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Ways of Learning

Section 1 Reading Task

Text A Learning, Chinese-style

1

Cultural Notes

Education in the West

There is no common agreement concerning the best way of education. A variety of views
can be found among parents, teachers and students. Much of the current debate over
education surrounds the extent to which learning should be teacher-based or student-
based. Compared to Asian methods of learning, Western methods are more student-
based, expecting students to discover things for themselves rather than relying on their
teachers to tell them what to learn and how to learn.

The extent to which learning is teacher-based or student-based also depends on
differences between subjects. Recently, for example, there has been a trend in
mathematics teaching in England away from having pupils work on their own or in small
groups back towards a more traditional approach, with the teachers guiding the entire
class step-by-step through a lesson. This followed research suggested that, as far as math
was concerned, a more teacher-based approach was more effective.

Educational system in Great Britain

The education system in the UK is divided into four main parts: primary, secondary,
further and higher education. Primary education begins at age 5 and continues until age
11, comprising key stages one and two under the UK educational system. From age 11
to 16, students will enter secondary school for key stages three and four and to start their
move towards taking the Certificate of Secondary Education.

Once students finish secondary education, they have the option to extend into further
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education to take their A-Levels, GNVQ’s(General National Vocational Qualification),
BTEC’s (Business Education and Technician Education Council) or other such
qualifications. UK students planning to go to college or university must complete further
education.

Higher education includes the first degree or the Bachelor’s degree (courses are mainly
full time and last 3 years), Master’s degree (one year course) and Ph.D.

Educational system in the USA

American children start school at five (kindergarten). It is required of all American
children. The second year is considered the first grade of primary school, which consists
of five years.

Upon completion of fifth grade, children go to secondary school. It is referred to as sixth
through twelfth grade. Grades 9-12 are referred to as high school. Upon completion of
twelfth grade, American students are awarded a certificate called the high school diploma,
which is a must before they are admitted to colleges or universities.

Students who have completed high school and would like to attend college or university
must attend what is referred to as an undergraduate school. These are schools that offer
either two-year degree/associate degree or four-year degree/bachelor’s degree in a specific
course of study. Students who complete an associate degree can continue their education
at a four-year school and eventually complete a bachelor’s degree.

After obtaining bachelor’s degrees, students can further their education. The first is
a master’s degree. Students who want to advance their education even further in a
specific field can pursue a doctorate degree, also called a Ph.D. It takes three to six
years.

Suggested websites

http://www.moe.edu.cn/

http://www.ed.gov/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

http://www.educationuk.org

Key Words & Expressions

For a month in the spring of 1987, my wife Ellen and I lived in the bustling eastern
Chinese city of Nanjing with our 18-month-old son Benjamin while studying arts
education in Chinese kindergartens and elementary schools. ( Pare. 7 )

bustling adj. full of people moving about in a busy way #1=49; B EIEH 4

The market was bustling with life. 3% 4 #3535,
[#%4] bustle ». move around in a busy way or hurry sb. in a particular direction ¥ F
TR, IR (RASEANT @)
The key to our room was attached to a large plastic block with the room number on it.
( Para. 2 )
attach ut. fasten or join (one thing to another) %, 1, &4



Eamgle 7| 1 attached a wire to the computer. & /£ & fii_E4& TR 4K,
[ 4% ] attach importance/significance/value/weight, etc. to sth. JAHy ==+ HERE. &
L. HE. 2%
attach great/little importance to sth. % (R) ZAXF
He probably got as much pleasure out of the sounds the key made as he did those few
times when the key actually found its wayinto the slot.  ( Pasa. 2)
find one’s way-reach a destination naturally; arrive at 2|3, #AL HA
Eample | Shanghai is not an easy city to find your way around. /& Li#iX B3R, AAiA%
RE%.
But I soon observed an interesting phenomenon.  ( Para. €)
phenomenon (phenomena pl.) n. a fact or an event in nature or society, especially one
that is not fully understood I %

