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Preface

Historical Architecture is a stone-made record of history, which describes the tortuous and
advancing course of a city.

Historical Architecture is a monument of a city, having accumulated the profound and fully
characterized charm of the country and people.

Historical architecture is the solidified music notes. It narrates both the sorrows and happi-
ness of the city's history.

Viewing from Jianghanguan Customhouse, Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Co.Ltd., Bank
of China and Jincheng Bank in Hankou to Wuhan University and Hubei Library in Wuchang, from
the western classical and romantic architecture to the Chinese pursuit of space effects and feeling,
we seemed to have witnessed in person the confrontation and the combination of the Chinese and
western architectures, arts and cultures.

We can learn from the past and from other countries. We not only pursue a lofty feeling as a
cliff stands high, but also have a modest heart as an ocean can contain thousands of mountains.
Historical architecture possesses a profound and everlasting art value and reflects the collective
thoughts in different cultures.

The purpose of compiling and publishing the book, An Introduction of Wuhan Historical
Architecture, is to have the history tell the past, the present state and the expectation for the future.
We anticipate that the historical architecture will accumulate the different styles and cultural
quintessence continuously, and trace the development of the city. We intend not only to record the
storm-tossed process experienced by the architecture in Wuhan, but also to promote the overall
advancement in the city construction and social economy.

Let Wuhan historical architecture together with us leave the tears and happiness in the past

century and stride into a completely new century.

Wang Shoakhal
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Introduction

Wuhan 1s a citv with a long history, consisting

wncient China. Wuchang is an ancient tow!

the king of Wa Kingdon n the Three Kingdon

sstablishied Xiakou Town ol the top  of
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Prefecture s sel up in 1368 and used to be the

Incation ol Provinece, Prefecture, and County govern

ments It had been a larmous political and cultural cit
i 1ol strat 5
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lanyg nast m 618 to 907), Hanvang had been

famous for ite handicraft ndustry and tade. During

Emperor Cheng Hua's reign in the Ming Dvnasty

was attached to Hanyvang County. During the late
Ming Dynasty (artound 1644) and the early Qing

Deyast 1800-1900), it was one of the four must

suon developed Into a modern city. It

@
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government site

Xiakou, Hankou Special City and

2 g ¥ i na 162V ped il the large
i e 8 e 1 o Shay 1
From thestart of ntergational trads 1t

undation of the People's Republic of China in 1949,

the modern buildings in Wuhan experienced many

charnges 11188 vears. The history of architecture during

the time can livided nto threox period the
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pel 1 124

1. The germination period of the modern
architecture
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up small spaces and have sloping roofs

period, China, a country closing to hersell lrom

international intercourse, became a semi-colonial and
SE ¢ i Cl 1&ad L1t B ! £

1 S1011 t 8 E
[ {91 ] a 1} 14 I 1 dle €20 LLE L 1
py the history, and therefore foreign consulates,

municipal counells, police stations, churches, factories,

nospitals, apartrments in small lanes, clubs, etc. came

1 the la C rad : i
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Buildings helonging t nation-wide townsiman

societies and trade councils appeated everywhere

According to the kou County Chronicles, there

ed altous / Clt I 1§ AITIC ! 1
Lingar r =38\ clla 1 1 1t = 1
BRATE I reldt : AT e beslde the at

buildings, there w
houses and public charitable institutions. All of these

buildings had wooden framework and compound
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\ e late Qing Dvnasty, Zhang Zhidong €
Gove g juang Reg i
palitical reform and new paolicies during his tenure of

office, and literacy and military schools were set up

The Jianghan School was extended, and the Hubel and
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Hunan School and the Jingxin School were founded.
The three schools formulated the tripartite balance in
education promotion and produced a tremendous
mfluence. Specialized schools were established after
1893, such as the Ziglang School and the Hupel Army
Schecl The former was orniginally located at Dachaojie
Street near Sanfoge in Wuchang, and then moved to
Dongchangkou in Wuchang and renamed the
Language School, and finally became Wuhan
University. Zhang Zhidong set up official factories to
make fabrics, such as the Hubel Linen Bureau, the
Cloth Bureau, the Spinning Bureau and the Silk
Bureau outside Wenchangmen Gate in Wuchang. The
factories' buildings were single-story houses with iron
sheet roofing and sieel frameworks. The introduction
of the design of plants [rom the western nations laid
the foundation of Wuhan modern industries.

