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Unit One

Lead-in Question

How many words do you know? How many words can you use in writing

practice?

,.(@‘

Generally speaking,a Chinese university student has a vocabulary of about 5,000 words, but

to write an article of several hundred words is a great difficulty for him. One reason is that most of
the words in his mind are passive words( words that can only be recognized in reading and listening
but not used in writing). Another reason for this phenomenon is that overemphasis is put on the
quantity of the remembered words, the detailed and thorough understanding of which is ignored. So
in practice ,words can not be used properly.

In the preface of The Right Word at the Right Time ,the author says, “ Using the right words at
the right time is rather like wearing appropriate clothing for the occasion:it is a courtesy to others,
and a favor to yourself—a matter of presenting yourself well in the eyes of the world. ” This unit
will mainly explain how to use right words at the right time, i. e. the aspects that an excellent learn-
er should know about a word.

In order to use words correctly, the differences between Chinese and English words can not be
ignored. The clear distinction between Chinese and English words mainly lies in word form and cul-
tural connotation. Since the differences in form are grammatical and have been learned in the initial
period of English study,the focus of this part will be on the cultural connotations of words.

In Chinese and English,because of the differences in cultural background,the same word or
thing may represent different cultural connotations. Lion is the king of animals in English culture
and represents “bravery” and “stateliness”. The English people take lion as the symbol of their
country. The “British Lion” is used to refer to England. And in English, there are a lot of idioms re-
lated with lion. However, in Chinese, tiger is the king of the animals and is used to represent
“bravery” and “courage”. So when the English idioms with lion are translated into Chinese, the

&

“lion” should be changed to “tiger” : “play oneself in the lion’s mouth ( B £ £7)” , “come in
like a lion and go out like a lamb( jE3k#E )", “like a key in a lion hide (JN{REE,) ", “a lion

in the way (£2§%f8)" ,etc.



Unit One Words

Another example is the animal dragon. In Chinese, dragon is respected and is the symbol of

the king. However , in the west,dragon is an evil animal. Also,owl is the symbol of wisdom in Eng-

lish but the omen of bad news in Chinese.
This kind of words are numerous in English. The writer should be very careful in using

them. Otherwise ,serious misunderstanding may occur.

1. 1 Meanings of a word

In the world of English words, there are two phenomena : polysemy ( —1i] 2 X 14 ) and monose-
my( 21— X4 ). In order to understand the English words thoroughly and put them in practical
use , the learners should know this “double nature” of English words first. In this section, we will
put emphasis on polysemous words and their meanings in different contexts. And the nature of

monosemy will be introduced in Section 1. 3.

1. 1. 1 Polysemy of words
In order to make full use of one word,a writer should know its multi-layer of meanings.
1. One word with multi-meaning and the same part of speech

Read the following sentences and pay attention to the meanings of the words count, match

and communicate.

/f% Sample 1. 1
[

Count .

D She can count up to 10 in Italian. fi AT AFHEEAFEM 1 22 10, (count: %)

@ She began to count up how many guests they had to invite. i FF 4531 E M| E 5L
DA% Ao (count: 5 H EH)

(@ We have invited 50 people, not counting the children. A% /NE%, A1 IF F 1 50
Ao (count:fl#%)

@ 1t is the thought that counts. F7F.L>7&. (count: T E)

® Applications received after July 1 will not be counted. 7 H 1 H DAJF W E| 1 i H ¥
AT, (count: F:IEH)

® I count him among my closest friends. LM F I B EH K — K. (count: FH
180, A H)

DT

s
i
%
i
5
f:
#
B
E
"

L X 6 GEH, count NRBZAFEE, BIFNENT.




(B RBETOAHEEE

“do. Sample 1.2

Match:

D to strike a match. R]:k%&, (match; k4E)

@) They will play an important match on Saturday against Liverpool. & 7S fth {72 F1 £
YT —HEEMNHIE, (match: HFE) :

(3 I am no match for him in tennis. FTMERIRBANEAMARIFTTF- . (match: FESIAE 24 H)
A)

@ The curtains and carpet are a good match. & 75 MM EEIEHAHEL ., (match: FHEC A A
)

(® T've found a vase that is an exact match of the one that I broke. FRFRF| T — R {EHR, FI
FITHAAR R —BE—FE, (match: JEHE ALK ZRPG)

bl

EX 5 GhEP,match HEBVSA4EE,BIFNZT .

#_ Sample 1. 3

(—-({f ) N

Communicate .

@ You must be able to communicate your ideas to all the leaders. {5 HB/R AR BefE
REITA RS . (communicate ; f&3K)

@ The company communicated the incident to all the department heads. %7\ &) HiiX —
HEMRB AT 143, (communicate : )

@ Any such happenings must be promptly communicated to the upper authorities. ff4 2%
LA S AR 20T B B3R 4S B EEFT ). (communicate: [ §f)

@ You don’t have to communicate all the details to all the guests. {&A 48 T4 40T
N BETARE N, (communicate : /847 )

(® Of his purpose of doing that,I have nothing to communicate. % FfXFEME B 1, 1]
Jona[Z245 . (communicate : Z545)

® You don’t have to communicate that news to him. {fRA%HEARE 55 B 45 Vf . (com-

municate ; £5J§)

(D Her determination and bravery communicated themselves to every person around her. ft
AT B U T b A B B — > Ao (communicate ; %Y )

She can now communicate fluently with native speakers of English. #th B 7E 2 £ n] L5
A FIEEE R SE M AN AT BREECW T o (communicate ; JE47TEARSE )

DT

X 8 GhEM, communicate VERZAEE, BERNT.,
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2. One word with multi-meaning and different parts of speech

Read the following sentences and pay attention to the meanings and parts of speech of the

words break ,command and spring.

