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Hu Meizhou

China is one of the four earliest civilized countries in the world with splendid
ancient culture and long-originated civilization history. Just as the Yellow River
valley, the Yangtze River valley is also the cradle of Chinese civilization famous
not only for its enchanting natural scenery but also for its fascinating humanistic
landscapes, especially the Three Gorges area, in the world. In this area, our an-
cestors left over us abundant cultural heritages which have become the links of
the patriotic feelings of the Chinese people all over the world.

The Three Gorges Project is a grand trans-century engineering attracting
worldwide attention, which will bring us immense economical benefits and
changes to the cultural remains and historic sites, along this section of Yangtze
River. Chinese central government attaches great importance to the protection of
the cultural relics might be damaged by the Three Gorges Project, so many ar-
chaeological surveys and excavations were organized as early as in 1950’s. Since
1970’s through 1980’s, large-scale archaeological excavations were held to coop-
erate with the construction of the Gezhouba Water Control Project. During the
preparation stage of the Three Gorges Project since 1984 through 1986, the ar-
chaeological teams organized by the National Cultural Relics Bureau from the
Hubei Provincial Museum, Wuhan University, Nanjing University and Jilin Uni-
versity carried out the field work to rescue some sites located in the being sub-
merged area. In April 1992, the government of the Hubei Province, where the
Three Gorges Project is located, sponsored large-scale archaeological surveys in
the whole area which will be affected by this project, and worked out the Scheme
for the Protection of the Cultural Relics in the Three Gorges areas. In March of
the next year, the Hubei Branch of the leading group of the Protetion of the Cul-
tural Relics in the Three Gorges area, National Cultural Relics Bureau was for-
mally established. The Hubei Provincial Department organized the archaeological
teams timely from the Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeol-
ogys Yichang Municipal Museum and Jingzhou Prefectural Museum and request-
ed the National Cultural Relics Bureau to assemble more archaeological workers
from more than a dozen of provinces and cities to carry out the large-scale field
work to rescue the Zhongbaodao, Yangjiawan, Baimiao, Sanjiatuo, Lujiaobao

sites and so on. About 10 000 square meters of these sites has been excavated,
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more than 210 000 square meters of them has been explored, and tens of thou-
sands of cultural relics belonging to different cultures have been found. In the
history of the archaeology of the Three Gorges area, the scale of the field work
and the quantity of the cultural relics found in this area are all unprecedented.

The Yangtze River will be dammed in the Three Gorges this November. Be-
fore this historical event, the Hubei Branch of the leading group of the Protection
of the Cultural Relics in the Three Gorges area, National Cultural Relics Bureau
edited and published this Illustrated Catalog of the Cultural Relics Unearthed
from the Dam Area of the Three Gorges Project. This book is published not only
to display the achievements of the cultural relics protection in the Three Gorges
Project, to show the attendance and support of the central leaders to the cultural
relics protection work, but also to make the people and their offsprings under-
stand and take care of the cultural relics protection in the Three Gorges area and
the whole country. This book, which published many exquisite photos of arti-
facts unearthed from the Three Gorges area for the first time, is the first book re-
flecting the achievements of the protection of the cultural relics in the Three
Gorges area in an all round way, and worthy of academic and artistic researches.
Mr. Qian Weichang, Vice-chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference, wrote the title of this book in his own hand, which shows the
high concern of our central leaders to the protection work of the cultural relics of
the Three Gorges area. Science Press shows its foresight and sagacity in helping
us to publish this book before the damming of the Yangtze River in the Three
Gorges Project.

How to protect the cultural relics during the construction of the Three
Gorges Project also attracts worldwide attention. We’ve finished only the first
step of the protection work of the cultural relics in the Three Gorges area; work
is still waiting for us to do. The cultural relics and archaeology workers still
shoulder heavy responsibilities. We believe, we can do our work best to protect
the cultural relics in the Three Gorges area, display more achievements to the
public and get more successes in our academic research work under the solicitude

of our party and government and the support of our society.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS FROM THE
DAM AREA OF THE THREE GORGES ,
HUBEI PROVINCE

Chen Zhenyu

The Three Gorges area in the Yangtze River valley is one of the earliest developed regions of China. In this
area, especially along the Xiling Gorge, there are plentiful cultural remains and relics on the ground and under-
ground. The Three Gorges Project, which is a grand trans-century engineering attracting worldwide attention
and covering almost 18 square kilometers, is just located in the middle of the Wide Valley to the south of the Xil-
ing Temple whose core is the Sandouping Dam. Because of the construction of the Three Gorges Project, the nat-
ural environment will be changed, the cultural remains and relics in this area might be damaged and the local tra-
ditional culture might be interrupted. In the light of this concern, the protection work of the cultural relics in the
Three Gorges area has become one of the focuses of the world, and the central and local governments also paid
much attention to the work. In order to minimize the damage of the cultural remains and relics in the construction
of the Three Gorges Project, it is a top priority task to strengthen and accelerate the protection and rescue work
of the cultural relics in this area.

