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PREFACE

The grand and solemn enthronement ceremony of the Eleventh Panchen
Erdeni Chos-kyi-rgyal-po was held on December 8, 1995 in bKra-shis-lhun-
po Monastery, the abode of Panchen Lamas of successive generations in
Shigatze, Tibet. This grand event in Buddhism once attracted worldwide
attention and evoked warm repercussions from all circles in society. Tibetan
Buddhist monks and believers were particularly overjoyed about it, expecting
delightedly and respectfully Panchen Lama’s coming into the world on the
wings of his predecessors’” wishes.

The reincarnation system of Rin-po-ches (Living Buddha), a peculiar way
of transmission in Tibetan Buddhism, has a history of over three hundred
years. In Qing Emperor Qianlong’s reign, the Central Government especially
worked out a series of management rules for Mongolian and Tibetan-inhabited
regions, including the method of drawing lots from a gold urn. Supported and
implemented by Tibetan Buddhist circle, these rules gradually formed a
historical convention, which is still in use today. The whole process, from the
search and the confirmation of the Tenth Panchen Lama’s reincarnated soul
boy to the Eleventh Panchen Lama’s enthronement, fully shows the respect
from the Communist Party of China and the Central People’s Government for
Tibetan Buddhist traditions, historical convention as well as the emotions of
Tibetan Buddhist believers. As the most solemn, influential confirmation of
reincarnated Rin-po-ches of Tibetan Buddhism since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, it proved to be auspicious, satisfactory and
boundless beneficent and enjoyed popular confidence.

In the past ten years after his enthronement, the Eleventh Panchen, fostered
by bKra-shis-lhun-po Monastery and guided by the Tibetan Buddhist eminent
monks and great scholars.has made great progress in conducting Buddhist

practices and learning how to read and write with the cordial care of the Party




