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Preface

Zi Ge's Paintings

Liu Xilin'

| had the pleasure to see Ms. Zi Ge's paintings for the first time on a summer day a couple of years ago. On that
occasion, earnestly she asked for my suggestions or comments on her works and, without hesitation, | gave
mine. She was quite frank and open-minded and pleasantly she agreed with me.

She fully understands that it requires life-long dedication to be a real artist. Wholeheartedly, she paints things that
she likes best, flowers, grapes, autumnal mountains, clear ponds and the like. She will never stop until she has
put the whole of her moods and feelings into her works.

Recent years,she begins her love affair with landscape painting, for she loves nature and feels so close to it.
She is fascinated with the azure sky, the purple clouds, mountains and woods, which she epitomizes in her
works with rough and untrammeled strokes on the Xuan paper’. She paints autumnal mountains golden and
green trees dark green, to which she sometimes adds a small courtyard with wood fences. If her paintings of
flowers, which were drawn with non-skeleton method, are of exquisite taste, her landscape paintings are full of
vigor and strength and at the same time reflect her feminine sensitivity to colors.

As if quite unknowingly, she has now become enchanted with color, producing compositions which can be
described as between traditional Chinese paintings and Western paintings. In fact, they are like music and
poetry. If Mr. Lin Fengmian, a well-known landscape painter were alive today, he would of course take great pride
in having such a faithful follower.

A talented artist, Zi Ge is bold and highly imaginative. She wields her brush and ink with so much ease and in a
free and unrestrained manner. She is very diligent and often finds herself working in her studio full of enthusiasm
and with undivided attention till in the small hours of the next morning. A pile of Xuan paper will be used up in
short few days. Every time she calls on me, she never fails to bring with herself quite a few of her paintings.
Despite my advice that she cut her overload, she will bring as many the next time she drops in. Zi Ge has had her
further studies at the Central Academy of Fine Arts and the Beijjing Art Academy where she was tutored by
accomplished artists. She is making good progress in her artistic career with each passing day. | am convinced
that with her diligence she will sooner or latter distinguish herself as a painter in the artistic field.

1 Liu Xilin: famous art critic in China, researcher and director of the Research Department of China Art Gallery.
2 Xuan paper: a high quality paper made in Xuancheng in Anhui province, especially good for traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy.
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Zi Ge: A Profile

Zi Ge, female, painter in traditional Chinese painting, was born near the Ziguang Pavilion of Zhongnanhai (Mid-south Sea,
a lake in the heart of Beijing ). She learned painting and calligraphy under her father in her early childhood, and she is a
literature lover since then.

She specializes in landscape painting and occasionally does flower-and -bird painting. She has had her advanced studies at
the Central Academy of Fine Arts and the Beijing Art Gallery, where she was tutored by celebrated artists, such as Zhang
Ding, Bai Xueshi, Cui Zifan, Gao Guanhua, Jin Shangyi, Lu Chen, Liu Xilin and Li Shaowen.

Her paintings won Special Prize at the '95 Beijjing International Week of traditional Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, Prize
for Outstanding at '96-'97 Get-together of Famous Chinese Painters, and Prize for Excellence at the ‘97 Art Exhibition in
Celebration of Hong Kongs Return to the Motherland and the '98 Get-together of Famous Chinese Painters, These works
were shown at China Art Gallery, Chinese Military Museum and Museum of Chinese History. Her painting, entitied Lotus in
the Rain, was received by the '99 Second National Exhibition of Chinese Flower-and-Bird Paintings.

In addition to the exhibitions in the Mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan, Zi Ge’s works are getting more and more presence in
Japan,Canada, Belize, Australia, Britain and Brazil. A large group of fans all over the world enjoy collecting her paintings.
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Roaring winds and rolling clouds
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The golden autumn season
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King birds singing amid the green woods
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Footprints
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Green hills beyond the fences
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The brook
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The dream world
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