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Prologue

The Chinese culture has a long, extensive and profound history. To express traditional Chinese culture in the
form of art, the artists not only have to present its external manifestation but also dig deep into its core to present its
rich cultural deposits.

When talking about traditional culture in a modern context, some may feel that it is too abstract or far removed
from everyday life but such is not the case. Culture infiltrates every part of our life. Every historic building contains
rich historic deposits and each folk tradition presents a spirit that is unique to the Chinese nation. This unique culture
runs deep in our blood. From this perspective, an album of paintings with historic memories helps to awaken general
awareness and protect traditional Chinese culture.

Portrayed in the vivid paintings by the artist Liu Tingting are the ancient buildings in Ji’'nan, Tai’an and Zibo,
among others which show the different styles of architecture in middle Shandong area at different stages of history.
Through the test of time, these buildings still stand proudly and firmly bearing the history and civilization of the Chi-
nese nation. The portraits of folk arts such as leather-silhouette show, New Year pictures and temple fair are the fruit
of the common people’s wisdom. They show the people’s unending and unwavering pursuit of happiness.

Time is frozen in the album. After 5000 years, the traditional Chinese culture is still alive and well. Although it
has many ups and downs, it still shines.

Let us travel within this album and journey to the world of traditional Chinese culture. Let us feel the touch of
the ancient Shandong culture in every building and every story. Let us feel the spirits of the Chinese nation and the
wonderous attraction of traditional Chinese culture.

Wang Yansong
March 2015
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Foreword

I was born in Ji’nan, Shandong province and have been nurtured by Shandong’s culture. As long as I can recall, I
was moved by the magnificent and weather-beaten historic architecture in the old city. I was fascinated by the folk art-
ists that wandered around alleys and streets, giving performances to the beat of drums and gongs. It has always been
completely natural to me.

As time rushes by, the cities have gone through gradual but fundamental changes. The ancient buildings are sur-
rounded by mushrooming high-rises, and the folk artists’ cries are drowned out by honking cars. However, those state-
ly old structuress remain the most convincing witnesses of the region’s rich history.

I am very lucky to be part of Memory of the Old Home in Sketches program sponsored by the Academy Press.
This program gives me an opportunity to search for the essence of the history and culture of Shandong province. By
looking into the different cultures in different regions of Shandong, I have obtained a more thorough understanding of
Shandong’s history, architecture and local customs.

When preparing for A sketch of Middle Shandong Area, I tried to visit the places [ was going to paint in order to
feel atmosphere and appeal of different forms of architecture and local customs. I use the plain and relaxed lines of
sketch to express the most primitive feelings insidé me and present the buildings as they are. Through this album, I
hope to recollect the historic sentiments that have been long buried in the rubble of history and share them with you.

The language of my art might not be as sophisticated a form of expression as it is uncomplicated but this album
is created from my heart and I am looking forward to your comments.
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