The appearance of western church architecture
i Wuhan enriched the diversity of the urban buildings
and had an impact on the urban construction. Before
Hankou opened (ts market to western nations,
western Catholicism had already spread into Wuchangy
Town. According to the Wuhan Catholicism Chrenicles,
in the tenth year of Emperor Chongzhen's reign in the
Ming Dynasty in 1637, Amtonio de Gouvea, a
Portuguese missionary of the Society of Jesus,
inaugurated the mission in Huguang Region. Heset up
a church at the foot of Seshan the next vyear
Catholicism galned its popularity in Wuhan after the
Opium War (1840-1842). The Catholic Church, built at
Datikou of Wuchang Town in 1847, was extended
twice by Epiphanus Caitassace (a priest and architect)
and later renamed the San Dormo Church. In 1862,
Eustachics Zanajli, a missionary, representing the
[talian Catholic Franciscan Order, was nominated to be
the Bishop of Hubei Pastoral Area. The Bishop
entrusted Epiphanus Caitassace to direct the design
and construction of the office building for the bishop of
the East Hubel Province Pastoral Area. In 1889, to the
right side of the office, Epiphanus Caitassace built the

Wuchang Catholic Church, which combined the style

of Romanesgue with the trihedral side corridars

John Griffith, a missienary of the London
Missionary Society, founded the first Christian church
at Gejiaying in Wuchang in 1864. Corbie gables and a
sloping porch at the entrance demonstrated the
traditional Chinese tile structure. The building of the
church applied the wooden roof truss and iron sheet
roofing. Arching ornaments and arched windows at
the entrance gate reflected the western Gothic church
style. The fitst missionary school built in Wuchang was
the Boone Memocial School. It was established in 1871
to memorize a missionary, W. J. Boone, hy Bishop
Alexander Willlamson of the Hubel Pastoral Area ot
American Episcopal Church. The Christian Church
within the school has been preserved well till now, and
it reflects the architectural style of Greek temples with
colonnades constructed outside. In the same year, k. P
Saith, a missicnary of the British Methodist Church set
up the Wuchang Middle School, which was renamed
Borwen College in 1885, The above two schools and
the Learned School founded by London Missionary
Society in Hankou were referred to as the Great Three
Missionary Schools. The American Episcopal Chirchi
set up Benevolence Hospital next to the Boone
Memorial School in 1896, The hospital had a tnple
vard layout. The main building in the middle was a
western two-stary house of brick-timber structure and
had two wings of two storles with side corridors.

Historical buildings in Hanyang Town, especially
those of industries in the late Qing Dynasty enjoyed
great growth during the Westernization Movement
Zhang Zhidong established the Steel Administration
Bureau in Wuchang in 1890 and chose the north part of
Guishan as the site of the Hanyang Iron-Steel Works,
which was the first iron and steel allied company in
the Far East. E. P Johnson, an English engineer, took
charge of the design and another English engineer,
Henry Hobsen was nominated to be the chief supervi-
sor of the construction and installation. Steel frame
bearings of great span, steel beams, columns and iron

shieet roofing were applied to the six huge buildings
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It was one of the early plants of steel structure in
China. Bricks-timber structure was adopted on the
other four small workshops. Zhang Zhidong set up the

Hubei Cartridge Plant to the west of the steel works in

1891. The plant was extended several times afterwards,

and renamed the Hanvang Armament Plant in 1903 It
was designed by Germans. All the workshops had
brick-timber structure with iron sheet roofing. The
construction cost about 4.58 million taels of silver.

As the consequence of the unfair Tianjin Treaty
after the second Opium War (1856-1860), Hankou was
made a harbor open to western nations. In 1861,
British government started constructing its consulate,
including the consul residence and other offices, and
built the British Municipal Council, police station, and
Barogue Palace afterwards. Most of these buildings
were of two or three stories with bricks-timber
structure. Open-air arcades were built around the
buildings They were the earliest colonial architecture
in Hankou. Following Sino-France Tianjin Treaty, the
French government also acquired the privilege to set
up Its concession and consular section at the harbors
open to western nations, The French consulate was
established in Hankou in 1865. The consulate building
consisted of several two-story buildings of brick
tirnber structure with gravtile roofing. A flood
destroved most of the buildings in 18391, and only the
consul residence house in the northeast part has
survived until now. China lost the Sino-Japanese war
in1895. The Treaty of Shimonoseki rearranged the
capitalists' carving up of China, Germany settled its
concession and started to construct the consulate in
Hankou in 1895 The consulate buildings, including
consul residence with open-air arcades around the
three sides, the Municipal Council, and the police
station, were all of two-stary buildings made of bricks
and timber. They were typical colonial architecture

