BUTCHEP’S CROSSING

“*Vhen I came to Denver to teach in 54 I became interested in The West. there’s a very ceal sense in which ‘The
West” does not, did nat ever, exist. It’s a dream of The East—almost as if “the F~st made up The West. The germ of
the novel was the atti. udes about T.ie West, the romantic things of Emerson and Thoreau. Whi ifay yfrom
Harvard with all kinds of Em¢.sonian notions comes to The West and sees narw.e, sees what ivis and whar's

going to hap .1 to him, and that’s where the novel Legins."—JOHN WILLIAMS
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BUTCHER’S CROSSING

When [ came to Denver to teach in 'S4 | became interested in The West. There’s a very real sense in which “The
West' does not, did not ever, exist. It's a dream of The East—almost as if The Fast made up The West. The germ of

the novel was the attitudes about The West, the romantic things of Emerson and Thoreau. Whar if a guy from
Harvard with all kinds of Emersonian notions comes to The West and sees nature, sees what it is and what's

going to happen 1o him, and that’s where the novel begins.”—JOHN WILLIAMS
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