Eample | cultural/natural/social phenomenon XAt.. # %K. #2IE

Any Chinese staff member nearby would come over to watch Benjamin and, noting his
lack of initialsuccess, attempt to assist. ( Para. ¢)

mitial adj. of or at the beginning, first FF 4449, RA4144
Eamples | in the initial stages of the campaign 3% 3) &4 K 47 -F&
My initial reaction was to decline the offer. 2 5 #7449 B 5L & 2456 5 46 1X 4R,
{2722 ] initiative n. £3hH, R%&; HAHAY; 18X
... as if considering us to be neglecting our parental duties.  ( Paza. €)
neglect vt. 1. give too little attention or care to 241

Eample | What do you think of a man who neglects his wife? 3 F—A3t f LE2F R R AR
A, RAFMAER?
ii. to fail or forget to do sth. that you ought to do #/%. #H iR

Famgle | You neglected to mention the name of your previous employer. 44:i% J& T 45 vA 7T &
EXGE A
(972 ] neglect n. ZAL. &%, R EM: neglect of sb./sth.
neglected adj. ZAL4G. Bwkbty. RAKEAL
negligence n. %, X, &%
[ ##7 ] neglect, ignore #A “BA2" Z&.
neglect M E R TL TR Y EM; @ ignore N R FTHEREM, hEFBA 240K

RAE—H#,
I soon realized that this incident was directly rclevant to our assigned tasks in China
( Para. 5 )

relevant (to sth./sb.) adj. directly connected with the subject #/ %#9, 7#¢9

Eample © Only a few people feel the debate about the cloning of human beings is relevant
to their daily lives. RV BAXFX T LBARGI S04 B FLER
X,

[952] irrelevant adj. %%

He will be happy, he will learn how to accomiplish the task sooner, and then he can proceed
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to more complex activities, like opening the door or asking for the key ...  (Para. 6)
accomplish vt. manage to do sth. T & &)

Fanple | The first part of the plan has been safely accomplished. %49 % —3 5 €A

o

[ ] accomplished adj. very good ata particular thing, having a lot of skills # 4 & 49,
KL B[R, RH%N
accomplishment n. an impressive thing that is done or achieved after a lot of

work Rk, AR

[ ##7] accomplish, finish, achieve, complete #% “ZT > &S, AME & RE:
accomplish 48R ZLE| T RHA 47, TR T4ESH; finish £FA#E, BFH
897 4. ZTAR; achieve 3% LR AXE T mZE BIALRKF; complete ME 4
TF F‘X?%é‘]m%« 52 3 R

.. both of which accomplishments can (and should) in due course be modeled for him
aswell. (Para. 6)
1) in due course: at the right time and not before £3& % ¢ 8H4%, 2| —& #98H4%
Eample | Your request will be dealt with in due course. 4449 & K 44 £ & % 44 BHE T A%
2) model vt i. to create a copy of an activity, a situation, etc. so that you can study it
before dealing with the real thing #---- MARAER, 4|
Eamgle | The program can model a typical homepage for you. X AN42 5 3T A 5 4k 446 —
2 R
ii. to shape clay, etc. in order to make sth. ¥ (§5 £) foRAER!
Example | a statue modeled in bronze #4R1%
[#2] model yourself on sb.: 452k, VA A b
.. whether it be placing a key in a key slot, drawing a hen or making up for a misdeed ...
( Para. 7 )
make up for: repay with sth. good; compensate for #M£, #Ak
Eample | After all the delays, we were anxious to make up for the lost time. B8 T iX 2 4.,
A& A BIFANK LGB,
In retrospect, it became clear to me that this 1nc1dent was indeed key — and key in more
than one sense. ( Para. &)

in retrospect: thinking about a past event or situation, often with a different opinion of it
from the one you had at the time . =48, #EHHEE

Eamgle | In retrospect, | think that I was wrong. Bl /EE, KREFLRAET.

Instead, they guided him with extreme facility and gentleness in precisely the desired
direction. ( Para. 9)

extreme qdj. i. very great ﬁ}ié’] AR 64
Eample | We are working under extreme pressure at the moment. H 37 &A11.E A M X # /5 A
FLAE.
ii. not ordinary or usual, serious or severe ¥ FF 44, BEH, EHH




13.

14.

