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an Brown was born on June 22,1964 in Ex-
eter,New Hampshire. He attended Phillips
Exeter A cademy and Ambherst College. After
college, he returned to Phillips Exeter to teach English.
Although a writer of commercial fiction,Brown’s in-
terest in the genfe arose fairly late in his life. He read his
first thriller,Sidney Sheldon’s Doomsday 'Conspiracy.after
he had graduated from college. This thriller,which Brown
stumbled upon* by accident,inspired him to work in
the same genre. Aside from Sheldon,Brown has said he
admires Robert Ludlum,for his ability to plot large-scale,
international thrillers ;John Steinbeck,for his descriptive
skills;and Shakespeare ,for his wordplay.
Brown grew up in a household in which religious
and academic topics were discussed openly—his mother
was a professional sacred musician and his father was a

math professor. This background provided Brown with the

stumble vi. BkBx 348 H & ;% 2 ;18K 5 L stumble upon 1% %4 18 3]
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| The Da Vinci Code

confidence to explore some of the complicated conflicts
that arise between religion and science. One of his early
novels , for exafnple,A ngels and Demons (2000) ,examines
the conflict between science and religion.

Another theme frequently addressed in Brown’s work
is the secret society. Brown has said that secret societies
hold a special fascination for him,having grown up in New
England ,where Ivy League universities,Masonic lodges,
and seats of governmental power all have their secret ritu-
als and mysterious elements. Two of Brown’s novels, Digital
Fortress (1996)and Deception Point (2001),deal with se-
cret governmental organizations.

Yet it was Brown’s novel The Da Vinci Code (2003) ,a
book that combines all three of these themes,that catapult-
ed Brown to celebrity. So staggering was its silccess that it
inspired readers to return to Brown’s earlier novels,belat-
edly putting them on the Veu Vorl Times bestseller list.

The idea for The Da Vinci Code ,a thriller that hinges
on a trail of clues hidden in the works of Leonardo Da
Vinci, first came to Brown while he was studying art histo-
ry in Spain and learned about hidden symbols in Da Vin-
ci’s paintings. While he was researching Angels and
Demons ,his first book ,which also has Robert Langdon as
the main character and which deals with another secret so-
ciety ,the Illuminati, Brown was confronted with Da Vinci
once again. He arranged to go to the Louvre ,where he saw
many of Da Vinci’s paintings and interviewed an art histo-

rian. Before writing The Da Vinci Code ,Brown spent a
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year researching Da Vinci and reading widely about cryptography and
symbology. He also studied up on,and interviewed members of, Opus
Dei,a controversial organization within the Catholic Church.

Brown considers himself a Christian and has said that the issues
that preoccupy the characters in The Da Vinci Code matter to him on
a personal level. He has repeatedly insisted that The Da Vinci Code
was meant to spark further discussion about the mission and place of
the Church,not to inspire denunciation® of the Church. Furthermore,
Brown does not claim that everything the characters discuss is the ab-
solute true. Nonetheless, his novel has been met with a spate of books
written by outraged Christians and Catholics, taking Brown to task for
his conception of everything from the Holy Grail to Mary Magdalene’s
relationship to Jesus to the validity of the noncanonical Gospels.
Brown has welcomed these debates,insisting that apathy is the enemy
of true faith and discussion is the lifeblood of any religion. Brown has
also received many letters of support from people inside the Church
who appreciate his work. He says that these supporters include nuns
who have thanked him for pointing out how ironic and painful it is
that even women who give up their lives to serve the Church are not
considered fit to serve behind the altar.

After the enormous success of his novels, Brown gave up teaching
and now focuses on his writing full time. His next novels will feature
Robert Langdon,the protagonist of Angels and Demons and The Da
Vinci Code.

*denunciation n. 57, 8%, 44 BXK e.g. a letter of denunciation L
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PLOT OVERVIEW

n the Louvre,a monk of Opus Dei named Silas appre-

hends Jacques Sauniere,the museum’s curator”,and de-

mands to know where the Holy Grail is. After Sauniere
tells him,Silas shoots him and leaves him to die. However,Sauniere
has lied to Silas about the Grail’s location. Realizing that he has only
a few minutes to live and that he must pass on his important secret,
Sauniére paints a pentacle on his stomach with his own blood,draws a
circle with his blood,and drags himself into the center of the circle,
recreating the position of Da Vinei’s Vitruvian Man. He also leaves a
code,a line of numbers,and two lines of text on the ground in invisi-
ble ink.

A police detective,Jerome Collet,calls Robert Langdon,the sto-
ry’s protagonist and a professor of symbology,and asks him to come to
the Louvre to try to interpret the scene. Langdon does not yet realize
that he himself is suspected of the murder.

After murdering Sauniére ,Silas calls the “Teacher” and tells him

that,azcording to Sauniére ,the keystone is in the Church of Saint-Su-

scuratorn. (B $48 HHEFH)RK, LA, F2%
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plice in Paris. The Teacher sends Silas there. Silas follows Sauniere’s
clues to the keystone’s location and discovers that he has been
tricked. In a fit of rage,he kills Sister Sandrine Bieil,the church’s
keeper and a scntrv* for the Priory of Sion. At the Louvre,langdon
meets Jerome Collet and Bezu Fache,the police captain,and realizes
that the two policemen suspect him of the murder.

Sophie Neveu,an agent of the department of cryptology and
Sauniere’s granddaughter, arrives at the crime scene and tells Langdon
that he must call the embassy. When Langdon calls the number So-
phie gave him,he reaches her answering service. The message warns
Langdon that he is in danger and should meet Sophie in the bathroom
at the Louvre.

In the bathroom,Sophie shows Langdon that Fache is noting his
movements with a tracking device. She throws the device out the win-
dow onto a passing truck, tricking the police into thinking that Lang-
don has escaped from the Louvre.

Sophie also tells Langdon that the last line in the secret mes-
sage, “P.S. Find Robert Langdon,” was her grandfather’s way of alert-
ing her:P.S. are the initials of her grandfather’s nickname for her,
Princess Sophie. Langdon thinks that P.S. might stand for Priory of
Sion,an ancient brotherhood devoted to the preservation of the pagan
goddess worship tradition,and to the maintenance of the secret that
Sauniere died protecting.

Langdon decodes the second and third lines in Sauniére’s mes-
sage: “Leonardo Da Vinci! The Mona Lisa! ” Sophie returns to the
paintings to look for another clue. The police have returned to the

Louvre as well,and they arrest Langdon. Sophie finds a key behind

*sentry n. K&, ¥ 2



