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Cyberspace: If You Don’t
Love It,.Leave It

—— Esther Dyson

Any sufficiently advanced technology
is indistinguishable from magic.
—— by Arthur C. Clarke!

Introducing the Topic

B Lead-in Discussion

1. Describe the characteristics of -cyberspace.

2. In what ways has the Internet changed our lives and society?

3. Do you think it is necessary to regulate cyberspace? If so, what measures should be taken
to regulate it?

4, What should be done to prevent children and adolescents from addicting to cyber games
or becoming cyberholic?

5. If you make an analogy between cyberspace and something else, what will you compare
cyberspace with? Specify your analogy.



M Word Extension
Explain the following expressions in your own words and work with your pariners o

write down as many relevant words as possible.
o cyber-

.-
o hyper-
« BBS
« internet

Something in the American psyche loves new frontiers. We hanker after wide-opened
spaces; we like to explore; we like to make rules but refuse to follow them. But in this age it’s
hard to find a place where you can go and be yourself without worrying about the neighbors.

“  There is such a place: cyberspace. Formerly a playground for computer fans, cyberspace
now embraces every conceivable constituency: schoolchildren, flirtatious singles,
Hungarian-Americans, accountants. Can they all get along? Or will our fear of kids surfing for dirty
pictures behind their bedroom doors provoke a crackdown?

The first order of business is to grasp what cyberspace is. It might help to leave behind

metaphors of highways and frontiers

and to think instead of real estate.
Real estate, remember, is an

Esther Dyson was born in 1951 in ZUfiCm intellectual, legal, artificial environment
Switzerland. She grew up in Princeton, New Jersey, constructed on top of land. Real estate

and received a B.A. from Harvard. Dyson is the editor ) 3
Y recognizes the difference between

and publisher of the widely respected computer .
newsletter Release 1.0 which circulates to 1,600 parkland and shopping mall, between

computer industry leaders. She is chairperson of the red-light zone and school district,
Electronic Frontier Foundation, an industry-financed between church, state and drugstore.
civil liberties watchdog group. Dyson is also the .
: R In the same way, you could think
organizer and moderator of the annual Personal .
Computer Forum. For more information, visit http:/ of cyberspace as a giant and

wa‘edventure_ccm, j unbounded world of virtual real estate.
Some property is privately owned and




rented out; other property is common land; some places are suitable for children, and others are
best avoided by all citizens. Unfortunately, it’s those places that are now capturing the popular
imagination, places that offer bomb-making instructions, pornography, advice on how to steal
credit cards. They make cyberspace sound like a nasty place. Good citizens jump to a

conclusion: Better regulate it.

5 But before using regulations to counter indecency it is fundamental to interpret the nature of
cyberspace. Cyberspace isn’t a frontier where wicked people can grab unsuspecting children, nor
is it a giant television system that can beam offensive message at unwilling viewers. In this kind of
real estate, users have to choose where they visit, what they see, what they do. It’s optional. In
other words, cyberspace is a voluntary destination — in reality, many destinations. You don’t just
get “onto the Net”; you have to go someplace in particular. That means that people can choose
where to go and what to see. Yes, community standards should be enforced, but those standards
should be set by cyberspace communities themselves, not by the courts or by politicians in
Washington.

®  What makes cyberspace so alluring is precisely the way in which it’s different from shopping
malls, television, highways and other terrestrial jurisdictions. But let’s define the territory:

! First, there are private e-mail conversations, similar to the conversations you have over the
telephone. These are private and consensual and require no regulation at all.

g Second, there are information and entertainment services, where people can download
anything from legal texts and lists of “great new restaurants” to game software or dirty pictures.
These places are like bookstores, malls and movies houses — places where you go to buy
something. The customer needs to request an item or sign up for a subscription; stuff (especially
pornography) is not sent out to people who don’t ask for it. Some of these services are free or
included as part of a broader services like CompuServe? or America Online? others charge and
may bill their customers directly.

9 Third, there are “real” communities — groups of people who communicate among
themselves. In real-estate terms, they’re like bars or restaurants or bathhouses. Each active
participant contributes to a general conversation, generally through posted messages. Other
participants may simply listen or watch. Some services are supervised by a moderator; others are
more like bulletin boards — anyone is free to post anything. Many of these services started out
unmoderated but are now imposing rules to keep out unwanted advertising, extraneous
discussions or increasingly rude participants.

Cyberspace communities evolve just the way terrestrial communities do: people with
like-minded interest band together. Every cyberspace community has its own character. Overall,
the communities on CompuServe tend to be more professional, those on American Online,
affluent young singles; Prodigy?, family-oriented. Then there are independents like Echo? a hip,



downtown New York service, or Women’s Wire? targeted to women who want to avoid the male
culture prevalent elsewhere on the Net. On the Internet itself there are lots of passionate
non-commercial discussion groups on topics ranging from Hungarian politics (Hungary Online?) to
copyright law.

