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Introduction to Tourist Attractions of the
Mountain City

Of the four municipalities directly under the Chinese central
government, Chongqing is the only one that is located at the joining
sector of eastern China and western China, while the other three,
Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai, are all located in eastern China. With a
population of over 30 million and an area of 82 000 square kilometers
crisscrossed by mountains and rivers, Chongqing is richly endowed
with tourist resources. The city proper covers an area of more than
600 square kilometers, from Tongluo Mountain in the east to
Zhongliang Mountain in the west, and from Jingkou Township in the
north to Xiaonanhai in the south. The downtown area, embraced by
the Yangtze and Jialing rivers that join at Chaotianmen, is a city built
on hillside and surrounded by rivers, and, therefore, Chongqing is also
known as a mountain city.

This is a mountain city with a long history of civilization and rich
in cultural relics. Archaeological findings have proved that this area
was inhabited by primitive people as early as the Old Stone Age some
20 000 years ago. According to legend, today’s Tushan on the southern
bank of the Yangtze was the place where Yu, the third king in Chinese
history and the hero who conquered the flood, got married and set up
his family; and in the Yangtze near Chaotianmen there still stands the
rock which is believed to be the place where Yu’s wife used to stand
and wait for her husband to return. Today’s Chongqing area was called

Jiangzhou during the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties in the early days



of Chinese history. Jiangzhou became the capital of Ba, a newly est-
ablished state, when King Wu of the Zhou dynasty defeated King Zhou
of the state of Shang. The area was given different names such as the
Prefecture of Ba, the Prefecture of West Ba, Yizhou, Chuzhou and
Bazhou in the following dynasties of Qin, Han, Wei, Jin and the
Southern and Northern dynasties. In the first year of the reign of
Emperor Kaihuang(A.D.589) of the Sui dynasty, the area was named
Yuzhou, as the Jialing River was known as the Yushui River in ancient
times, and since then the place has been called Yu for short. It was
named Gongzhou in 1102 in the Northern Song dynasty; in 1189 in
the Southern Song dynasty the city got its present name Chonggqing,
meaning “Double Happiness” , as Zhao Dun, the ruler of the area,
was first promoted from the ruler of a zhou to the ruler of a fu, and then
from Prince Gong to Emperor Guangzong of Song dynasty in the same
year. In the reign of Emperor Yongzheng of the Qing dynasty,
Chongqing had under its jurisdiction two zhou, one ting and eleven
counties, basically covering the area of modern and present-day
Chongqing. Most traces of the crowded events have been buried in the
long history, but people today can still be reminded of the glorious
past of the ancient city by what remains there, to name just a few places
in the city proper, such as the tomb of Manzi, a king of the state of Ba,
stone carvings on the cliffs of Fotuguan Pass, sites of some of the ancient
city gates, houses partly resting on wooden supports on the hillside,
the ancient town of Cigikou, the Huguang Provincial Guild Hall, and a
number of old Buddhist temples such as Huayan, Luohan, Dafo, and

Ciyun.



Numerous important events took place in Chongging in the period
between 1892 when it was officially established as a city to its liberation
in 1949, and this made it one of the best known historical and cultural
cities in China. The founding of the city started the development of its
industry, commerce and transportation, and brought about reform of
education and emancipation of people’s mind. As a result, around the
time of the 1911 Revolution, the city gave birth to Zou Rong and Zhang
Peijue, pioneers of the Old Democratic Revolution, and monuments to
them still stand in the city. Chongqing had a total population of 230 000
when it was established in February 1929. After the War of Resistance
Against Japan broke out, the National Government announced
Chongqing to be a municipality directly under the central government
in May 1939, and made it the wartime capital in September1940. From
that time till April 1946 when the government returned to its capital
back in Nanjing, Chongqging not only was the political, economic and
cultural center in the rear areas, but also was the seat of the Far East
theater command of the allied forces against Fascism. Meanwhile, the
South China Bureau of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party and the Liaison Office of the Eighth Route Army
were also set up in Chongqing. Much work was done with fruitful
results by the Communists represented by Zhou Enlai to consolidate
national unity against Japanese aggression, which formed the culture
in the War of Resistance with the Hongyan Spirit as the core.After the
victory of the war, Mao Zedong came to Chongqing in person and
held talks with Chiang Kai-shek, and eventually concluded the October
10th Agreement with the Kuomintang. Numerous buildings and places



