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Alex is a soldier in the army.
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Sergeant Ken is in the army
with Alex.
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Stefan is a soldier.
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Hawk is a soldier.
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Sara is Alex’s girlfriend.
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Ada lives in Glossia.
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Marina and Happy are Ada’s
children.
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There is no town called Tonek, and no country called Glossia.
But there are countries like Glossia all over the world.
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Before reading

LT
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1. Look at the front cover of the book. What can you see in the
picture?

2. Read People in the story on pages 6-7. Four of them have the
same job — what is it?

3. Read the sentences in the box on page 7. What do you know
about Tonek and Glossia?

4. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1 Goodbye

GLOSSIA

‘Please don’t go to Glossia,’ says Sara. ‘You're
only nineteen.’

Alex is saying goodbye to Sara, his girlfriend.

‘I must,” answers Alex. ‘I’m a soldier — it’s my
job. I must go where the army says.’

‘But why are you going there?” asks Sara.

‘We’re going to stop the fighting,” says Alex. ‘Lots
of people are dying.’

‘But why are they fighting?’ asks Sara.

‘1 don’t know,’ answers Alex.

“Why don’t you ask?’ says Sara: “You never ask questions.’

‘I know,” answers Alex. ‘¥m sorry. I hate asking
questions.’

Chapter 1 Goodbye 9



‘Please change, Alex,’ says Sara. ‘For me.’

‘I’'m going to think about you every day,’ says Sara.

‘Me too,” Alex answers. ‘I can send you a text
from my phone tomorrow. And I think there’s email.’

‘That’s good,” Sara says with a little smile. ‘I love
you, Alex.’

‘And I love you too,” answers Alex. ‘Now, don’t
be sad.’

[
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Chapier 2 We’re in Glossia now

)/

Alex is on the plane to Glossia. He’s sitting next
to Sergeant Ken. It’s Ken’s second time in Glossia.

‘Excuse me, Sergeant,” Alex starts.

“You can call me Ken,’ the sergeant says.

‘Why are they fighting in Glossia?’ Alex asks.

‘That’s not an easy question,” Ken answers. ‘I think
it’s likesthis. Some people have guns. They use the guns
because they want something. Then other people get
guns to fight back with. Now everyone has guns. And
everyone forgets what they are fighting about.’

‘But where do the guns come from?’ is Alex’s next
question. _ )

‘People from other countries sell them to the

Glossians,” Ken answers. 4
‘Why?’ asks Alex.

Chapter 2 We're in Glossia now 11



Ken smiles. ‘Money, that’s why.’

‘Ken, can we stop people buying and selling
guns?’ Alex asks. i

‘No, we can’t. The people who sell the guns —
they’re thousands of kilometres away. All we can do
is help the people here in this country,” answers Ken.
“We’re going to a famous old town called Tonek.
In Tonek lots of people are fighting each other. And
some of them are also fighting us!’

There’s a very loud noise, and the plane goes over
to the right.
‘What’s that?’ shouts Alex.
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