After acquiring a plot of concession, the Russians
started to build their consulate n 1896. The early
buildings were two-story houses of bricks and wood

with flat roofs, which were extended in 1902 to include

office pulldings and police station. The exterior walls
of the office buildings were plain walls made of red
bricks, which had a hip roof with red tiles. Parapet
walls were buill around the eaves. The Japanese set
up 1ts concession in Hankou in 1898

The Hankou Branch of the British Chartered Bank
of India, Australia and China opened its business in
1865. [t was the first foreign bank located in Wuhan. In
the same year, the bank started constructing its office
building in the British concession (in present-day
Qingdac Road). The building, consisting of three
stories made of bricks and timber with iron sheet
roofing., was constructed by a British Construction
Company called Fadepu Construction Co. The building
had classical British red square spires standing at the
four corners of the roof. The number of foreign firms in
Hankou increased to 114 by the year 1894. Afterwards
the construction of office buildings grew rapidly

Churches were erected one after another in
Hankou with the setting up of foreign concessions. In
1874, Eustachics Zanajli, the Bishop of the [talian
Catholic Franciscan Order, assigned Angelus
Vaudagna, an ltalian missionary, to build the
Executive Office (the present Bishop Building) of the
East Hubei Pastoral Area. The plot of the land covered
5000 sguare meters. The land was divided from the
British Concession and purchased fram the British
Municipal Council (in present-day Shanghal Road).
The St. Arthur Catholic Church was constructed in
1876, which cost 120000 French francs. The
Romanesqgue church, the largest among the churches
in Wuhan, could hold 1000 people. [t was made of
bricks and stones with a long cruciform plane and a
trihedral structuie. John Griffith. a missionary of
London Missionary Society, set up hualou Cathedral
(or Leading Church) in Hualon Street of Wuhan in 1880.
The church possessed a unique style. There were small
and straight pinnacles at the roof corners. Cinguefoil
and Gothic arching windows ornamented the walls
But, the tiles on the eaves of the sloping porch at the

entrance and decoration on corbie gables reflected



KRALEAEL ik

traditional Chinege patterng, which demaonstrates the
combination of Chinese and western styles In the
architecture

Hospitals and schools emerged in streets. Porker
Smith, a medical doctor of the British Methodist
Churcli established Treat All Hospiial near

Wiis

hengmiac in 1864
reception room, diagnosis rooms and wards for male
extended the

and female patlents. Afterwards he

hospital and set up a primary school, a church and

some residential houses in Hanzheng Street

2.The thriving period of the modern architecture

Relatively maore bulldings emerged 111 this perod,
which have been preserved well. Most of them, three
to six stories high, adopted reinforced concrete

structure or reinforced concrete elements. The

builldings had grand bodies, elegant exterior appear-
incee and luxury interior decoration. During the period.
the classical architecture and consiriction technology
introdueed fram the west reached a higher level, At
the sanme time, new modernist buildings appeared in
Wiuthan

vy, Russia and

Following Britain, France, Germai

Japan, America, Italy, Belgium, Denmark, Holland,

opened their consulates or

Wuhan. The

Mexico and Sweden
consular sections one after another in

Concession territory fonmed [ts early scope. With the

stablishmert of foreign settlements, western ways of
construction were Introduced into Wuhan and the
construction of the concessions reached 1ts high tide
The ouildings of the caoncessions were located
alongside the Changliang River, with Jinghan Ratlway
beliind them, convenient to water and land transpor-
tation The structure of the buildings' space basically
followed the traditional European classical architec-

eets stood tall bulldings

(03]
45

A
1)
o
o

to create symmetrv. Great attention we

glven 1o the
lusury of the buildings' exterior appearance.
The American Consulate was set up in Hankon in

1905, tacing the Bangue de I' Indo-Chine, a French

ucture. The exterior walls are plain ‘walls made of

red bricks painted with red plgment powder. The

storm porch at the entrance has a clireular plane. and

he enrved walls give a moving effect, with g semicir-

cular brick window attached to the facade The

buiding looks like a castle, but imitates some Barogue

style. The luxurious Interior decoration has been

preserved well

In the early 1900. the constrnuction of the French

French Police Station

Concession developed rapl
Barogue Palace (a: the intersection of Chezhan Road

and Shengli Street, being destroved later) were built in

succession in 1802, In 1910 Cratianus Gennaro, the
shop of East Hubel vinece Catholic Pastoral Area,
entrusted Amedeus Tssot de Merona, a French

v, to set up a chapel, also called the French

~within the French Concession. The chureh hag

& cruciform layout. The mnterior celling has a blue
background [ull of white stars. Arched buttresses and
thelr detall decoration follow the Cothic architecture
The building of the Cathelic Lutheran Societv was

puilt later with funds from six churches. The Lutheran

Building designed kv &

engineer, has six
stories with a reinforced concrele structure It was
used as a church hotel for accommodating fellow
believers, The Executive Office of Hankou Pastoral
Area was added to its right side (1 1925

