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In 1997, the first five books in the Blueprints series were published as a board review for
medical students, interns, and residents who wanted high-yield, accurate clinical content
for USMLE Steps 2 & 3. Nine years later, we are proud to report that the original books
and the entire Blueprints brand of review materials have far exceeded our expectations.

The feedback we've received from our readers has been tremendously helpful and pivotal
in deciding what direction the fourth edition of the core books will take. Our reader highly
acclaimed the student-to-student approach, so resident contributors have been recruited to
ensure that the fourth edition of the series continues to provide the content and approach
that made the original Blueprints a success. We hope that this edition will continue to serve
as a useful review for the USMLE, as well as a rapid reference during day-to-day activities in
patient care. Based in part from the useful feedback we have received from readers, we have
revised this edition with an eye to improving clarity and ensuring that high-yield topics are
covered.

What we've also learned from our readers is that Blueprints is more than just a board
review for USMLE Steps 2 & 3. Students use the books during their clerkship rotations
and subinternships. Residents studying for USMLE Step 3 often use the books for review-
ing areas that were not their specialty. Students in physician assistant, nurse practitioner,
and osteopath programs use Blueprints either as a companion or in lieu of review materi-
als written specifically for their areas.

However you use Blueprints, we hope that you find the books in the series informative

and useful.



5-ASA
ABGs
ACE
ACTH
ADH
Al
AIDS
ALL
ALT
AML
ANA
ARDS
ASD
ASO
AST
AV
BE
BP
BUN
CALLA
CBC
CHD
CHF
CK
CLL
CML
CMV
CNS
COPD
CPK
CSF
CT
CVA
DHEA
DIC
DKA
DM
DTRs
DVT

S-aminosalicylic acid

arterial blood gases
angiotensin-converting enzyme
adrenocorticotropic hormone
antidiuretic hormone

aortic insufficiency

acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
acute lymphocytic leukemia
alanine transaminase

acute myelogenous leukemia
antinuclear antibody

adult respiratory distress syndrome
arterial septal defect
anti-streptolysin O

aspartate transaminase
atrioventricular

barium enema

blood pressure

blood urea nitrogen

common acute lymphoblastic leukemia antigen

complete blood count

coronary heart disease

congestive heart failure

creatine kinase

chronic lymphocytic leukemia
chronic myelogenous leukemia
cytomegalovirus

central nervous system

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
creatine phosphokinase

cerebrospinal fluid

computed tomography
cerebrovascular accident
dehydroepiandrosterone

disseminated intravascular coagulation
diabetic ketoacidosis

diabetes mellitus

deep tendon reflexes

deep venous thrombosis
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TRHEE

EBV
ECG
EF
EGD
EMG
ERCP
ESR
FEV |
FNA
FTA-ABS
FVC
GFR
GH

GI

GU
HAV
HbAIC
HCM
HIV
HLA
HR

HS
IFG

Ig

M
INH
INR
v

KUB
LDH
LES
LFTs
LP
LV
LVH
Lytes
MCHC
MCV
MEN
MHC
MI
MRI
NHL

NSAID

Epstein-Barr virus
electrocardiogram

ejection fraction
esophagogastroduodenoscopy
electromyography

endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography

erythrocyte sedimentation rate
forced expiratory volume
fine-needle aspiration

fluorescent treponemal antibody absorption
forced vital capacity

glomerular filtration rate

growth hormone

gastrointestinal

genitourinary

hepatitis A virus

glycosylated hemoglobin
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy
human immunodeficiency virus
human leukocyte antigen

heart rate

hereditary spherocytosis
impaired fasting glucose
immunoglobulin

intramuscular

isoniazid

international normalized ratio
intravenous

jugular venous pressure
kidneys/ureter/bladder

lactate dehydrogenase

lower esophageal sphincter

liver function tests

lumbar puncture

left ventricular

left ventricular hypertrophy
electrolytes

mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration
mean corpuscular volume
multiple endocrine neoplasia
major histocompatibility complex
myocardial infarction

magnetic resonance imaging
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

nil per os (nothing by mouth)
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
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NSTEMI
PA
PBS
PCI
PCP
PE
PFTs
PMI
PMN
PT
PTH
PTT

SBFT
SGOT
SIADH
SLE
s/p
STD
STEMI
SVT
TFTs
TIA
TIBC
TIPS
TMP-SMZ
tPA
TPO
TSH
TTP
UA
UGl
URI
UsS

VS
VT
WBC
WPW

non-ST-elevation myocardial infarction
posteroanterior

peripheral blood smear

percutaneous intervention
Preumocystis jiroveci pneumonia
physical exam

pulmonary function tests

point of maximal intensity
polymorphonuclear leukocyte
prothrombin time

parathyroid hormone

partial thromboplastin time

peptic ulcer disease

red blood cell

rapid plasma reagent (test)

respiratory rate

Reed-Sternberg (cell)

right ventricular

right ventricular hypertrophy

small bowel follow-through

serum glutamic-oxaloacetic transaminase
syndrome of inappropriate secretion of ADH
systemic lupus erythematosus

status post

sexually transmitted disease
ST-elevation myocardial infarction
supraventricular tachycardia

thyroid function tests

transient ischemic attack

total iron-binding capacity
transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole

tissue plasminogen activator

thyroid peroxidase

thyroid-stimulating hormone
thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura
urinalysis

upper GI

upper respiratory infection

ultrasound

Venereal Disease Research Laboratory
vital signs

ventricular tachycardia

white blood cell
Wolff-Parkinson-White (syndrome)
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