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Preface

ver the 60 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC),
Othe Party and the government have attached tremendous value to bringing
in talent from other countries, establishing and enhancing the theory with Chinese
characteristics while advancing the process of introducing foreign intellectual resources,
thus facilitating the entry and coordination of overseas experts.

After the founding of the PRC, the first-generation leadership of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CCCPC), with Mao Zedong at the core,
actively sought the opening of channels to utilize international intellectual resources,
midst the adverse circumstances of a tight blockade by hostile Western forces. Under
the guidance of the Central Party Committee, from 1949 to 1960, over 30,000 Soviet
and Eastern European experts, including the inimitable lvan Arkhipov, arrived in groups
to support China’s construction. Their experience and wisdom helped China surmount
the economic and technical blockade, playing a great role in speeding up New China’s
development in all aspects. A trendsetting group of foreign experts and international
friends, including Israel Epstein, George Hatem, David and Isabel Crook, Erwin Engst,
Joan Hinton and Sidney Shapiro who had joined the cause of the liberation of the
Chinese people, remained in or returned to China to actively participate in the socialist
construction of New China. Over these decades, they have performed their share
unsung, leading to improved world perceptions of China, and also advancing the
country in many aspects including agriculture, medical services, the training of foreign-
language personnel, and the translation of important documents.

Since the introduction of the reform and opening-up policies, the work of
introducing the world’s intellectual resources has entered a new and flourishing
phase. The second-generation leadership of the CCCPC, headed by Deng Xiaoping,
established the theory on the introduction of foreign intellectual resources. Carrying on
and developing Deng Xiaoping's theory in creative ways became the task of the third
generation of the Central Committee’s leadership, with Jiang Zemin at the core. Now,
with Hu Jintao as General Secretary, the Party’s Central Committee has enriched and
added fresh ideas to the theory on introducing foreign intellectual resources in the new
period. China’s policy has thus advanced, from “Inviting some foreigners to participate



in our key construction work in many aspects,” to “Bringing in more overseas talent and
expertise in all fields,” and now: “More effectively utilizing international and domestic
human resources, through independently training and developing talented personnel
as well as introducing more talent from overseas.” The magnitude of overseas experts
coming to work in China is increasingly greater, through constantly extending channels
with an ever-widening scope, involving unremittingly innovative management. The
number of overseas experts invited to work in China has jumped from only 468 in 1980
to 480,000 in 2008. Over the past 30 years of reform and opening-up, the number has
reached a grand total of 4.78 million persons.

With advanced ideas, extensive experience and professional technical know-
how, foreign experts have generously dedicated themselves to joining in the great
construction of the Chinese nation. They have played an active role in safeguarding
China’s food safety, agricultural economic development and social stability. Making
remarkable contributions to promoting the development of basic sciences, major
breakthroughs in key technology, independent innovations in key fields and major
projects, and the rapid development of the modern service industry, these dedicated
experts have performed unforgettable feats in helping to readjust the industrial
structure, change the mode of economic development and increase China’s integration
with the world in the fields of education, science, culture and health, while enhancing
comprehensive national power and improving people’s living standards.

This group of outstanding experts, including the likes of Shiing-shen Chern, Werner
Gerich, Hara Shoichi, Tsung-Dao Lee, Chen-Ning Yang, Morihiko Hiramatsu, and Hein
Verbruggen have served China in different ways. Their inspiring actions make them all role
models, encouraging more experts from around the world to come and work in China.

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China, the
editorial department of the Chinese-language monthly International Talent has selected
60 articles written over the years on foreign experts, and collected them into this
bilingual book. The significance of this book will be its active role in publicizing
overseas expertise and the work of introducing foreign intellectual resources, creating
enhanced understanding of China, so as to broaden its social influence across the
world and further share the world’s intellectual resources.

Zhang Jianguo, Deputy General Director of
the State Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs (SAFEA)
September 2009
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