N M A N N \ ! \ _.__ —_ .__h."r.__..._,.._..,,E..,.;._"__v....“_ ._m__.__. _:___ | _._ 1 ,._____..”“___.._ _#.. _..,_.._.. . mm_
. e —— ML b mb g I LY 1 ._...L_...__*..._..._...,,.__._.__:.."__i.m_h_ ;.m_..; ._..mmw.,_r...,,..n_..._..._" it | .F_,._ ._F;_

_ | i _..._ | 11 ML 1
_,J_.__ Wil ﬂ_ 1! _._.. At M;. _._.__...
UL 1R

Wﬁ-_.__ﬂw._.ij_i i m

L
- — — T S .

- uH}: :

|
il | i
¥ opar f i ....._ N L ___ ...___t.:_H R { :__ 4 4 1 _ _w __HHE—*. E
b i, st ad s b g ....___:.:.L_ “ .2-.,,“.,...}_.1."-. _b....__.-..-__._».......ﬁ_._.,hr-__.__ ._Tm_m il __m . I .. " i . ... . ' H..E .F“ ng _F_Tu !
1 by ¥ W

|
siably gl LRI 1 AL ! H

_ __ 8/ &
L R 1 A /

L

| it ¥ _._ ’ it *,_
Rt i " _% I




et YL
...,1"_};'.';‘ o e :
ey Nt e Yoy j’l‘

i
e -~ Ha iy
C i g L 5 4

; ¥ '

1

o
L=
-
L

-
-
.
—
Lt

-

L

e

510