witnessed these history-making events, and some of them are still
standing today, including the Hongyan Village, Zhou Enlai’s former
residence, Guiyuan(the place where the October 10th Agreement was
signed), Linyuan(former official residence of Mr. Lin Sen, chairman
of the National government), the former residence of Soong Ching-
ling(Mme Sun Yat-sen), former risidences of Mr. And Mrs. Chiang
Kai-shek at Huangshan Hill, the South Hot Spring, Shandong and in
the downtown area, the site of the villa of General Marshall, sites of
foreign embassies, and the site of the Provisional Government of Korea,
and sites of houses where Mr. Guo Moro, Xu Beihong and other noted
cultural figures used to live and places related to them. At the same
time, the Baigongguan and Zhazidong prisons, the Revolutionary
Martyrs’ Cemetery at the foot of Gele Mountain that witnessed the
crimes of reactionaries also stand in the suburbs, praising the heroes
and denouncing the criminals.

October 30th, 1949 saw the liberation of Chongqing, opening up
a new chapter in the history of the city. The Southwest China Military
and Political Commission led by Deng Xiaoping, Liu Bocheng and He
Long was set up in Chongging. On December 1 1th, the city was made
a municipality directly under the central government. (It became a city
of Sichuan Province on July 1st,1954.) Shortly after liberation, the
magnificent Chongqging People’s Auditorium was built, which became,
and still remains to be, the unique landmark of the city. With the
economic and social development, numerous modern buildings have
sprung up everywhere in the city in the last 50 years since then,

especially after the reform and opening up to the outside world. The



hundreds of skyscrapers in different districts and counties of the main
part of the city have made Chongqing a modern, beautiful and imposing
metropolis. The Yuzhong District, surrounded by the Yangtze and
Jialing, looks like a swimming whale; Nan’an, Jiangbei, Shapingba
and Jiulongpo districts extend far and wide. At night, the city presents
a world of colorful lights. Over the rivers there are suspended cable
cars and magnificent bridges. Spacious squares and beautiful parks
provide places for people to take a walk and relax, and many fine
restaurants entertain people with delicious food.

Similar scenes may be found in Beijing, Tianjin,Shanghai and
many other major cities, but, favorably endowed by Nature, Chongqing
has its unique features: it is a city with rivers and mountains. The
meeting place of the Yangtze and Jialing is only usually 130-140 meters
above sea level, and it will not exceed 175 meters when the Three
Gorges reservoir is completed, while Pibashan and Eling mountains in
the downtown area are both over 300 meters. The mountain range,
with rises and falls, running from Chaotianmen in the east to Sunjiayan
in the west that forms the skyline in the central part of the city, presents
a sharp contrast against the rivers on either side, showing the special
features of a mountain and river city.

The city is a perfect combination of natural endowment and man’s
work. This finds expression in the two mountains and two hot springs:
the densely wooded Nanshan Mountain in the south and Jinyun
Mountain, also known as Lesser Mount Emei, in the north, and the
South Hot Spring and the North Hot Spring. More places of beautiful
scenery have been opened up in recent years:the Tieshanping Forest



Park in Jiangbei district and the Shengdengshan Forest Park in Banan
district, for instance.

President Jiang Zemin points out: “Chongqing, a latecomer,
should surpass the old-timers.” Facing the new millennium and the
new century, Chongqing Municipal Tourist Bureau has drawn up a 15-
year plan to promote tourism in the city and make it one of China’s
major cities of tourism with its unique characteristics. With its beautiful
scenery and rich cultural relics, plus measures for environment
protection, Chongqing’s tourist industry will surely develop with leaps

and bounds and surpass “the old-timers” .

Lao Tan
October 2nd, 2000
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