Eamples' Children will be removed from their parents only in extreme circumstances. ARAE
BttE LT AL BT B XA, 2
It was the most extreme example of cruelty to animals I had ever seen. XA HZ L
RS G EF MO FH. '
iii. (of people, political organizations, opinions, etc.) far from what most people consider
to be normal, reasonable or acceptable (A BEALR, FLF) Bintd, fagkey, &
28
Eangle | extreme left-wing/right-wing views % % /#8 % %L &,
{94 ] extreme n. the greatest or highest degree of sth. #s%. ME . Ik

Eamples. extremes of cold, wind or rain & &. X, &Kd
Taken to extremes, this kind of behaviour can be dangerous. X #7474 4= &
AN T e 2T e,
g0 to extremes & 3%
in the extreme #/Z . #Mikib; FEFiH

In the best Chinese tradition, they were ba zhe shou jiao — “teaching by holding his hand”
— so much so that he would happily come back for more.  ( Para. )
much so that: to such a degree that ... 24wt A2 B VA ZE Fooevee

Eample = Some parents spoil their children, so much so that they never ask them to do any
housework. A 22 R KR EFZ T, AR T EIILRE EE.

I attitudes to creativity there seems to be a reversal of prioritics: young
Westerners making their boldest departures first and then gradually mastering the
tradition; and young Chinese being almost inseparable from the tradition, but, over time,
possibly cvolving to a point equally original.  ( Pata. 77 )

1) 1o terms of/in .. terms: used to show what aspect of a subject you are talking about or
how you are thinking about it # &, #-----f %, &--F &

Eamples. The job is great in terms of salary, but it has its disadvantages. #.# K%, iX
TG R R4, {2df —% RAlZ 4.
The decision was disastrous in political terms, A4 E & A&, X N ARZZ R
e o
[##82] under the terms of the agreement #R4% i £k

terms and conditions &4

the strongest possible terms & 3% 4% ¢4 $4-4F

be on good/friendly/bad terms with sb. (5% A) X & ¥/ K45/ R4

on first-name terms with sb. (5 ¥ A) X 24 (A~+ £ %)

come to terms with sb./sth. (5EA. ¥:3) AR, L, 3EZL BARRE

Z¥F)
on your own terms/on sb.’s terms #%& 8 | &) &4/ARE - &9 3K
2) prionty n. sth. that one must do before anything else; sth. that holds a high place

among competing claims #£ &% £#9F, &

Eanples.  You need to get your priorities right. /i fF e E i o h 2 F4 &
The search for a new vaccine will take priority over all other medical research.
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A1 698 S A — I B F AR LA,
[ 3552 ] a high/low priority £ .&.. JFE.%
atop priority E¥ X F, L4 &
the first priority k% X ¥
3) evolve vi. develop gradually ## X /&
Eanplég] The idea evolved from a drawing discovered in the attic. iX —28 i & & M I8 #%
PAIG—2E LIFE]8Y.
The company has evolved into a major chemical manufacturer. iX 2\ 3] 2R
KR AH—NERGHI) .
The contrast between our two cultures can also be seen in terms of the fears we both
harbor  ( Para. 72)
harbor i. vt. keep sth. secretly in one’s mind & (£ ¥4%)
Eanglesl] The arsonist may harbor a grudge against the company. A X 48T fiEx} /23] AR
She began to harbor doubts about the decision. ¥ 7F %4 #fiX — 2 & & 4 IREE.
ii. n. an area of water on the coast, protected from the open sea by strong walls, where
ships can shelter i#&#, #a, &3
Eamplé ] Several boats lay at anchor in the harbor. 7% 244 & /L&A,

But assuming that the contrast I have developed is valid and that the fosteringof skills
and creativity are both worthwhilegoals. = ( Para. 72)
1) valid adj. based on truth or sound reasoning; legally or officially acceptable # k4% ¢4;
AR LAY, EXIATH
Eamglsl] They have a valid claim to compensation. fefI14 & K W42 695 36 F).
The point you make is perfectly valid. 1} 3% & 6936 & T 4 3575 E M.
[ 952 ] validate vt. 3, BN H B, AT
validity n. E#EEH K, &%, EXIAT
2) foster vt. help or encourage the growth and development of 3% 7, 12it, ¥k
Eamlesl The club’s aim is to foster better relations within the community. f& 3£ 44 % §
AR AARA RO XA,
Overuse of antibiotics may foster the spread of drug-resistant bacteria. # f L
AXTHRE KA @E T K.
3) worthwhile adj. worth doing, worth the trouble taken {813 #9

