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To display to the world the elegance and grace of a city through photos may be more expressive than with
writings. For such a city as Qingdao, her colorful beauty, her overwhelming enthusiasm, her pure and fresh tastes,
and her wonders and mysteries, can impress the readers most profoundly only when the most visual means are
employed.

Located on the southern coast of Shandong Peninsula, Qingdao is a city of economic importance and seaport, a
well-known cultural city with a long history and scenic spots of interest for tourists. The total area of Qingdao is
10,654 square kilometers and her population is 6.99 million. Jiaozhou Bay, like the grand bosom of the city, is filled
with resounding power of vitality. Laoshan and Zhushan Mountains, which are separated by the sea like two
reaching-out arms, extend friendly and enthusiastic greetings to the Pacific Ocean and the whole world. With sea on
three sides, with agreeable climate and beautiful scenery, Qingdao is endowed by nature with her gracious capacity
and broad vision allowing a great variety. Her unique history and culture have created her personality of making
endless attainments with honest and arduous efforts. This coastal and open city is one of the five major seaports in
China. Besides, Qingdao is one of the specially-listed cities in regard to state planning. The Qingdao Beach and
Laoshan Mountains have ranked top among the national scenic spots, because of which, Qingdao is among the 35
famous places of tourist interest in China.

The twenty years since China adopted the reform and opening policy are a period of time when Qingdao has
witnessed the fastest economic development, the greatest changes in urban image, and the people of Qingdao have
gained the greatest benefits. Excellent opportunities, rarely seen in history, have endowed Qingdao with wings to
fly forward. In the past twenty years, economy has been continuously increasing at high speed. Industrial structure
has been further improved. Investment within the city in terms of fixed assets has achieved remarkable scores.
Construction projects have brought about new urban appearances with each passing day. Social endeavors in
science and technology and education have made vigorous progress. The quality of life to the people of Qingdao,
both urban and rural, has outstandingly improved. With the continuous expansion of opening to the outside world,
Qingdao has greatly strengthened her capacity of radiation to both domestic and foreign markets. An all-round
opening pattern with multiple levels and wide ranges has taken shape.

Qingdao will enter the new century with her magnanimity, functioning in port trade, modern industry,
advanced agriculture, financial services, tourism and vacationing and oceanographic sciences. The city, in her new
and fresh image of socialist modernization with multi-function and civilized wealth, will rise in the east of the
world like the morning sun. Upon the coming of the exciting moment, we have selected the prize-winning
photographic works from the Exhibition of Projections of the Splendor of Qingdao into this album, aiming at
displaying the variety of colors of this city of vitality. We also hope that this album will serve as an invaluable

souvenir for the city of Qingdao in her vigorous march.
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Qingdao's basic‘tone of color is composed of jadeites. The natural landscape with
unique grace and the features of the melting of both oriental and occidental cultures have
rendered the city inexhaustible charm. The ancient but simple elegance and romantic
boldness are nicely combined, while the beauty and wonder of creation send off infinite
brilliance. The freshness, serenity and wetness have provided the city with abundant
implications. The scenic spots spreading all over the urban and rural areas have formed a
tourist pattern with rich variety of colors.

When speaking of Qingdao, people no longer use the traditional summary of "red
tiles and green trees with azure sea under the blue sky". From the strong modernized
emotional appeal of the city of jadeites, people have sensed the rising of a modern and

international city.
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