/fk Sample 1. 4

r\;l;:ak : )

(D All the windows broke with the force of the blast. BE/EHIE KREEZER T T E WH
o (break: {##%, 5hid])

@ My watch has broken. I FEIRFE T . (break: Iif | HEEE, Zhid])

@ He has broken his promise. fthi#i & T fhfi% 5 o (break: /% , ZhinA])

@ Let’s break for lunch. iFFAKE —&ILENZ TR, (break: E{E,3id))

(B She wanted a career break in order to have children. #AHE B N TYEELE A E T
(break : #7{5, #1A])

® He needed a complete break with the past. {553 WK 5], (break: T, 4414])

(@ 1 got my lucky break when I won the competition. F&¥EH[3% 75 F¢ o Bl J5 gk B+ 3k 12
7. (break:#Li#8, 4 i])

Pl

X 7 OGP, break IREBSZAEE, A1 4 OPBENT, &6 3 PR,

Command ;

(D Begin when I give the command. % H #2044, (command: 52,44 14)

2 He has command of 1,200 people. {34 % 1200 A, (command: %5, % 1d])

@ Applicants will be expected to have a good command of English. Hi g A %5 k5 il
o (command: %48 jZH,%1)

@ The commission commanded that the work on the building should cease. ZE54&F4,
R KRB IUFEE . (command : R4, Ffjin])

® She was able to command the respect of the whole class. b 515 T 4> ¥F ) 25 4,
( command : W 1% {EF%F, 3hd])

©® The hotel commands a fine view of the valley. M i 2 (R AR, T i Bl 22— ¥4 G
Ao (command . {ffi , 37 )

bkl

X 6 TGP, command BYRBSAEE, AR 3 OPERE, /6 3 IPEang. J
—
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Sample 1. 6

Spring:

(D She was in beautiful spring clothing. 5 &= F2E, (spring: F K, 4517)

@ The spring water is very sweet. LI R/KIEFFH . (spring: SR/K,45H)

@ Playing with children is her happy springs. Fl4Z% F 1Bt E R MPRIRTER . (spring:
TRIR , 240])

@ After hearing the news, tears of excitement sprang to her eyes. Wy Z|/H B /5 , AT HITE
KZFHET o (spring: /i H, BhiA)

(® Tom sprang from a poor and deprived section of the American working class. D7) A p=
FEETANE D EBREMBZ. (spring: th & T, 3hid)

©® John sprang on his boss and gave him a punch on his face. ZJEFhEMAIENR, 4 T
fb—BEot, (spring:$hia, Bhid)

D

X 6 GNER, spring HIREBSZAEE, £/ 3 P, 6 3 9PiEEha.

\_ J

1. 1. 2 Extension of word meaning in different contexts

For some English words, although their literal meanings are very limited , their connotation can
be extended in different contexts. Read the following sentences and pay attention to the meanings of

the word“take” in these sentences.

Sample 1.7

~N

Take:

(D He excitedly took hold of my hand and didn’t know what to say. i shHbiB/FEFKR K
T AHE LU T4 . (take: $81F)

) The scene took her attention and she began to be concerned about the poor. Af—#5|
BT TR, TR G055 A (take: 51HE)

(3 We were quite taken with his kindness and humor. F{T#B#k = B MKLERFTSI T
(take : ¥T3h)

@ Take the medicine,please. {EiXLL2h07 T, (take:M52h)

® The box will not take too much space. X MEFAL HHKLEA], (take: 5H)

©® The government will take any possible action to avoid the danger. B{F¥KH— £ 5|
AIREMITT BRI fE R o (take: BEAL)

(@ Taking care of children takes patience,love,time, effort and certain skills. F&Jii/NZ%EE
B el IR B I —E TS . (take : FHE)

That journey takes me a lot of time. ARYKIRATAE S T IRIEZHTIE], (take:fE%%)

v
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( (©) Measures must be taken to deal with the present situation. M\?ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ‘%ﬁﬁﬁ%X
Ja#v, (take: Rif)

DT

take AMIARDPFHEBEANZIHENY , BESCAANQNBREPIMIACTTEARG
B, CEYEN 10 IRBRE take ABRPEIN WKL —RA,BES
BT, take ISR+ T. RBEVHNZINEETERRR, FEEKRE
CREBUER. J

\—

e

s

TR A EEE AR, AT, RREARERTGH, Eihid T 00,
IR R AES 525, 7 B B AR R SE A XA B

1.2 Use words correctly

To use words correctly means to be grammatically correct in word usage, which mainly in-
cludes accidence (i1]#:) , collocation and tenses. Since this is a writing book instead of a grammati-

cal one,we will mainly introduce the aspects in which the Chinese students tend to make mistakes.
1. 2. 1 The singular and plural forms of a special group of nouns

Here we do not intend to explain the grammatical rules for the change of the word forms, but
instead focus on a special group of nouns. These nouns can be both countable and uncountable , and
have different meanings in these two cases. The writer should be very careful in using this kind of
nouns.

Read the following sentences and pay attention to the meanings and forms of the boldfaced

nouns.

. Sample 1. 8

Wood :

(D Furniture made of wood is good for health. A i K HA 5@ . (wood: A#)

@ He lived in a wood and depended on himself. fifE7E — /MK E, B4 H L.

(wood : FAK , BRAK , ith )

Copper:

(D The copper wires are good conductors. 4iZk JEARUF 1 44, (copper:4)

@ He has collected more than one hundred valuable coppers from the country. fiit MR
L¢@%?§%T~ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ Mo (copper: i)

J
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