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Unit 1 Musical Instruments

Task 1 Which musical instruments are they? 2
El2BPREE?

[\

Task 2 How are the musical instruments classified? 2

XL Res I I 3RBI?

Task 3 How much do you know about these instruments? 7
RS X L R388?

fask <4 Which periods do the instrumentations belong to? 14
WXL A Gl F- 035 TE9 9

Task 5 Why did you choose this instrument? 21
R ARSI AP REs?
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Task,1 Bl \Which musical instruments are they?

{11y Listen to the introduction of the instruments and write down the Chinese

names of the instruments being introduced besides the corresponding numbers.

New Words

string [strig] n. 5%

tune [tjun] ». #E, BT

timpani ['timponi] n. &% 8

note [nout] n. FHF

limelight ['laimlart] n. Z8X6AT
concave [kon'kerv] a. Ul ([ ) H)
brass [bras] n. FE Res

clash [klzef]v. (fii) %t
upright ['aprart] a. "B 7H); FEEHAY
triangular [trar'zngjsla] a. = HIEH)
pluck [plak] v. 38, #%&

sophisticated [so'fistikertsd] a. 5 A4

woodwind ['wud,wind] n. K& K%

platinum ['pleetinom] n. 81, H&

descend [dr'send] v. &---HIJGH,
BT

resonant ['rezonant] a. A [H]FERY; 3t
N8

giant ['dzamont] n. EA

melody ['meladi] . Jigff

reggae ['reger] n. TS HE

bellow ['belou] n. XFH

orchestra ['oik3stra] n. B 5% RBA

Chinese names of the instruments:

e H W o

—
—

15.
17.
19.

S S

12.
14.
16.
18.
20.




Task *2 M How are the musical instruments

)"’\rl‘i\'ih; I:

{12y Listen to the recording of the names of the musical instruments and read them

after the speaker.

bassoon [ba'swn] EAAE; KB

cello ['tfelou] KiREE

cymbal ['stmbal] %k

double bass [,dabal 'bers] K FIREE

flute [flu:t] K8

French horn [,frentf 'homn] 5,
&5

gong [goy] &

guitar [gr'ta:] 5/t

harp [ha:p] B3

kettledrum ['ketldram] %%, &

classified?

Classify the above instruments into their families as listed below by putting them

down on the lines after each discription.

1. Strings

There are more strings in the orchestra than all the other instruments put

together, and they are very often at the heart of the music.

oboe ['aubou] WEFHE

organ ['o:gon] XUEE; B XEE

piano [pr'ansu] HIEE

saxophone ['seksafoun] BZ et
synthesizer ['smB3saizo] & 2%
trombone [trom'boun] K5

trumpet ['trampat] /N5

tuba ['tjuba] K5

viola [vr'oula] HH{R3E

violin [,varo'lin] /MEEE




2. Woodwinds

This section of the orchestra got its name from the fact that many of its
instruments were*originally made from wood. Now they can be made from plastic,

silver, gold — even platinum.

3. Brass

This family needs no fanfare ( FEEAIIKM{YN ) ! Brass instruments can fit
in anywhere: orchestras, brass bands, big bands, pop groups — you name it. The

brass family adds a huge amount of power to the orchestral sound.

4. Percussion (3T K55
What is a percussion instrument? Well, in the simplest terms, it’s something

you hit when you play it. This group of instruments is sometimes known as the
kitchen department.

5. Keyboard

This family includes musical instrument that has the keys that you touch to

make notes.




There are many ways to classify instruments in music study. Among them,
the most famous is the Hornbostel-Sachs system (% RIEHF — =i
Kk R), which divides musical instruments into: idiophones (Vg Re%),
membranophones (JENSR%%), chordophones (5% 5R%%), aerophones ('S
R%%) and electrophones (BT 5<2%). But traditionally there are several ways to
classify Chinese instruments. One traditional way is to divide them into categories
based on their materials of composition: animal skin, gourd, bamboo, wood, silk,
clay, metal and stone. Another way is to divide them according to how they are
played: blown, bowed, plucked and percussed. The following is the introduction of
some Chinese instruments classified in the traditional way. Read the introduction
and reclassify them by putting them in the corresponding columns of the following
table.