Eamples] It was in aid of a worthwhile cause. X Z £ 4 & H 9 F L R—4H 7.
It is worthwhile to include really high-quality illustrations. J&. £ iF 3 /i 49368
etk REAF.
[#®2 ] It is worthwhile to do sth. /A3 X F

Sentence Highlights

But one of the most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the difference between Chinese and
American ideas of education came not in the classroom but in the lobby of the Jinling



Hotel where we stayed in Nanjing. ( Pasa. 7)

# #8 K4 625 Zone of the most telling lessons, 3t the most telling &% %3349
BEA, telling 3% &) F-T AR Himpressive, memorable, unforgettable,
Ji] %4845 & 34 lessons; Ellen and I got in the difference between Chinese and
American ideas of education Z454Flessonsty & B X iEM 8] (4% T X & Kidthat
which): #i4 came B &#i8iE; B @4 not...but... RFRAHE, FH “TR
...... ‘E}%"""” 5

# &l A\, BFRRCHEBOF LT ERTAR LR ORAESHREAERARE,
Rk B RANE BT HE G EHEBIREHRE.

The key to our room was attached to a large plastic block with the room number on
it. (Para. 2)

# w8 K&HREL4, 4 ~AThe key to our room was attached to a large plastic
block, to our room ZA~A42iE#ME B £ 51545 the key; with the room number
on it £ with 3| § #3544, with 7| Fe9 s EMTutka FRE. 2AH
%, WAz, @FATFEXIK, TEFEAHAV L, with 5| FeRaLME

T AfERE.
# ol K65 NARAE—SATH BT 50K BHH L.

Because of his tender age and incomplete understanding of the need to position the key
just so, he would usually fail.  ( Para. 3)

# #8 &4 34 2he would usually fail; because of his tender age and incomplete
understanding of the need to position the key just so £/& Bki&, HFas
H—/ATE to position the key just so, 78 F F A4 ZEE4 the need;
so A& PHARAT X P HI;it 4y position the key carefully to fit into the key
slot.

# 3l RALEEY, KAARRKRQ AR E S R, BHERERHEE.

. Any Chinese staff member nearby would come over to watch Benjamin and, noting his
lack of initial success, attempt to assist.  ( Pasa. ¢)

# #0 and #4453 come over v attempt; 4 F ¥4 would £-Fid %%
FMEF, ML T used to; nearby £ FiAMEE4 staff member; noting
his lack of initial success AL EME T8 694K3E, 8% F when they
noticed his lack of initial success, € #jiZ4§ £ & any Chinese staff member
nearby.

# Ml E BT ATEIHAR R AELF, HoETREERAY, Libinik
S0, RARSKE R,

I soon realized that this incident was directly relevant to our assigned tasks in China: to
investigate the ways of early childhood education (especially in the arts), and to throw
light on Chinese attitudes toward creativity. ( Paza. 5)

# #8  A& 4 P chat this incident was directly relevant to our assigned tasks in China: to

Unit 1
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investigate the ways of early childhood education (especially in the arts), and to
throw light on Chinese attitudes toward creativity, that 5| 3#9 8 & %#, and
HAEA/ to REXLM: to investigate the ways ... #= to throw lighton ..., €
MR 53] % 51545 tasks. £ F throw light on EER “€#A G, HHF” , shed
. cast 7T vA B £ #4X throw, 4o: The research on DNA has thrown/shed/cast
some new light on genetic engineering. DNABF A 84 T i K B T42 69 Ak,
# & ZARKERD, ZEIFHRNETE MG A LBEMR: FRLULEFHH
FRARZAERD HF X, BrdEASCARKREHGSA.

6. *Since adults know how to place the key in the key slot, which is the ultimate purpose

Unit 1

of approaching the slot, and since the child is neither old enough nor clever enough
to realize the desired action on his own, what possible gain is achieved by having him
struggle?  ( Para. 6)

Ml REFTHBAA since 3| 56957 KiEMNE), ¥ FE —ANMEGEFH —A which
3| F 69 AEFRA M E B8] which is the ultimate purpose of approaching the
slot, 545185 AT &9 place the key in the key slot.