Forelgn Banks and firins erecied thelr bulldings in
' Inde-

The

a great number m Hankou

two-story building had a brick-timber structure, with
all the exterlor walls made of red bricks. The walls
were finished with pilasters. The brick carvings were
used to arnament windows and string courses. The

building can pe considered the only preclous

brick carving art still existing. British Hongkong &
Shanghat Banking Co. Ltd demolished its early
Hankou Branch building of two stories with a brick

timber structure constructed in 1866 and started to
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build a new office butlding 1n 1913. The new building
was designed by an English engineer from the bank's
Shanghal branch, The exterior walls were constructed
with granite. Wooden boards were laid on the interior
teinforeed conerete floors. Marble was (nlaid in dadoes
in the nuddle corridors. The ground outside the
exterior walls was covered with mosaics. The
modsling of the main facade displays preciseness and
svimmetry. The foundation, main building and eaves
ohviously formed three sections. Thero are five
patterns from the left to the right. The entrance stands
in the muddle. Ten lonic columns with granite
chapiters stand in the prostyle. The columns are
typical elements of the classical architecture, which
not only enrich the building's appearance, but also
demonstrate the graveness and loftiness of the
building

Famous foreign firms included British Hemimings
& Berkley Co. Architect Hemmings and Engineer
Berkley designed the building by themselves in 1920
The building has slx storles with reinforced concrete
structure, The interior, with a short middle corridor,
was designed to meet the needs of the offices
Imitation stone finishing was applied 1o the exteriol
walls The facade decoraticns had been simplified to
lessen classical ornaments and to utilize the window
glasses to its full capacity. Focusing on the pragmatic
unctions and simplifying the facade decorations
reflecied the new development of the western
architectire.

During the penod, some natlonal banks erected
thelr buildings. For example, the four-st

the Bank of

ory bullding of
China was constiucted with reinforced
concrete structire in 1917, the building ol Shanghal
Commercial Saving Bank was constructed in 1920; the
Salt Trader's Bank of five stories with reinforced
concrete structure.and the Z!'t, ang Industrial Bank of
six stories with reinforced cancrete stri

bl in 1926,

icrure were

British and German firnms owned the majority of

industrial buildings. British businessinen established

the Hankou Eleetric Lamp Company v 1905 The
three-story building had reinforced concrete structure,
a steel framed reinforced concrete floor, red tile roofing,
and granitoid decorated exterior walls. In the same
yveart, Inorder to take over the cotton market in Wuhan,
the Briuish firm, Liddell Bros & Co. Set up the Liddell
Brothers Packing Factorv, which was canstructed by
SHanghai Xiesheng Yingzaochang. The four-story
building had multi-span reinforced concrete structire
with cast-in-place reinforced conecrele [loors and the
exterior walls were made of red hricks 'The
framework's tensile and distribution remnforcements
had the exact structure of those used n modern
buildings, which illustrates that the theory of
reinforced concrete was already mature at the time.
Wanggue Import and Export Co., a British company,
set up the Egg Plant of lnternational Export Co. in 1902.
Then in 1907, 1911, 1917, and 1923, it extenaged the
factory, and dozens of workshope and warehouses
with reinforced concrete structure were constructed
The tactory became the largest egg production plant
in Wuhan at the time.

The British Concession constructed its Telephene
Bureau in 1915. The four=story building has reinforced
ucture. There is a semi-basement beneath
the ground floor The esterior walls are made of
granitold. There are many vatiations in the parapet
walls on the eaves, and in the decorations of lines «and
corners. The Telegraph Bureau set up itg five-story
pulding of reinforeed concrete structire nex: 1o 1he
Telephone Bureau in 1320, The gray exterior walls,
made of ron sand bricks produced in Hanyang and
decorated with brick-carvings, show certain simplicity.
Two wings of the main building face the streets. The
pusiness hall located in the middle atrium has a
clerestory window to let i natural lighting. The
interior was designed to be compact,

e Cermans also ran many firms in Wuhan
Melchers & Co. started 1is business in Wuhan as early
as 1861. It traded mainly in iron, steel, hardware and

machines. The tirm turned its trade 1o agricultire
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