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Preface

But the peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an opinion
is that it is robbing the human race, posterity as well as the
existing generation—those who dissent from the opinion, still
more than those who hold it. If the opinion is right, they are
deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth; if
wrong, they lose, what is almost as great a benefit, the clearer
perception and livelier impression of truth produced by its col-
lision with error.

—(John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, 1859)

Discussion and debate are essential components of the learning pro-
cess. To have confidence in our viewpoints, we must expose them to oth-
ers and learn from their ideas in a constant process of reformulation and
refinement. As J. S. Mill teaches, only rarely does any point of view pre-
sent a complete version of the truth; however, we move closer to the
truth when we are willing to exchange our opinions with others, defend
our positions, and refine our ideas by what we learn from an intellectual
opponent.

This book presents students and teachers with an opportunity to
exchange viewpoints by focusing on a series of controversial issues in
crime and criminology. Few issues in modern society generate more sub-
stantial disagreement in our morning newspapers or around the dinner
table. They focus on an important aspect of modern life and were selected
in an effort to engage students. Hopefully, they will also generate class-
room discussion and debate and provide a vehicle for interactive learning.

Many of the topics presented in this volume are hotly contested.
Few reflective people will find themselves adopting truly neutral posi-
tions on these issues and there may be a tendency to embrace one side of
a debate without fully considering the opposing arguments. As you read

these materials, try to resist that temptation and keep an open mind.

XV
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For example, if you are a death penalty advocate, think about how you
would develop an argument against capital punishment. Even though
such an exercise may not change your views, it will provide you with
greater insight into the capital punishment debate.

This book considers important issues in crime and criminology and
includes articles presented in a pro and con format. The Introduction to
each issue presents a synopsis and sets the stage for the Yes and No debate
between the authors. All issues conclude with an Exploring the Issue that
considers some of the more important points in the debate and includes
up-to-date suggestions for further reading on the topics. In addition, the
Internet References that accompanies each issue provides a list of Internet

site addresses (URLs) that should prove informative.
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Topic Guide

This topic guide suggests how the selections in this book relate to the

subjects covered in your course.

All the issues that relate to each topic are listed below the bold-faced

term.
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Gun Control
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Interrogation
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Conduct JailHouse Strip Searches of
Persons Arrested for Minor Offenses?

Pornography

3. Is Exposure to Pornography Related to
Increased Rates of Rape?

Punishment

5. Are Supermax (Control Unit) Prisons an
Appropriate Way to Punish Hardened
Criminals?

6. Does Imprisoning Drug Offenders
Reduce Crime Rates?

7. Is Capital Punishment a Bad Public
Policy?

Sentencing

5. Are Supermax (Control Unit) Prisons an
Appropriate Way to Punish Hardened
Criminals?

6. Does Imprisoning Drug Offenders
Reduce Crime Rates?

7. Is Capital Punishment a Bad Public
Policy?

4. Should It Be a Crime to Download
Copyrighted Music from the Internet?

Social Change

1. Is Crime Beneficial to Society?

Somatotypes

2. Is a Person’s Body Type Clearly Linked to
Criminal Behavior?



