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Example 1 ( Cambridge IELTS 11 Test 2 READING PASSAGE 1 Questions 1-4 )
[ mREE R ]
READING PASSAGE 1

Raising the Mary Rose

How a sixteenth-century warship was recovered from the seabed

On 19 July 1545, English and French fleets were engaged in a sea battle off the coast of
southern England in the area of water called the Solent, between Portsmouth and the

Isle of Wight. Among the English vessels was a warship by the name of Mary Rose. Buiit
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in Portsmouth some 35 years earlier, she had had a long and successful fighting career,
and was a favourite of King Henry Vll. Accounts of what happened to the ship vary:
while witnesses agree that she was not hit by the French, some maintain that she was
outdated, overladen and sailing too low in the water, others that she was mishandled
by undisciplined crew. What is undisputed, however, is that the Mary Rose sank into the
Solent that day, taking at least 500 men with her. After the battle, attempts were made to

recover the ship, but these failed.

The Mary Rose came to rest on the seabed, lying on her starboard (right) side at an
angle of approximately 60 degrees. The hull (the body of the ship) acted as a trap for the
sand and mud carried by Solent currents. As a result, the starboard side filled rapidly,
leaving the exposed port (left) side to be eroded by marine organisms and mechanical
degradation. Because of the way the ship sank, nearly all of the starboard half survived
intact. During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the entire site became covered

with a layer of hard grey clay, which minimised further erosion.

Then, on 16 June 1836, some fishermen in the Solent found that their equipment was
caught on an underwater obstruction, which turned out to be the Mary Rose. Diver
John Deane happened to be exploring another sunken ship nearby, and the fishermen
approached him, asking him to free their gear. Deane dived down, and found the
equipment caught on a timber protruding slightly from the seabed. Exploring further, he
uncovered several other timbers and a bronze gun. Deane continued diving on the site
intermittently until 1840, recovering several more guns, two bows, various timbers, part

of a pump and various other small finds.

The Mary Rose then faded into obscurity for another hundred years. But in 1965,
military historian and amateur diver Alexander McKee, in conjunction with the British
Sub-Aqua Club, initiated a project called “Solent Ships”. While on paper this was a plan
to examine a number of known wrecks in the Solent, what McKee really hoped for was
to find the Mary Rose. Ordinary search techniques proved unsatisfactory, so McKee
entered into collaboration with Harold E. Edgerton, professor of electrical engineering
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 1967, Edgerton’s side-scan sonar systems

revealed a large, unusually shaped object, which McKee believed was the Mary Rose.

Further excavations revealed stray pieces of timber and an iron gun. But the climax
to the operation came when, on 5 May 1971, part of the ship’s frame was uncovered.
McKee and his team now knew for certain that they had found the wreck, but were as yet

unaware that it also housed a treasure trove of beautifully preserved artefacts. Interest
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in the project grew, and in 1979, The Mary Rose Trust was formed, with Prince Charles

as its President and Dr Margaret Rule its Archaeological Director. The decision whether
or not to salvage the wreck was not an easy one, although an excavation in 1978 had
shown that it might be possible to raise the hull. While the original aim was to raise the
hull if at all feasible, the operation was not given the go-ahead until January 1982, when
all the necessary information was available.

Questions 1-4

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?

In boxes 1-4 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1 There is some doubt about what caused the Mary Rose to sink.
2 The Mary Rose was the only ship to sink in the battle of 19 July 1545.
3 Most of one side of the Mary Rose lay undamaged under the sea.

4 Alexander Mckee knew that the wreck would contain many valuable historical

objects.
[ZFamtk]
1 There is some doubt about what caused the Mary Rose to sink.

K% . TRUE
K7 : some doubt about, caused. Mary Rose. sink

EALA): MRS GR35 — B3 1i1T: Accounts of what happened to the ship vary:
while witnesses agree that she was not hit by the French, some maintain that
she was outdated, overladen and sailing too low in the water, others that she
was mishandled by undisciplined crew. J¢ T M &AM F LS. Bili
FNAEAIFAE gL E A d b, AL OARME T2k, B8ELE, JFHE
ATz KR, 73— AR R AR SRS L2 RS LR T 1A 48R4

& #r: 2 AV a1 ship 45 09 Bk 2 B H P 9 Mary Rose, E i A 7 [ witnesses
agree...some maintain...others Fl# H 1) some doubt about & AHTTF, &%
/& TRUE.

