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Bill Bowler studied English Literature at Cambridge University and
mime in Paris before becoming an English language teacher, trainer, and
materials writer. He loves the theatre, opera and ballet, cinema, history,
art — and travelling. He also enjoys reading books and writing poetry
in his free time. Bill lives in Alicante with his wife, Sue Parminter, and
their three children. This retelling of Tristan and Isolde is based partly on

Wagner’s opera (1865) and partly on older versions of the tale.
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BEFORE READING

Here are some of the people in the story of Tristan and Isolde. Look at the pictures
and complete the sentences.

Melot is Tristan’s friend.

Isolde lives in Ireland. Morold is Isolde’s uncle. Brangwain is Isolde’s
servant.
Tristan lives with King Mark/Melot.

Tristan is angry, and he kills Brangwain/Morold.
Isolde/Melot helps Tristan when he is ill.
Isolde/Brangwain loves King Mark/Tristan.

Isolde marries King Mark/Tristan.

Melot/Brangwain helps Isolde when she meets Tristan.
King Mark/Melot hates Tristan, and wants to kill him.
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Tristan and Isolde is a love story.

What happens in the end?

a [ | Tristan and Isolde marry and live happily.

b [ ] Tristan and Isolde die sadly from love.

¢ [ | Tristan leaves Isolde when he meets a beautiful
French woman.
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! ® ...and King Mark is
the King of Cornwall.

® Ireland is a bigger country than
Cornwall . . .

® ... and so every year King
Mark must give money to
King Anguish’s brother,
Morold, and his men.
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king n. the most important man in a country
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@ One year, King
Mark is late with
the money. Morold
is angry when he
comes to Cornwall
for it. “The money
for my brother is
late,” he says. ‘So
this year you must
pay more.’

@ Tristan, King Mark’s nephew, ® Morold fights Tristan. Morold’s
is angry with Morold. sword has poison on it . . .
“You must fight me,” he
says, ‘before you can take the
money.’
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nephew . your sister’s (or brother’s) son
SMB; BT
fight v. to hit someone again and again
FT3, 4742
sword n. a long, sharp knife for fighting
gl

poison n. something that kills people when they eat or drink it
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| @ Morold’s men take his dead body home. Now
Cornwall and Ireland are at war.

@ Tristan’s wound does not get
better. His servant Kurvenal
puts him in a boat and they go to
look for help.

© They go across the sea to Ireland.
There, Tristan meets Isolde, the
daughter of King Anguish.
‘What’s your name?’ she asks.
He doesn’t give his true name to
her. ‘“Tramtris,” he says.
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atwar  when two countries are fighting
T

wound . a hole in the body from a knife or a sword
A

servant . a person who works for someone rich
1A

boat n. you go across water in this
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® With her potions, Isolde makes
Tristan bf:tter. At the same time,
they fall in love.

© When Isolde sees Tristan’s
wound she wants to help him.
‘Drink this,” she says, and she
gives him a potion.

But one day Isolde is
looking at Tristan’s
sword. A little piece
of it is missing.

@ She goes and finds a little piece of a sword.
It comes from her uncle Morold’s dead
body. It is the missing piece from Tristan’s
sword. ‘So he isn’t Tramtris. He’s Tristan —
my uncle’s killer!” she says.
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EmiaiC
potion n. something that you drink to make you better, love someone, or die
(B SUHIHERENN) KH
fall in love to begin loving
BANET
piece n. some, but not all, of something
h, &2
missing adj. not there
Bk
uncle n. your father’s (or mother’s) brother
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@ At first Isolde is angry. She
wants to kill Tristan. But she’s
in love with him. So she says
nothing to her father.
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® After some time Tristan goes
back to Cornwall. There he tells
King Mark all about Isolde.
‘She’s beautiful,” he says.

King Mark wants peace with
Ireland. ‘Tristan,” he says, ‘I must
marry Isolde. Go back to Ireland
and bring her to me.’

© Tristan goes back to Ireland, but he
isn’t happy. Peace with Ireland is
important, but Tristan loves Isolde,
and he wants to marry her. He
doesn’t want to get Isolde for his
uncle.
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peace n. not fighting
fE
marry v. to make someone your wife or hushand



