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The State Hermitage Museum, originally the private gallery of Catherine II, is now one of the best museums
in the world. With generous support from the Hermitage, this exhibition displays over two hundred antiquities
that represent the brilliant court culture of the Russian Empire. including portraits of tsars and nobles, landscape
paintings of St. Petersburg, elegant treasures and applied art.

Following the time sequence from the 18th ceniury to the early 19th century. the exhibition introduces four
great sovereigns of Russia—Peter the Great, Empress Elizabeth. Catherine Il and Alexander [. Catherine 11
and the art she bequeathed to the world are the essence of this exhibition. She is as important as Peter [ in the
history of Russia. Her outstanding achievements in military operations gained the empire tremendous territory.
By enforcing Enlightened Absolutism, she managed to unify the huge empire and made the empire one of the

leading powers in Europe.

The artifacts obtained during the reign of Catherine 11 build the primary collection of the Hermitage Museum.
They are also precious bequest the empress left Russia and the world. For her favorite collection of gems and
ornaments, Catherine specially built the Diamond Room in her palace. She was also one of the biggest collectors
and patrons of the paintings by European masters in the second half of 18th century. Besides, Catherine 11
introduced the neo-classic fashion into Russia, and applied it to architecture, furniture and other decorations.
Because of her love for art, by the end of the 18th century. St. Peterburg attracted many famous artists, architects,

and to work there craftsmen. The exhibition offers visitors an access to the artifacts of this period.

This is the first cooperation between the Shanghai Museum and the State Hermitage Museum. We hope that this
exhibition will offer Chinese audience an opportunity to understand Russian court culture and Slavonic art. and

furthermore, to enhance the friendship and understanding between the two countries.
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This is an exhibition about Russia and Hermitage. The best way to introduce a great nation and its culture is to
display its outstanding and typical representatives. The talent, intelligence and remarkable governing capability

that Catherine II possessed made her a great empress and one of the symbolic figures in the history of Russia.

Peter the Great was the one who sailed the ship of Russia into the surging sea of Europe. However the journey he
had started was completed by Catherine II, his successor. During her reign, Russia took a big leap and became a
powerful European country. The military victories she obtained for Russia made the empire a leading character
on the stage of European politics. Influenced by the Enlightenment, Catherine implemented a series of political
reforms in Russia. Meanwhile she managed to improve the domestic facilities such as science, education, art and
manufacturing to a standard that was compatible with other European countries. The tremendous cultural and

artistic achievements of this period are well presented in the exhibition.

The State Hermitage Museum, built during the reign of Catherine II, was not only a royal gallery that was stored
with court treasures, but an exhibition hall that showed the empress’s ambition as well. Catherine Il knew that
a great collection of art was as important as powerful army and flourishing economics for a nation”s advance.
The international impact she made by purchasing famous art works is no less than that of Russian cannons. The
Hermitage is more than a symbol of Russia’s involvement in Europe. Since its establishment, the museum has
clarified its mission of collecting arts throughout the world and combining them with Russian traditions. As the
heirs of this cultural undertaking. we hope that our work will maintain and enhance the glory our nation has

achieved.

We are honored to share our history and tradition with Chinese audience in Shanghai, a city with abundant
cultures no matter in the past or at present. This exhibition marks a significant step forward in the cooperative
relationship between the Shanghai Museum and the State Hermitage Museum. We are looking forward to

cooperating again in the near future.
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Abstract: Catherine the Great, once a German Princess who first came to Russia as the fiancée of Peter II1. took
power after the coup d'etat and deposed her husband in 1762. Her 34-year-long reign witnessed the Russian Empire’s
expansion. reformation. and prosperity. She took Peter the Great as a model in all aspects, and was obsessed with
the spirit of the Enlightenment. In this article. the author introduced the whole life of the great Russian empress: the
historical background of her arriving in Russia, her struggle for the throne. her contribution to the foreign and domestic
policies. the political reform she carried out in Russia. and her effort to improve the national education, science and
culture. It was because of Catherine 1. the reputation of the Russia Empire was greatly promoted in the entire Europe.
There is no doubt that her 34-year-long reign was the golden age of the Russian Empire, and the empress herself, like

what Voltaire called her, “the brightest star of the north™
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