% & [0 U, ship = Mary Rose;

witnesses agree...some maintain...others =some doubt about.

2 The Mary Rose was the only ship to sink in the battle of 19 July 1545.
A% NOT GIVEN
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X817 only ship. sink, battle, 19 July 1545

ELA): ARE SCHE ] (2 55 — BB B —17: What is undisputed, however, is that the
Mary Rose sank into the Solent that day, taking at least 500 men with her. #A 1,
TRl Gl i, HRNEBOR SEAR— R ITA R RN, it - 2/04 500 A

R AT AREH R IR AR SO — B AR B, E () ) Mary Rose sank into
the Solent that day fl 5 1 H (1Y ship...sink...19 July 1545 %f i/, {HR H h 4
only, FEMAIFFEANIX—x, FRHE NOT GIVEN,

£ /& [, Mary Rose sank into the Solent that day = ship...sink...19 July 1545,

3 Most of one side of the Mary Rose lay undamaged under the sea.
%% . TRUE

X #17: most of one side, undamaged

ERLA: MR R E (LRI B8 fiT: Because of the way the ship sank, nearly all
of the starboard half survived intact. B T Rt =, A —MJLF5E
AR Tk,

fi#@  #r: {74 nearly all of the starboard half, intact 435! fl#8 H 71 ) most of
one side, undamaged J&[F] X B, Z 52 TRUE,

% & [ X, nearly all of the starboard half = most of one side;

intact = unda-maged.,

4 Alexander Mckee knew that the wreck would contain many valuable historical
objects.
%% : FALSE

X4§#i7: Alexander Mckee knew, wreck, contain, historical objects

EALA): M HE CEE IR AL 2 58 HBL3 —1T7: McKee and his team now knew for certain
that they had found the wreck, but were as yet unaware that it also housed a
treasure trove of beautifully preserved artefacts. McKee & H:FA BA 7 ZI {5 fla Al ]
CAHRE T U, (H AR IR B H I A R A7 58 b 1RT 96 T 200

& M 8 H A OC 1A McKee, wreck 7E 2 i ) B, E A7 4] 1 AY housed .
preserved artefacts 735! Fl8 H H1#) contain . historical objects J&[f] X ¥, &
fia) Y unaware U H Y knew BB A, A& FALSE.

£ A [ XE#, housed = contain; preserved artefacts = historical objects
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Example 2 (Cambridge IELTS 10 Test 1 READING PASSAGE 3 Questions 31-35)
( B Em ]
READING PASSAGE 1

The psychology of innovation
Why are so few companies truly innovative?

Innovation is key to business survival, and companies put substantial resources into
inspiring employees to develop new ideas. There are, nevertheless, people working in
luxurious, state-of-the-art centres designed to stimulate innovation who find that their
environment doesn’t make them feel at all creative. And there are those who don’t have

a budget, or much space, but who innovate successfully.

For Robert B. Cialdini, Professor of Psychology at Arizona State University, one reason
that companies don’t succeed as often as they should is that innovation starts with
recruitment. Research shows that the fit between an employee’s values and a company’s
values makes a difference to what contribution they make and whether, two years after
they join, they're still at the company. Studies at Harvard Business School show that,
although some individuals may be more creative than others, almost every individual

can be creative in the right circumstances.

One of the most famous photographs in the story of rock 'n’ roll emphasises Cialdini’s views.
The 1956 picture of singers Elvis Presley, Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash and Jerry Lee Lewis
jamming at a piano in Sun Studios in Memphis tells a hidden story. Sun’s “million-dollar
quartet” could have been a quintet. Missing from the picture is Roy Orbison, a greater
natural singer than Lewis, Perkins or Cash. Sam Phillips, who owned Sun, wanted to
revolutionise popular music with songs that fused black and white music, and country
and blues. Presley, Cash, Perkins and Lewis instinctively understood Phillips’s ambition
and believed in it. Orbison wasn’t inspired by the goal, and only ever achieved one hit

with the Sun label.

The value fit matters, says Cialdini, because innovation is, in part, a process of change,
and under that pressure we, as a species, behave differently, “When things change,
we are hard-wired to play it safe.” Managers should therefore adopt an approach that
appears counter-intuitive—they should explain what stands to be lost if the company
fails to seize a particular opportunity. Studies show that we invariably take more gambles

when threatened with a loss than when offered a reward.

Managing innovation is a delicate art. It’s easy for a company to be pulled in conflicting

10