" What’s unique about cyberspace is that it allows communities of any size and kind to
flourish; in cyberspace, communities are chosen by the users, not forced on them by accidents of
geography. This freedom gives the rules that preside in cyberspace a moral authority that rules in
terrestrial environments don’t have. Most people are stuck in the country of their birth, but if you
don’t like the rules of a cyberspace community, you can just sign off. Love it or leave it. Likewise,
if parents don’t like the rules of a given cyberspace community, they can restrict their children’s
access toit.

?  What’s likely to happen in cyberspace is the formation of new communities, free of the
constraints that cause conflict on earth. Instead of a global village, which is a nice dream but
impossible to manage, we’ll have invented another world of self-contained communities that cater
to their members’ inclinations without interfering with anyone else’s. The possibility of a real
market-style evolution of governance is at hand. In cyberspace, we’ll be able to test and evolve
rules governing what needs to be governed — intellectual property, content and access control,
rules about privacy and free speech. Some communities will allow anyone in; others will restrict
access to members who qualify on one basis or another. Those communities that prove
self-sustaining will prosper (and perhaps grow and split into subsets with ever-more-particular
interests and identities). Those that can’t survive — either because people lose interest or get
scared off — will simply wither away.

" In the near future, explorers in cyberspace will need to get better at defining and identifying
their communities. They will need to put in place — and accept — their own local governments
apart from terrestrial governments, just as the owners of expensive real estate often have their
own security guards though they can call in the police to get rid of undesirable customers.

Then what should be done about undesirable material in cyberspace? What to do, for
instance, about pornography? The answer is labeling, besides banning, questionable material. It
makes sense for cyberspace participants themselves to agree on a scheme for questionable
items, so that people or automatic filters can avoid them. It’s easy enough for software
manufacturers to build an automatic filter that would prevent you or your child from ever seeing
the undesired items on a menu. (It’s as if all the items were wrapped, with labels on the wrapper.)
Someone who posted pornographic material under the title “Kid-Fun”® could be sued for
mislabeling.

Without a lot of fanfare, private enterprises and local groups are aiready producing a variety
of labeling services, along with kid-oriented sites like Kidlink® and Kids’Space®. People differ in



their tastes and values and can find services on the Net that suit them in the same way they
select books and magazines. Or they can wander freely if they prefer, making up their own
itinerary.

= In the end, our society needs to grow up. Growing up means understanding that there are no
perfect answer, no all-purpose solutions, no government-sanctioned safe havens. We haven’t
created a perfect society on earth, and we don’t have one in cyberspace either. But at least we
can have individual choice — and individual responsibility.

(Approximately 1,260 words, from the New York Times July, 1995)

cyberspace /'saiba speis/ n HNES[E], W45 (6]

psvche /'saiki(z)/ n.  spirit or soul .08 ; R

frontier /'frantja/ n.  an undeveloped area or field for discovery or research
hanker /‘hapka/ v.  have a strong desire

constituency /kan'stit jusnsi/ n.  a group of supporters or patrons

tlirtatious /flar'teifas/ adj. fond of flirting ¥E1EAR

crackdown /'krakdaun/ n.  disciplinary action against; repression 8 &

parkland /'pa:k,lend/ n. land used as a park Zv3t

unbounded /An'baundid/ adj. having no boundaries or limits Joxll TTERAY , # K
pornography /pa:'nografi/ n.  pictures, writing, or other material that is sexually explicit
indecency /in'ditsnsi/ n.  sth. that is offensive to public moral values A&, A HE
unsuspecting /'an-sas'pektin/ adj. not suspicious; trusting ‘
beam /bi:m/ W, send (messages) in a particular direction #§:1%

alluring /2'ljuarip/ adj. charming, fascinating

terrestrial /ti'restrial/ adj. of land 111

Jurisdiction /,dzueris'dik fan/ n.  the territorial range of authority or control HHEX , #5 i X
consensual /kan'senfusl/ adj. brought about by mutual consent FIRETEIEH, W R E R
subscription /sob'skripfon/ n.  an agreement to pay regularly for sth. 775

bill /bil/ present a statement of costs or charges to

moderator /'modareita/ n.  adevice to keep sth. within reasonable limits 47 %%
unmoderated  /an'modareitid/ adj. REZERTH

extraneous /iks'treinjas/ adj. irrelevant

like-muinded /'laik'maindid/ adj. having the same ideas, interests, etc.

