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/ Unit One

Nature (1)

¢ Getting to Know: Simplified Version Reading

Think and complete the following table, and share it with your partner.

What is the title of the simplified version that 1 have read for this week? | What is the main idea? | How did 1 read it?

%Strulegy Guidancej

v A simplified version is a rewritten version of the original by using simpler vocabulary, simpler

O(P




structure, or simpler grammar, etc. while keeping the ideas the same to the greatest extent.

v Reading simplified version is an effective way to absorb the language phenomena of a target
language.

v Reading simplified version can greatly help readers familiarize with the basic language
elements of a new language.

v Students are encouraged to read the simplified version in the first year of college and then
gradually shift to the original version.

v When choosing reading materials of simplified version, you are advised to choose those

materials that are short in length, easy in language, attractive in content at the beginning.

The following two paragraphs are extracts from the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by
Mark Twain. One is a simplified version, whereas the other is the original version. Read the two

versions and finish the exercise that follows.

Simplified Version:

You don’t know about me if you haven’t read a book called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Mr. Mark Twain wrote the book and most of it is true. In that book robbers stole some money and
hid it in a very secret place in the woods. But Tom Sawyer and I found it, and after that we were
rich. We got six thousand dollars each—all gold.

The original version:

You don’t know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer; but that ain’t no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the
truth, mainly. There was things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. That is nothing.
I never seen anybody but lied one time or another, without it was Aunt Polly, or the widow, or
maybe Mary. Aunt Polly—Tom'’s Aunt Polly, she is—and Mary, and the Widow Douglas is all told
about in that book, which is mostly a true book, with some stretchers, as 1 said before. Now the
way that the book winds up is this: Tom and me found the money that the robbers hid in the

cave, and it made us rich. We got six thousand dollars apiece—all gold.

Exercise: The following sentences are chosen from the original version of the novel. Please find
their corresponding sentence(s) in the simplified version.

1. You don’t know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom
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Sawyer; but that ain’t no matter.
The corresponding sentence(s) in the simplified version:

2. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth, mainly. There was things which
he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. That is nothing. I never seen anybody but lied one
time or another, without it was Aunt Polly, or the widow, or maybe Mary. Aunt Polly—Tom’s Aunt
Polly, she is—and Mary, and the Widow Douglas is all told about in that book, which is mostly a
true book, with some stretchers, as I said before.

The corresponding sentence(s) in the simplified version:

3. Now the way that the book winds up is this: Tom and me found the money that the robbers hid
in the cave, and it made us rich. We got six thousand dollars apiece—all gold.

The corresponding sentence(s) in the simplified version:

;f Before Reading |

1. Look at the title “Amazon Rainforest Climate” and write down your guessing. After
reading the text, please check your guessing with v or X.

Guess before reading Check after reading (V or X )

<4 The main idea of the text:

<4 The organization of the text:

< The purpose of the text:

NB. Be satisfied with your guessing, even ifitisa X.




2. Discuss in pairs your knowledge of Amazon rainforest and make a list with your partenr.

Me My partner

Where is Amazon rainforest?

How did it get its name?

How many species are there in Amazon rainforest?

What is the significance of Amazon rainforest to our earth?

g Reading and Understanding |

1. Scan the text and complete the following sentences. (suggested time: 3 mins)

(1) The rainforest gets its name

(2) The massive trees in the forest are dependent on

(3) The only reason the inner rainforest stays untouched is because

(4) have played a heavy role in increasing the earth’s temperature over the

past century.

2. The text has five sections, A-E. Skim the text and match the list of the main ideas with
each section. (suggested time: 3 mins)

3. Read the text with Tips and choose the best answer from A, B, C or D to answer the

questions or complete the sentences. (suggested time: 10 mins)

Text Tips

Amazon Rainforest Climate
The Amazonia or the Amazon Rainforest is located in South America and
covers more than half of Brazil. Read on to know more about the climate.




