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Story 24

Yutangchun Reunites with Her Husband in Her Distress
(A different version of the traditional story
“Young Master Wang’s Assiduous Application of Himself ” )

In his youth, he toured the houses of pleasure;
At first sight, he lost his heart to Yutangchun.
All his heaps of gold went down the drain;

She shed bitter tears of grief in vain.

The jewelry taken, the page boys and horse gone,
She was thrown into Hongtong Prison.

Only when the inspector redressed her wrongs
Did they join in blissful, enduring marriage.

Our story takes place during the Zhengde reign period [ 1506 -
22]. There was a man named Wang Qiong, courtesy name Sizhu,
who was a native of Jinling, Nanjing. After passing the imperial civil
service examinations as a jinshi in the year of yichou [1505], he rose
through a series of promotions to be secretary of the Ministry of Rites.
But because he wrote a memorial to the imperial court to demand im-
peachment of the power-abusing eunuch Liu Jin, the emperor ordered
him to return to his native place, Nanjing. Not daring to remain in
Beijing a moment longer, he packed and got the horses and carriages
ready for his family. Before he set off on the journey, he thought,
“I don’t have time to collect the small loans I made to others out of
my salary.” Since his oldest son was occupied as a secretariat drafter
in Nanjing and his second son was in the midst of the imperial exami-
nations at the provincial level, he decided, after much hesitation, to
summon his third son Jinglong, courtesy name Shunging [ to Bei-
jing].

At seventeen years of age, the third young master had fresh fea-
tures and a graceful deportment. He was able to read ten lines at one
glance and write essays as fast as his brush-pen could go. A dashing
young scholar he was. Mr.Wang Senior loved this son as he did the
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breath of his life and treasured him as he would a precious pearl in his
palm.

As we were saying, Mr.Wang Senior summoned him and gave
him these instructions: “I want you to stay here and continue with
your studies while waiting for Wang Ding [a servant] to collect the
debts. Return home as soon as the money is in, so that your mother
and I won’t worry. All the account books here I leave to you.” He
then called for Wang Ding and said to him, “You stay here with
Third Young Master. He will be continuing with his studies while you
collect the debts. Do not lure him into any wrongdoing. (If Wang Ding
is trustworthy , the third son need not stay. If Wang Ding is not trust-
worthy, how can he be expected to keep the young master from
wrongdoings? ) If 1 find out about any mischief, you’ll have much to
answer for!”

Wang Ding said with a kowtow, “I would never dream of dis-
obeying.”

The next day, Wang Ding and the young master saw Mr.Wang
Senior off on his journey before they returned to Beijing and moved to
a temporary residence. Obeying his father’s orders, the young master
kept up his studies at his lodging while Wang Ding went about
collecting debts. Before they knew it, three months had gone by,
and Wang Ding had recovered all the debts, which came to thirty
thousand taels of silver. Upon checking the amount collected against
the amount recorded in the account books, the young master did not
find the least discrepancy. He told Wang Ding to choose a day for de-
parture, adding, “Wang Ding, now that our business is done, let’s go
out into the streets and have some fun before our departure tomorrow.”

So Wang Ding locked the rooms and told the landlord to keep an
eye on their draft animals. “Don’t you worry!” said the landlord. “T’ll
take care of everything.” Thereupon, the two ventured out to enjoy
the sights and sounds of the capital. Behold:

What a heaving mass of humanity,

Speaking in the accents of all regions of the land)
What a clatter the horse carriages make
Transporting officials of all the bureaus!

74 ﬂozs.