In fact, the protection and excavation of the cultural relics in the Xiling Gorge area has begun in as early as
1950’s. In 1958, the Yangtze Team of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Hubei Provin-
cial Museum and Archaeological Team of the Yangtze Water Conservancy Committee held a large-scale survey
and excavation work in this area, which not only made us have a much clearer comprehension about the time ,cul-
tural feature and distribution of the cultural remains and relics in this area but also laid a solid foundation for the
later rescue work for them. From the early 1970’s through the early 1980’s, the Hubei Provincial Museum,
Yichang Prefectural Museum and the History Department of Sichuan University organized archaeological surveys
and excavations to some important sites in this area to cooperate with the construction of the Gezhouba Water
Control Project. From 1984 to 1987, the National Cultural Relics Bureau assembled many archaeological experts
and workers from relevant provinces and cities to start large-scale archaeological excavations to the important
sites located in the being submerged area of the Three Gorges Project. Since the beginning of 1990’s, the Nation-
al Cultural Relics Bureau assembled more specific forces from more than a dozen of provinces and cities into this
area, Hubei Provincial government concentrated all the essences of the archaeological forces to rescue the impor-
tant cultural remains and relics in this area.

Through the years of hard work, we have had detailed information about the distribution of the eultural re-
mains and relics in the Hubei section of the Three Gorges Project.

There are 156 ground cultural remains and relics in the Xiling Gorge area, including memorial halls, arch-
ways, local-style dwelling houses, bridges, other ancient architectures and stone inscriptions. Qiufengting (Au-
tumn Wind Pavilion) located in Xiling Town, the county seat of Badong County, which was built under the man-
agement of Kou Zhun, the county magistrate of Badong County in the third year of Taipingxingguo’s Reign (978
A. D.)of the Northern Song Dynasty(960—1127 A. D. )and moved to the present-day location in Zhengde’s Reign
of the Ming Dynasty (1506—1521 A.D. ), is a two-stories wood-and-stone structure double-carved square pavil-

ion with post-and-lintel frame and hip-and-gable roof with two*“chiwen(pottery figures of grotesque animal)” set



at the two ends of the roof ridge. The eight corners of the two eaves are truning upwards highly, which shows
deep architecture style of south China. The“Autumn Wind Pavilion” represents the highest level of the ancient
architecture in the Xiling Gorge region. Memorial Temple to Qu Yuan (a patrito poet in the Warring-States Peri-
od) located in Xiangjiaping, the former county seat of Zigui County was built in the fifteenth year of Yuanhe’s
Reign(820 A.D. ) of the Tang Dynasty under the management of Wang Maoyuan, the prefect of Guizhou Prefec-
ture and renovated for many times in the later dynasties. The Memorial Ceremony for Qu Yuan is held in this
temple on the fifth day of the fifth month of the Chinese lunar calendar each year,up till now. The stone inscrip-
tion are mainly inscribed along the Wide Valley of Xiangxi(Fragrant Brook) in the west of Zigui County. These
stone inscriptions, which were inscribed in different periods since the Song Dynasties (960—1279 A. D.), are
highly worthy for studying and researching.

The underground cultural remains and relics consists of two kinds: tombs and sites. We have found 67 an-
cient graveyards, the largest of which covers 100 000 square meters and the smallest covers 3 000—4 000 square
meters. The tombs were buried in almost all of the periods since the Eastern Zhou Dynasty(770—249 B.C. ). In
the eyes of the present situations, the tombs of and before the Eastern Han Dynasty(25—220 A. D. )and the Six
Dynasties (220—589 A. D. )are preserved much better than those of and after the Tang and Song Dynasties (618—
1279 A.D.). Through the excavating work, we found the shapes of the tombs are very complicated and the fu-
neral objects are rich. The tombs of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty are all pit tombs buried with pottery and bronze
daily-use utensils; the tombs of and after the Eastern Han are all brick-chamber tombs with arched ceiling buried
with pottery figurines and pottery and bronze funeral objects. The large-scale excavation of the graveyards will
endow ustreasure materials to research the social relation, clan patterns and economical situations of the Xiling
Gorge region in different periods.

