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Helen Shepherd:
Brian Webb:

Dr Atkinson:
James McNab:

Harriet Johnson:

Claudia Engel:
Ajit Chowdury:

Darren Fleming:

WEBPAY

a detective inspector in the police
a detective sergeant

a police doctor

owns McNab Music International (MMI)

sells music for MMI

looks after music and musicians for MMI

looks after MMI’s money

knew Claudia Engel at university

DC Fox: a detective constable
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Béfdre reading

BRI

1. Look at the maps on page 7. Where do you think the story takes
place? Why?

2. Look at the list of people in the story on page 6. There are two
groups of people who work together. What do they do? Who
doesn’t belong to either group? Why?

3. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapiev 1 a body on the
beach

Noise. Headache. Dry mouth.

Half asleep, Helen Shepherd turned over in bed, but
the noise didn’t stop. A moment later she woke up.

The noise. It was her phone. She took it off the
table next to her bed.

‘Yes?’ she said. Her dry mouth made it difficult to
talk. And her head hurt quite badly. Too much wine
last night!

‘Is that Detective Inspector Shepherd?’ asked a
voice.

“Yes,’ said Shepherd.

‘I’m sorry to wake you,” said the voice. The voice
waited for Shepherd to say something, but she didn’t.
She looked at the clock. It was six thirty.

‘Er, well, my name’s Webb,’ said the voice. ‘Brian
Webb. I’'m your new sergeant. I start working for you
today. Well, this moming, actually. Erm... I’m sorry
to wake you up, but...’

‘Sergeant,” said Shepherd. ‘People call me at all
times of the day and night. Forget the “sorry”. Just
tell me what the problem is.’

Chapter 1 Abody on the beach 9



‘There’s a body on the beach,’ said Webb. ‘In
Hythe. About two hundred metres from the Grand
Hotel. I’'m there now.’

‘I’ll be twenty minutes,’ replied Shepherd and put
her phone back down on the table.

Shepherd stood under the shower for five minutes.
The hot water got the blood moving around her tired
body. She drank half a litre of water and took three
aspirins. Five minutes later she was in her car.

The drive from her house in Folkestone to Hythe
took Shepherd less than ten minutes. It was the start
of autumn and small seaside towns like Hythe were
becoming quiet again after the busy summer. The
school holidays were over, the beaches were almost
empty, and this early in the morning there were few
cars on the roads.

As she came into Hythe, Shepherd passed the
Seaview Café on her right. It was just opening for
breakfast. Two hundred metres down the road, also
on the right, she could see a large building — the
Grand Hotel. On her left was the sea wall. And on
the other side of the wall were the beach and the sea.
There were a number of cars by the side of the road.
Shepherd stopped behind them.

She looked quickly at herself in the car mirror:
grey-blonde hair tied back, intelligent eyes, small

10 Bad Company