PUOAA ey uoline) o} $8L0lS

1041

=
]
=
>
]
-
)
—y
[
=
——
=
[ nn)
(]
e




gk =] 1% mEEEWE

1042

W, BFYKTRE, RAVAERE, REFERLER,
ATFEZRR, BRVATEAERTS, SEEE. T,
WRYH, ATHE, “EF, HFREEL” E8H, “=H, X
SR, RERBIIAFELME” Br] 225¥, “ANERE
1, ATHRWE, FHERE, DRITRAR, H&sE, T
FH. ‘S8R, Far AT, EANEHED” GENEX,
FEZ: “XERE?” EFH. “XE¥SM.” AFER M,
RULBATRSER, OHRN, BT—2, RRERELTHE,
WEART, BTRETERN, GESE, B—1FE, IR
EHILALT, KIRBF, AFER, “EF, KRN Ex
. HEEE. BSESHAEELE, ATLT, BREEE
EEBKEN, AP—RERAI T TRERK, ATERLT,
AR, WITRSMERILS, ATERRHE, WMk,
AFER, “HERIBERA” BEE, “XE—FSRT LR
F.OBL, (AR ARAF, SEH., “EEES. BEB.
“REBPAFB MRBEE L, HAT=1H, SEEE, &



Traders deal in goods from all parts of the empire,
Idlers enjoy the bliss of those peaceful times.

The lanes and alleys are paved with brocade;

The houses echo with wine-induced singing.

The young master was delighted beyond measure. Watching five
or seven rich-looking young men merrily drinking, with stringed in-
struments in hand, he commented, “Wang Ding, what an exciting
place this is!”

“Third Master,” rejoined Wang Ding, “if you think this is ex-
citing, you haven’t seen anything yet!” (What a troublemaker Wang
Ding is!) They wended their way to Donghua Gate, where the young
master found himself dazzled by the sight of golden phoenixes and
dragons carved on the gate and the columns.

“Third Master, do you like it?”

“Yes! This is wonderful!”

Farther down the street, he asked Wang Ding, “What’s this
place called?”

“This is the Forbidden City.”

The young master looked inside and was impressed by the glitter-
ing red lanterns and auspicious air. He looked a while longer. Indeed,
in terms of wealth and luxury, none exceeds the emperor. He sighed
in admiration. After leaving Donghua Gate, they walked on and, a
while later, came upon an establishment at the entrance of which
stood several well-dressed women.

“Wang Ding,” asked the young master. “What is this place?”

“This is a restaurant.”

They went in. The young master took a seat and noticed that
gathered around the tables, drinking, were five to seven groups of
men, and one group included two girls even prettier than the ones
who were standing in front. While he was staring at them, a waiter
brought wine. “Where are these girls from?” he asked the waiter.

“They are Cuixiang and Cuihong. These girls are in Yichengjin’s
service.” (This waiter is another busybody.)

“Pretty girls!” exclaimed Third Master.

“Well, if these two are pretty, ” said the waiter, “then you
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should see Third Sister, usually called Yutangchun, of the same
house. Now that’s a fine one to look at! But the madam asks too high
a price for her, so she hasn’t taken any clients yet.”

The young master made a mental note of what he had just heard
and had Wang Ding pay the bill. After going downstairs, he said,
“Wang Ding, let’s take a walk to the courtesans’ quarters.”

“No, no, Third Master! What if your father learns about this?”

“One quick look can’t do any harm.” And so, they walked to
the entrance of the courtesans’ quarters, which were registered with
the Office of Music. Indeed,

The streets are lined with flowers and willows
Amid ornate houses and vermilion buildings.
Music wafts from behind every door;

Rouge and powder are applied to every face.
Wealthy young men purchase laughter with gold;
Coquettish women beckon with their red sleeves.
As a fragrant mist spreads across the sky,
Singing voices rise above the halls.

Even moralists find themselves bewitched;

Even the best monks break their vows.

In a daze, the young master wondered which door was
Yichengjin’s. At this moment, a young melon-seed peddler called
Jin’ge drew near. The young master asked him, “Which house is
Yichengjin’s?7”

“So you want to have some fun, sir? I can take you there,” of-
fered Jin’ge.

“My young master is no patron of prostitutes, ” Wang Ding
snapped. “Don’t take him for that kind of man.”

“But I do wish to visit,” insisted the young master.