AR PR M R IE M) R T IR B, FRA 58] 3 ATA5-4H 6 184K
FRAEMIE, FHEANMG2HmE) THES, B RTRELH; (2RIFRT
MR B G A AT IR M AEE, At £ RBAMLHYA, ZAET I
REMZENG 85T, XAKH which RTHw; FREEIENS T
4 which # A RAEKAT @ 69 A8 T X4 Fa9—2305, 4o

He told us that he had passed the Entrance Examination and had been admitted
by a famous university, which was nothing but a pack of lies. #.%-F &£ 14i8 if
TRE R —ATELRFRRT, IR —RRKT.

# A RARALEEQARARE R — X R A EHOGRADH, RRBETE
REY, TERA RITE|T AR A TREME S, ik f TREN LA H 44F
AL R?

He may well get frustrated and angry — certainly not a desirable outcome. ( Para. 6 )

M 4 1 K%F49 may well do sth. B 4H, ELR “TH” , 4o It may well rain
tonight. ST £ F M. Mmay (just) as well do sth. &7 “HEd. &4F. B
4o FX¥” , 4v: Heis a genius. You may as well say so. oA KA, thzs T
VAZA$H. /We may as well go home. There’s nothing more to do. #1114 R4w
BE, RAFRMKT.

# & RBETRERSEKALMA—XERREAH LR,

So long as the child is shown exactly how to do something — whether it be placing a key

in a key slot, drawing a hen or making up for a misdeed — he is less likely to figure out

himself how to accomplish such a task.  ( Para. 7 )

M # ] so/aslongas 69 & ER “RE” , 4= We will go as long as the weather is good.
RERAIF&AN#ZE . whether it be placing a key in a key slot, drawing a hen
or making up for a misdeed R & #1iEFA, /£ 4)F FHAKE. He is less likely to
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figure out himself how to accomplish such a task ¥ #) be likely to do sth. &7
“TEMAEE” ; B —A likely 49% /A & 4 It is more than likely that ..., &

7 “4&THL” , 4o: It’s more than likely that the thieves don’t know how much
it is worth. # AR T 8 T4 i 49 ME.

# & wREMNAETF R F A THE A F—Ie AR R ARMN 2 €47, 8RB
R AL AP ARIRAT A AT — TRt R KT HE B AT F Rk & TR F.

The idea that learning should take place by continual careful shaping and molding applies

equally to the arts.  ( Para. 70)

# # | A& F £iEH the idea that learning should take place by continual careful shaping
and molding, # ¥ that 3| §64 2 Fl{42iEM8); A4 641835 R applies to.
Bl A8 AN 4] BT & 69 S AT 8 R 4H R 497, BB &) 6915 A R AT L AT
#. 3.9, 4e=: Obviously, there was little certainty that the chairman would
agree to this proposal. 22K, FAEHE /54 FEX RN,
the fact that ... R FLGFLEAE, FAT a4 IMHAFAZERNF
#&, 4w: The fact that a statesman is also a politician doesn’t detract from his
statesmanship. BUE K42 B E X —F £ AR T 806 ZH £
F 9k, FLEAE ¥ & that A2 3EAE) F 697|397 that RA K A169: that £F)
{2iEM8) F k35, RAF|EZMER, LEKIEERTHR; @ that £LiE
ME) P RXENRE, EOTFAE—ZARL, FAAMELEIFAL, Kb:
The news that was spreading proved to be incorrect. JE7E454& 69 7% &AL 90 2 44
49, (thatE ZiEMEG T EE, —KETI)
The news that he was resigning his position proved to be incorrect. #44# 5244
W EIEP ARG, (that R ZAB|FIAFMLEME G94ER, —BARA i)
# &0 FARBERMG e BE L FRFUER, X—NARHEATLA.
But assuming that the contrast I have developed is valid, and that the fostering of skills and
creativity are both worthwhile goals, the important question becomes this: Can we gather,
from the Chinese and American extremes, a superior way to approach education, perhaps
striking a better balance between the poles of creativity and basic skills? ~ ( Pera. 74 )

