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[ Abstract] The existing international humanitarian law distinguishes non - interna-
tional armed conflict from international armed conflict. But there is no generally accepted
definition of “armed conflict”. Therefore, it is uneasy to determine whether a particular
situation such as terrorist attacks and armed struggles against terrorism are armed
conflict. Accordingly, there is a need to define the concept of “armed conflict”. This paper
analyzes the two characteristics of “armed conflict” provided by International Law Associa-
tion. Intensity of fighting between organized armed groups test can be carefully used to
characterize armed struggles against terrorism as armed conflict, regardless of the legal sta-
tus of terrorist organizations, the time or territory within which the armed struggles take
place. The definition can also provide a more reasonable solution to the scope of applica-
tion of international humanitarian law.

[ Key Words] Definition of armed conflict Armed struggles against terrorism In-

ternational humanitarian law
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