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Nowadays, people have entered into an age of information. The technical features of this
information society are based on the emergence and development of modern information technology.
Social progress and the economy are based on the development of information. Knowledge and
information have the direct power to promote development of an information society. Computers have
become a necessary tool in the development of information technology and people in modern society
should familiar with them.

As a resource, information is as important as materials and energy in the information society. The
information industry, which develops and makes use of information resources, has become an important
part of the national economy, and information technology has become an important symbol of national
science and technology.

Several basic concepts related to information are introduced in this chapter to help the reader
understand the concept of information, information technology and the information society. We will
also discuss concepts of the computer, including its development process, development trends,
classification of computers, computer applications and the influence on the society made by
information technology. Some basic knowledge is introduced, such as computer and information
security.
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