1. Silk (£2)

Gugqin — 7-stringed zither (%, %)

Guzheng — 16-26 stringed zither with movable bridges

Pipa — pear-shaped fretted lute with 4 or 5 strings (ancient times)

Ruan — moon-shaped lute in five sizes: gaoyin-, xiao-, zhong-, da-, and diyin-;
sometimes called ruangin ‘

Evhu — 2-stringed fiddle

Yangqin — hammered dulcimer (F£XE) of varying strings, struck with two bamboo

hammers

2. Bamboo (1)
Dizi — transverse (1)) bamboo flute with buzzing membrane (J5)

Xiao — end-blown flute; also called dongxiao

3. Wood (/K)

Muyu — a rounded woodblock carved in the shape of a fish, struck with a wooden
stick; often used in Buddhist chanting (i)

Bangzi — small, high-pitched woodblock (7 ff)

4. Stone (1)
Bianging — a rack of stone tablets (*F-4%) that are hung by ropes from a wooden

5




% 5’:+§‘ig

frame and struck with a mallet (A4f)

5. Metal ()
Zhong — an ancient bronze bells, were hung in a wooden frame and struck with a

mallet

6. Clay (1)
Xun — ocarina (F& i) P i) made of baked clay
Fou — clay pot played as a percussion instrument (] i R2%)

7. Gourd (%)

Sheng — free-reed mouth organ consisting of varying number of bamboo pipes
inserted into a metal (formerly gourd or hardwood) chamber with finger
holes '

Hulusi — free-reed wind instrument with three bamboo pipes which pass through a

gourd wind chest; used primarily in Yunnan province

8. Hide (%)
Yaogu — waist drum

Blown Bowed Plucked Percussed |‘




Unit 1 Musical Instruments

Task 3 ' Qe much do you know about these
instruments?
Read the following introduction of several instruments and choose the best answer

for the blanks according to the context and your common sense.

I. DRUM SET

New Words and Expressions

drum set [dram set] 2275 be referred to as #EFRIE: -
pedal ['pedl] n. Btk snare [snea] n. (JHEE/PNSE THEI ) B
tom-tom ['tom tom] n. F&, HH 2, WK
highlight ['harlart] v. 381&, Z€H, f#  snare drum ['snes dram] /NEH
B¥F xylophone ['zailofoun] n. ARZE
solo ['saulou] n. JHZE; Jhig

i

The first drum sets were put together in the late 1800s

sometime after the invention of the bass drum pedal. This

"‘\ invention made it possible 1) . The set developed

as it was used to accompany jazz musicians in New Orleans'
during the 1920s.

As new instruments were introduced to the drum set
(tom-toms and the high hat cymbal) in the late 1920s and

1930s, new techniques developed. Gene Krupa®, one of the greatest jazz
drummers of the big band era, highlighted 2) in his pieces and did
solos using the drum set as the featured instrument.

The drum set, also commonly referred to as drum kit, is a collection of
percussion instruments which is played by one musician. It usually includes a bass
drum, a snare drum, several cymbals, and tom-toms. Other percussion instruments

such as 3) are sometimes included.




P Notes:

1. New Orleans: HH/RRE ( EE ¥ SHi I8 M AT )

2. Gene Krupa: 3£/ - 7&1H (1909 - 1973 ) , AFEEFFIEHEMEZINEF. 1937
B, MEENELEN (B, 1B, 1B) B—REREORE, B BT
B AERT A SRBA R BB R . HFTERAEZRR GERBEFF RO ) o (EWRE
ZJE) « () %)UY RihdHERIEE .

Quesjion®

1. A) for one person to play several percussion instruments at one time
B) for the orchestra to become more well-organized and cost-effective
C) for the musicians to create better music than before

D) for the audience to enjoy better sound effect

|

2. A) bass drums B) trombones C) gongs D) tom-toms |
3. A) trumpets and oboes B) cowbells and woodblocks ,
C) triangles and kettledrums D) tambourines and a xylophone
II. HARP
New Words
perpendicular [p3:pon'dikjslo] a. #EEH  octave ['oktiv] n. \EEZFE
B, ESLH) accidental [;&ekss'dentl] n. ( Z5YEHY )
resonator ['rezonerts] n. IEMEFE I HHERF S
arch [aitf] v. (fff) ZRHTE thereby [Oeo'bar] ad. Hitt, Hi,
angular ['engjsle] a. BAER M
forepillar [fo:'pila] n. HijFE strum [stram] n. 33k ; SR

The harp is a stringed instrument and produces a sound by 4)

the strings which are perpendicular to the body of the instrument. The strings
themselves run between a neck and a sound box also known as the body or

resonator. There are several types of harps that are classified based on their
5)