affluent /=zfluant/ adj. rich, wealthy

prodigy /'prodidzi/ n.  a person with exceptional talents or powers



orient /'oriant/

preside /pri'zaid/
hip /hip/
self-contained /'selfkan'teind/

cater /'keito/
governance /'ganvonans/

self-sustaining /'selfsas'teinin/
subset /'sabset/

scheme /skizm/

filter /filta/

sue /sjur/

wrapper /'repa/
tanfare /'fenfed/
itinerary /ai'tinarari/
all-purpose /'o:l,pa:pas/
sanction /'senkfan/
haven /'heivn/

hanker after/for

leave behind

sign up

sign off

cater to

at hand

call in

adj.
adj.

focus toward the concerns and interests of a specific group [ [q] ,
g xd

hold the position of authority 4b-F 3= 5 Hb {3/

(slang) fashionable, stylish

constituting a complete and independent unit in and of itself J#
SLHY

attend to the wants or needs of &

the power of governing; the state of being governed 37 A , %
i, geih

able to sustain oneself independently B £EH)

a set contained within a set T8, 43¢

a formal, official, or business plan

institute legal proceedings against 22 1Fi4

paper for wrapping U3 4%

a public display JZ#& , KK K%

the route of a journey P&ZEME , 17T R

able to be used in all conditions or for all purposes

give official authorization or approval to; authorize

a place of refuge or rest; a sanctuary &EYEFT

have a longing or desire for

e.g. The nation hankered after peace.

go without taking

e.g. He was forced to leave the country, leaving behind his wife and

children.

agree to become involved in an organized activity
e.g. She’s signed up for evening classes at the community college.

stop one’s work or activity; leave
e.g. I think I'll sign off early today.
supply what is required or desired to

e.g. Some TV programs cater to low tastes.

near, not far away

e.g. The examinations are ar hand.
ask someone to come to help in a difficult situation
e.g. British detectives were called in to conduct a fresh inquiry.



sue for charge with
e.g. They v/ him /) damages.

Proper Names & Notes

1. Arthur Charles Clarke: (1917 — 2008) a British science fiction author, inventor, and futurist. He is
most famous for the novel 2001: A Space Odyssey, written in collaboration with director Stanley
Kubrick, which led also to the film of the same name.

2. CompuServe, American Online, Prodigy, Echo, Women’s Wire and Hungary Online: the names
of online services.

3. Kid-Fun, Kidlink, Kids’Space, : the names of websites for children.

Comprehension of the Text

Complete the following statements according to the text.
1. The Americans love , like to , and like to

2. is the place on earth where you can go and be yourself.

3. Make a comparison between the real estate and the cyberspace:

Real estate Cyberspace
1) 1)
2) | 2)
3) 3)
4) 4)
5) 5)

4. Complete the following chart by referring to the similes used by the author.

Similes Characteristics

Email conversations

Information and
entertainment services

Cyberspace communities



5. Cyberspace communities evolve just the way terrestrial communities do because

6. What’s unique about cyberspace is that

7. The rules in cyberspace differ from those of terrestrial government in that

8. What’s likely to happen in cyberspace is

9. To avoid the undesirable material in cyberspace, we should ,

, and it.

10. As to the problems emerging in cyberspace, the author in the end suggests that

Communicative Activities

Activity One
Create a Homepage or a Virtual Community

Get into groups. Each group “is supposed to create a homepage or a virtual community. Choose a
field first, and brainstorm to create a blueprint for your future work. Each group selects a coordinator,
who is to take down and sum up the ideas of the group and make a presentation in class about your

working plan.

Activity Two
Now that you have created your homepage or your virtual community, the next task for your
group is to lay down the regulations for every participant to abide by.

" Word Study

Bl Word Use
Complete the following sentences by using the words or phrase below. Change the form where

necessary.



itinerary  jurisdiction beam bill ;

alluring subscription haven hanker after

1. It doesn’t lie within our to tell people what to do in the privacy of their own homes.

2. Road atlas programs will map out your route between two cities or set up a whole of
stops.

3. He is lonely and friendship.

4. The news was to the whole globe by satellite.

5. If you to magazines or are on the mailing lists of other catalogs, your name will get
circulated.

6. As long as the UN soldiers were present, the city was regarded as a safe for the
refugees.

7. Promises of quick profits the unwary investor.

8. I can’t pay now; please me for it later.

B Word Distinction

Choose the appropriate word from the lists below and complete each of the following sentences
with the correct form.

Group A

restrict bound moderate limit confine |

1. The Constitution the President’s term of office to four years.
2. If parents don’t like the rules of a given cyberspace community, they can their

children’s access to it.

3.Parentsshould __~ their language when children are present.
4. All prisoners will be to their cells.

5. The country is on three sides by the sea.

Group B

consensual  conscientious consecutive  consequential  conservative

1. Can they win the title for the third season?