M 4 | A4 69 L8 Hthe important question becomes this; assuming ... 48 % F if 7] 44
FHRIENE), BEA A that 5| F69715) %5, ¥ I have developed %
&M 8] 154 contrast; Can we gather, from the Chinese and American extremes,
a superior way to approach education, perhaps striking a better balance between
the poles of creativity and basic skills? X —3 5277 & this #F{1&, H ¥4t
approach education& & XA 1EME 5545 way, FI4f perhaps striking a better
balance between the poles of creativity and basic skills & 4184235 % 154546 way.
H b FeassumeRy X #9458 A : It is reasonable to assume that ... 3A -+ A E
3 #4y; Let us assume that ... RAVRK -+ 4

XN AA, BERRXEZAHGRER KLY, RBERARKD 50 HRHE LT E
ROBAF, FATZGPMAAET: BMNETKT LB P FRK—F 845
HEF TN, CRFRAELE S BRI ALK RILZ 0] KAF AP EAT 0 - #72

Unit 1
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' Key to Exercises for Text A

- Z -
Comprehension

ConTenNT QUESTIONS

Possible answers:

1. They were studying arts education in Chinese kindergartens and elementary schools in
Nanjing.

2. Their 18-month-old son Benjamin was fond of trying to place the key into the slot of the
key box during their stay at the Jinling Hotel.

3. They would come over to watch Benjamin and then try to teach him how to do it
properly.

4. Because he realized that this anecdote was directly relevant to their assigned tasks in
China: to investigate early childhood education and to throw light on Chinese attitudes
toward creativity.

5. Most of them displayed the same attitude as the staff at the Jinling Hotel.

6. He emphasized that the most important thing is to teach the child that one can solve a
problem effectively by oneself.

7. He means that this incident pointed to important differences in educational and artistic
practices between China and the USA.

8. The manner in which the Chinese staff saw the need to teach the child by guiding his
hand is characteristic of a broader attitude to education, one that stands in contrast to the
Western preference for leaving the child to explore and learn unaided.

9. One example is of children at the age of 5 or 6 painting flowers, fish and animals skillfully
and confidently; in a second example, calligraphers 9 and 10 years old are producing
excellent works; and in a third, young artists work on perfecting their craft for several
hours a day.

10. Americans think that unless creativity has been acquired early, it may never emerge, and
skills can be picked up later. Chinese think that if skills are not acquired early, they may
never be acquired, and there is no hurry to promote creativity.

11. This is mainly due to the difference in their way of thinking.

12. The author makes the suggestion that we should strike a better balance between the poles
of creativity and basic skills.

1. 1) The text begins with an anecdote.
2) His thoughts are mainly about different approaches to learning in China and the West.
3) He winds up the text with a suggestion in the form of a question.

Unit 1



Points for Comparison/
Contrast

Chinese

Americans

1) ways to learn to
accomplish a task

show a child how to do
something, or teach by
holding the hand

teach children that they
should rely on themselves for
solutions to problems

2) attitudes to creativity
and skills

give greater priority to
developing skills at an early
age, believing that creativity
can be promoted over time

put more emphasis on
fostering creativity in young
children, thinking skills can
be picked up later

Language Sense Enhancement |

o

1) summarizing

3) contrast between
5) harbor

7) comparable

9) emerge

Language Focus |

Yocabulary
ARG S
1) insert
5) initial

9) is awaiting

2.

1) a striking contrast between the standards of living in the north of the country and the

south.

2) on occasion
6) phenomena
10) not ... in the least

2) value originality and independence

4) in terms of

6) fearful

8) promote creativity
10) picked up

2) is said to be superior to synthetic fiber.

3) as a financial center has evolved slowly.

4) is not relevant to whether he is a good lawyer.

5) by a little-known sixteenth-century Italian poet have found their way into some

English magazines.
3.

1) be picked up, can’t accomplish, am exaggerating

3) investigate
7) attached
11) promote

8) make up for
12) emerged

2) somewhat, the performance, have neglected, they apply to

3) assist, On the other hand, are valid, a superior

Unit 1

4) In retrospect

.