Promptly Jin’ge went to announce the visitor to the madam, who
rushed out to greet the patron and invited him in for tea, an act of
courtesy that horrified Wang Ding. “ Third Master, ” he urged,
“let’s get out of here!”

Hearing this, the madam asked, “Who might this be?”

“He’s my servant.”
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“Big Brother,” said the madam, “please also come in for a cup
of tea. Don’t be a killjoy!”

“Just don’t pay any attention to him, ” said the young master.
(Wang Ding is a killjoy. He makes his master lose face.) With that re-
mark, he followed the madam into the house.

“Third Master!” cried out Wang Ding. “Don’t go in there! If
your father finds out about this, I'll say I had no part in it!” And so
he rattled on from behind. Turning a deaf ear to him, the young mas-
ter marched straight in and sat down. The madam had a maid serve
him tea, and after he drank it up, she asked, “What is your honor-
able surname?”

“My surname is Wang. My father is the secretary of the Ministry
of Rites.”

With a bow, the madam said, “I didn’t know you were from
such a distinguished family. Please forgive me for not showing you
proper respect.”

“That’s all right. Don’t take it to heart. 'm here because I've long
heard of your daughter Yutangchun’s fame and would like to see her.”!

“Yesterday, someone offered a hundred taels of silver to be her
first patron, but I turned him down,” said the madam.

“But a hundred taels is too little! I don’t want to sound boastful,
but apart from the emperor, my father is the richest man in the land.
Even my grandfather was a vice-minister.”

Concealing her delight at these words, the madam sent Cuihong
the maid to escort Third Sister out to greet the honored guest. A short
while later, Cuihong returned to say, “Third Sister is feeling indis-
posed and asks that she be excused.”

The madam rose and said affably, “This little daughter of mine
has been quite pampered since childhood. Let me go to get her myself.”

Wang Ding off to one side was dismayed. He hastened to say,
“It’s all right if she doesn’t come out. Don’t bother to go and get her!”

Ignoring him, the madam went to the girl’s room and called out,
“Third Sister, my child! Your time has come! Secretary Wang’s son
is here expressly to see you!”

Yutangchun kept her head lowered and said nothing in response.
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Exasperated, the madam cried, “My child, Mr.Wang is a handsome
young man of only sixteen or seventeen, with deeply lined pockets. If
you hang on to this patron, you’ll not only build a nice reputation for
yourself but also have enough money to last a lifetime.”

Upon hearing these words, Sister Yu began to make herself up,
so as to be ready to go and greet Young Master Wang. Before she left
the room, the madam added, “My child, serve him well. Don’t be
negligent in any way.”

“All right,” said Sister Yu.

The young master found Yutangchun to be truly beautiful :

She has dark clouds for hair, crescent moons for eyebrows;
Her skin is like snow, her cheeks rosy clouds;

Half-hidden in her sleeves, dainty bamboo-shoot hands ;
Underneath her skirt, tiny gold-lotus feet.

An unassuming beauty with little makeup ,

Her charm needs no help from rouge and powder.

None of the famed courtesans of the house

Could in any way measure up to her.

Stealing a glance at the young master, Sister Yu was secretly de-
lighted to see that he was a well-dressed young man with refined fea-
tures, a fair complexion, red lips, and a graceful bearing. After she
bowed to the young master, the madam said, “This is no place for a
distinguished guest. Let’s go to the study for a little talk.”

And so the young man let her take him into the study, which
was, not surprisingly, an exquisitely furnished room, with bright
windows, and clean tables, antique paintings, and incense burners.
But Mr.Wang Junior was in no mood for admiring the furnishings. His
heart was set on Sister Yu. To move matters along, the madam made
the girl sit down by the young man’s shoulder. She then ordered maids
to set out wine. At the mention of wine, Wang Ding grew all the
more alarmed. Over and over again, he urged Third Master to leave
the place. Throwing the maids a significant look, the madam said,
“Invite this gentleman to another room for a cup of wine.” (Wise
move.)

“Brother,” said Cuixiang and Cuihong to Wang Ding, “let’s go
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