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Unit 1
Fighting with the Forces of Nature

Part | Listening Comprehension
Task 1

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage. At the end of the passage, five
statements will be raised. Read the statements carefully and decide whether
the statements are true or not by writing T for true and F for false.

Statements 1-5 are based on the passage you have just heard.

1.[ J A snowstorm which lasts about five hours with winds blowing at 25 miles per
hour qualifies as a blizzard.

2.0 ] Whenever there is a blizzard, hundreds of people will die.

3.0 ] Due to zero visibility, it is almost impossible for people to travel when there is a blizzard.

4.[ ] People can be warned of a blizzard in advance, so they can be fully prepared for
the intensity of it.

5.0 ] After a blizzard, it is totally impossible to find people trapped in vehicles.

Task 2

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage. At the end of the passage, five questions
will be asked. Answer each question by providing necessary information.

Questions 1-5 are based on the passage you have just heard.

1. US government’s measures to prevent the spread of Ebola:

2. Reasons for a fever check failure in Duncan:

3. Causes for the panic over Ebola in the US:

4. Means of Ebola virus épread:

5. Duncan’s symptoms of Ebola infection:




Part Il Language Form Focused Practice

Task 1

Directions: In this section, you will see some names of natural disasters in the Word Bank.

Pick out the name that best matches each of the definitions.

avalanche | blizzard | drought | desertification | epidemic
earthquake | forest fire | famine | flood | hailstorm

hurricane | landslide | mudflow | rainstorm | sand storm

solar flare | tornado | tsunami | volcanic eruption | typhoon

10.

Task 2

: A violent wind which has a circular movement, especially found in the

West Atlantic Ocean.

: A sudden violent movement of the Earth’s surface, sometimes causing
great damage.

: A mass of rock and earth moving suddenly and quickly down a steep
slope.

: A strong dangerous wind which forms itself into an upside-down
spinning cone and is able to destroy buildings as it moves across the
ground.

: A severe snow storm with strong winds.

: A very serious lack of food for a great number of people, causing illness
and death.

: An extremely large wave caused by the movement of the earth under the
sea, often caused by an earthquake.

: A long period when there is little or no rain.

: A sudden heavy fall of hail.

: A large amount of ice, snow and rock falling quickly down the side of a

mountain.

Directions: In this section, you are required to replace each of the italics with the word or

expression from the text without changing the meaning.

1. She is determined to succeed and she won't let anything prevent her.

2. The first part of the film was interesting but the second half seemed to go slowly because

it was boring.




10

W

. Larrived in London on a cold and wet winter morning.

4. The news of her best friend’s death #o0k ber by surprise.

9,1

. Attacks by enemy aircraft forced the tanks to go away from the city.

6. New technology has caused my old computer 7o be obsolete.

~

. Any lengthy period of separation inevitably causes damage to a relationship.

o0

. Never fail to understand how strong your opponent is.

O

. Despite public complaints, the company continued with its plans in a determined way.

10. The talks are unable to advance because of giving too much attention to details.

Task 3

Directions: In this section, you will read three short paragraphs with some words or
expressions missing. Complete each paragraph with the words or phrases in

the brackets. Make additions or changes where necessary.

The Black Saturday bushfires were a series of bushfires that ignited or were
burning across Victoria on and around February 7, 2009. As many as 400 individual fires
1 that day. The fires resulted in the nation’s 2 loss of life from a
bushfire: 173 people died and 414 were injured as a result of the fires. That day has become
widely 3 Black Saturday. (refer to as; record; high)

A group of researchers was assembled to look at the key issues 4 out of
the bushfires. The final report notes that four of the five major fires spread two to three
times faster than 5 and that spotting of the fires ahead of the main fire front
played a major part in the forward rate of 6 . (predict; arise; fire spread)

The report also notes that the fires affected 78 townships, many badly damaged and
some were 7 completely destroyed. Many residents were not prepared for the
8 of the fire and 9 last-minute planning and preparation took
place on the day of the fires. In addition, fire agencies and councils were only modestly
successful in alerting communities about effective preparation and the severity of
10 . (considerable amount of; all but; fire danger; severe)



Task 4

In English some adjectives, such as concerned, involved, present, responsible,
etc., have different meanings when they are used before and after a noun.

e.g.

I'was asked for my present address. (= my address now)

All the people present approved of the decision. (= who were there)

'The party was excellent, and I'd like to thank all the people concerned. (= involved)

Cars drive too fast past the school and concerned teachers have complained to the
police. (= worried)

Directions: In this section, you are required to write the word given in the bracket in one

of the spaces in each sentence, either before or after the noun, as appropriate.

