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Abstract

In this book, the main aspects of cognitive linguistic studies are discussed
by instantiating the metaphorical, iconic, and fictive nature of language. Based
on the experiential view, the prominence view, and the attentional view, the
research shows that language can be seen as an evolving response to how we
conceptualize the world through mind and body, and that metaphorical, cate-
gorizing, and ceptual competencies can be thought about pedagogically in ways
that are parallel to grammatical and communicative competencies, which mark a
good command of the language and must be greatly enhanced.

The book features Chinese learners’ study of cognitive linguistics and the
endeavor to examine its implications for English and Chinese language learning,
including the relation between language and thought, the appreciation of poems
and humorous remarks, and the discussion about translation issues as well.

The author introduces and makes comments on some aspects of cognitive
linguistic theory, and shows with plenty of relevant English or Chinese examples
that linguistic expressions, as products of our conceptual system, are in fact
highly motivated and analyzable. The book contains ten chapters: in chapters 1
and 2 several arguments develop concerning metaphorical competence, and
metaphor or euphemism as a mode of thought; categorizing competence, se-
mantic decategorization, and the continua of euphemism-dysphemism, geno-
type-phenotype memes to non-meme, literalness-metonymy-metaphor are elab-
orated in chapters 3 and 4; arbitrariness of language is reviewed, and letter-i-

cons and character-icons in literary texts are illustrated in chapter 5; prominence



Abstract 3

and problems like “figure” or “trajector” in “setting as subject” construction
are discussed in chapter 6; chapter 7 probes into the application of conceptual
blending theory and fictivity in language and thought; chapter 8 involves cogni-
tive linguistic view on translation; chapters 9 and 10 make a study of the con-
text-dependent nature and some aspects related to cognitive analysis of grammar.

It is hoped that by instantiating that the meaning of the linguistic expression
appears to be mostly motivated rather than absolutely arbitrary, this book will
show the study of cognitive linguistics is interesting and of great help for language

learning .
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