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Helen Foster Snow,Devoted
with all Her Heart to China

Helen Foster Snow (pen name Nym Wales) was a talented,keenminded and
highly dedicated progressive American writer.She wrote over 50 works,mostly
about China,but only a few were published.Inside Red China,which she wrote
after her return from Yenan to Shanghai in 1937,was a sister work to her husband
Edgar Snow’ s Red Star over China.Her marriage to Snow lasted only 10
years,however,she and Snow shared similar political thinking in that both regarded
themselves as a certain type of socialist.After the birth of New China,she visited
the country on a number of occasions and wrote books paying warm tribute to
New China.She was all along opposed to interference by the US and other Western
countries in China’ s internal affairs,and firmly believed that the socialist road
chosen by China was correct. When I served in New York in the 1970s,and during my
subsequent visits to the US,I visited her in Madison City,Connecticut,several times.
In January1979,on hearing of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
China and the United States,she was overcome with joy and went to Washington
D.C. to a reception at the Chinese Embassy in celebration of the event.She took with
her a letter of introduction written by Mao Zedong in 1937 to political commissar
Deng Xiaoping telling him to help her in the Taihang Mountains area.She personally
handed to Comrade Deng Xiaoping the letter,which she had been unable to present
for 42 years.

Helen Snow all along held the firm conviction that the road taken by the Chinese

people under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party was correct.She always
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Helen Foster Snow,Devoted with all Her Heart to China

had China and the Chinese people in her heart.The Chinese Writers Association and
China Literature Foundation,responding to my recommendation,conferred on her in
1991 the first“International Understanding and Friendship Literary Award.” In 1996
The Chinese People’ s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries awarded
her the special honor of “Envoy of Friendship Among the People.” In her letter to
me of June 1980,which I keep to this day,she said“I deeply love all the students of
the December 9 Movement.This movement had great repercussions on Snow and
me.We shared the same weal and woe .On the eve of the Second World War,when
there was an urgent need for and anti-fascist united front,we,representing the youth
of the West,formed a natural front with the youth of China.” She loved China’ s
broad masses of working people.In her book Returning to China she wrote:Always I
felt myself to be a personal representative of the American people ------ Always [ saw
from my stance as an American who dearly loved American history and tradition and
who felt the natural destiny of friendship with China ---Vaguely my husband and I
had been aware that we occupied a kind of unique diplomatic position,in the sense of
being American non-Communists who had built a bridge over the Milky Way to the
Communist Chinese on our own terms.”

On Januaryl1,1997 Helen Snow,after a long and colorful life,passed away in
her home,at the age of 90.Helen was a close friend whom I had known for 60 years.
In May 1997 He Liliang and I flew to her home town for her funeral Also present at
the funeral were Gong Pusheng,Chinese Ambassador to the US Li Daoyu,Chinese
Consul-General in New York Qiu Shengyun and Deputy Consul-General Gu Pin’ e.
We stayed at Mrs.Sharon Crain’ s home.Sharon was a member of the China-America
Society,and had warmly looked after Helen in her poverty and sickness,treating her
like a member of her own family.Sharon had also done a lot to twin Kansas City
and Xi’ an,and she regularly went to Xi’ an to help with English language teaching
there.

Helen’ s niece Sheril Foster and her husband Garth Bischoff regard Us as

members of their family.Each time they came to China they made a point of seeing
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us,whether we were in Beijing or in other parts of China.Once,together with their
children,they made a special trip to Shenzhen to see us.They also arranged for a
grandson to come to China to study.Sheril is a truly worthy member of Helen Foster

Snow’ s fine younger generation and a successor to her US-China friendship work.

——Huang Hua Memoirs
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