1. Kevin always seemed such a boy . (responsible)

2. Most of the people in the battle are now dead. (involved)

3. New regulations have come into force on the storage of dangerous chemicals, and all
the companies have been notified of these. (concerned)

4. There were over three hundred people at the meeting. (present)

5. This process takes three days. It’s very complex. (involved)

6. Young as he is, this recent college graduate is a man to the task.
(equal)

7. Clara and Adam were the children for the damage. (responsible)

8. The committee will consider your application in course . (due)

9. She had an expression on her face. (absent)

10. They are mostly young people from school. (fresh)

Part lll Reading Comprehension
Task 1

Directions: In this section, you will read a passage with 10 blanks. Complete each blank
‘ with a word from the following Word Bank. Each choice in the bank is
identified by a letter. Write the corresponding letter for each blank.

In any part of the world, a drought can occur. This is a 1 and natural
disaster which can affect any country; and this is a 2 element of climate. Of
course, if the weather is balanced all throughout the year, then the 3 of drought

is very uncertain. However, not all parts of the world have a balanced weather system.

Even those with 4 weather, the climate can handle things and not cause
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any droughts to suffer. However, not all parts of the globe are this 5 and do
suffer badly from drought. However, most can avoid a drought or the impact, especially
those who grow their own crops, by using the crop 6 method.

However, if a drought recurs and continues to recur, it can in fact lead to 7
This can happen if a region or area of land has seen a 8 period of drought or a
reoccurrence of droughts. When desertification occurs due to drought, it can have a huge
and very much 9 ecological catastrophe such as that of the Horn of Africa, the
scene of recurring droughts.

In some countries around the world, a drought can cause wars. People cannot grow
crops and cannot make a living and many struggle to get food sources to allow them to 10

. As a result wars can break out; there have been several civil wars breaking out

because of droughts.

[A] recurring [B] survive [C] grave [D] prolonged [E] rotation
[F] normal [G] crucially [H] unbalanced [I] completely []] likelihood
[K] inhabited [L] warning [M] retreats [N]lucky [O] desertification

Task 2

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a list of headings and a text about
tsunami. Choose a heading from the list A-G that best fits the meaning of
each numbered part of the text (1-5). The first and last paragraphs of the text

are not numbered.

[A] Strongest Tsunami in History

[B] Prevention of a Tsunami

[C] Causes of a Tsunami

[D] Conditions Needed for the Formation of a Tsunami
[E] Definition of Some Tsunami Related Terms

[F] Formation of a Tsunami

[G] Problems Caused by Tsunami

A tsunami is a series of gigantic water waves that causes a surge of water onto land.
These surges can reach heights up to 100 feet. The massive height of the surges can lead to
devastating effects when it crashes over land. It can occur in large lakes but mainly in seas.
1:

To better understand a tsunami, it is important to understand the following terms.

Tide: The term “tide” refers to the alternate rising and falling of the sea level at
shores.

Seismic waves: Seismic waves of energy that travel through the Earth’s crust layers

12



or plates, and are a result of an earthquake or a volcano eruption which can lead to
tsunamis.

Surge: A surge of water is a strong swelling volume of water.

Earthquake: A sudden and violent movement of a portion of the earth’s crust, and
the series of vibrations that follow.

Earth’s crust: This is the solid thin layer that covers the outside of the earth. It is
the solid layer upon which we live. To put it in perspective, think of it as the skin on the
outside of an apple.

Plate: A plate is a section of the earth’s crust. Plates slide along either beside, over or
under each other, causing friction and pressure between the plates.

Teletsunami: A tsunami which causes damage a long distance away from the source
has been given the name “teletsunami”. These types of tsunamis are not produced by
horizontal motions, but by vertical motions in the seabed.

2,

Tsunami waves are caused by large underwater earthquakes where there are tectonic
plate boundaries. They can also be caused by volcano eruption under the ocean or lake.
Even giant landslides have been known to cause large tidal waves or tsunamis in the past.
Tectonic plates are sections of the earth’s crust that move against each other. When the
pressure of the tectonic plate at the ocean floor releases pressure, it causes the water above
to create a series of rolling waves which will build up to cause more turbulent and fast
moving waves. These waves will turn into one large wave and will eventually result in a
tsunami.

3

When tsunamis begin to form, they only appear a foot or so high in the deep
ocean. This makes them impossible to distinguish. As they get closer to the shoreline and
enter shallower water, their energy and height grow to drastic measures. The speed and
momentum increase due to the top of the waves moving faster that the bottom does.

The lowest point under the wave usually reaches the shore first. When it reaches the
shore, it produces what is described as the “vacuum effect”, which sucks the coastal water
into the sea and gives the opposite effect of a tsunami. When this occurs, the sea floor is
left completely waterless and totally exposed. This is the first sign that a tsunami is about
to hit.

The next stage causes the most serious and devastating effects. About five to ten
minutes after the water retreats, the tsunami will hit. This gives people little time to escape
the wrath of the tsunami; however the warning can save lives. When a tsunami hits it is
important for people to remember that the danger may not have passed with the first wave
or two. The aftershock of earthquakes can cause more waves to occur, sometimes even
hours after the initial wave hits. The best defense against any tsunami is early warning that

allows people to seek higher ground.
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