164 ancient sites have been found in total in this area. Most of them are distributed in the Xiling Gorge re-
gion, especially in the Wide Valley and the being submerged area of the Three Gorges Project. The ancient sites
belong to Palaeolithic and Neolithic Ages, the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the Qin and Han Dynasties, the Tang
and Song Dynasties and so on.

The 20 or more palaeolithic sites are mainly distributed in the west of the Xiling Gorge region. Some of them
are preserved well, such as Lijiawan site in Nanmuyuan Township and Gaoweizi site near Xiling Town,Badong
County, with thick cultural deposits and clear cultural layers, The stone tools unearthed from these sites are all
chipped ones made of flakes, and they belong to the latter period of the Palaeolithic Age.

Most of the ancient sites are neolithic ones, which are distributed widely in the Three Gorges area and belong
to different cultures :Chengbeixi Culture, Daxi Culture, Qujialing Culture and Shijiahe Culture. Since 1970’s,we
have excavated some important ones of them, such as Gongjia, Liulinxi, Chaotianzui, Zhongbaodao, Sandoup-
ing, Yangjiawan, Baishiwan, Baimiao and Xia’an sites in large-scale. Besides of the potterywares, stone tools,
jades and bone articles, we have gained many very important finds in these neolithic sites. For example, a lot of
engraved marks have been found on potterywares or sherds, which are very meaningful for us to research the o-
rigination of Chinese characters, many cellars and house remains in which fish and potterywares were stored are
also found for the first fime. In tombs of different cultural stages, different funeral objects were buried: pottery-
wares, stone tools, natural rocks, whole fish,bone articles or jades and so on. In some graves, we even found
many fragments of human bodies were buried together. These important remains, relics and different funeral cus-
toms supplied large amounts of information and object materials for us to research the life styles, customs and the
evolutions of the tribes of the neolithic people lived in this regions.

There are only a few of the ancient sites belonging to the Shang Dynasty. The main ones of them are
Lianyushan, Lujiahe, Yinjie, Yangsimiao and Yangjiazui sites. The cultural relics unearthed from these sites are

mainly potterywares and stone tools, only some bronze knives, needles, fishhooks and arrowheads have been

X




found in these sites, no bronze vessles have been found until now. The intension of the Shang Culture in this re-
gion is more complicated than that in other areas: it contains the elements of the early Ba-Shu Culture, Shang
Culture of the Central Plains and the local aboriginal cultures. The research of the complextion of the multi-ele-
mented Shang Culture in the Xiling Gorge region will enlighten and refer much for us to research the history of
our multi-nationality country.

The sites of the Zhou Dynasty are distributed in the villages of Guangzhuangping, Zhoujiawan, Huangtubao,
Zhugituo and Sanjiatuo. Remains of this period were also found in some other sites such as Zhongbaodao, San-
douping and Baishiwan. From the potterywares unearthed from these sites, we found the cultural characteristics
similar to that in the Yantze-and-Hanshui Plain. which was the center of the Chu Culture. So we think the Xiling
Gorge region should be the west boundary of the Chu Culture.

The remains and relics of the Warring-States Period, the Qin and Han Dynasties were found mainly in San-
jiatuo and Zhugituo sites. In the sites of these period,many pottery and iron wares, house remains, kilns and cel-
lars were excavated, and many building materials such as segmental tiles and semi-cylindrical tiles were also un-
earthed from these remains. Obviously, this was a populous region in the Warring-States Periods through the
Han Dynasty.

In so many years, we have been persevering in doing rescue field works in the Three Gorges area while
strengthening the protection to the cultural relics in this area. The large amounts of cultural relics unearthed
from this region show, the history and culture of the Xiling Gorge area have been developing without intervals
from the Palaeolithic Age to the modern time in spite of the topographical disadvantages and difficult communica-
tion with other regions. It is more important that the local cultures of each period all reflected strong unique char-
acteristics of themselves. So, the development and evolution of the history in the Xiling Gorge area are unignore-

able in the Chinese history.
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