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A SUMMARY

“A Movie Queen Chan Yunshang” is a beautifully
designed and bound Chinese-English voluminous
biographical album with excellent pictures and
accompanying essays. It depicts the glorious experience
and brilliant life of Chan Yunshang truthfully and vividly.

Chan Yunshang, also known as Chan Min-Chiang
was born in Hong Kong on November 3, 1921, but with
forefathers from Taishan Guangdong. Soon after that,
she moved to Guangzhou with her parents. Later, she
settled down in Hong Kong and remains there ever since.

Chan Yunshang is a born beauty and her brightness
and artistic talents were manifest even when she was
very young. In 1930, she became a student of Yi
Jianchuan, a famous musician, and joined "Su Society"
the next year, which was originated by Yi Jianchuan.
During that period, she had greatly honed and improved
her Mandarin, Kun Opera, Beijing Opera, Cantonese
Opera, singing skills, dancing skills and life philosophy
and become a conspicuous little star.

When she was 14, accompanied by her mother,
Chan Yunshang full of hope came to Hong Kong to act a
leading role in “New Youth”, her debut, which proved
to be a great success and marked a brilliant start of a
series of her works. Ever since 1935, she has acted in 34
Cantonese films including “New Youth”, “Rich And
Honored, Being In Full Flower”, “The Sanguinary Battle
Of Bao Shan County”, “Woman Robin Hood”, etc.

At the end of 1938, at the invitation of Mr. Zhang
Shankun, then the "king of film and opera", Chan
Yunshang arrived in Shanghai and acted in a Mandarin
film, “Maiden In Armour”. The film was released in the
following February. The film had run for three months
and the cinema was packed with people in each show.
The conditions remained the same for several months in
the later shows. The occupancy had hit an all-time high
in all Mandarin films. Therefore, Chan Yunshang had
distinguished herself among a large number of film stars
in Shanghai and become popular even abroad. Later, she
acted in the full-length fashion musical film, ‘““Yunshang
Fairy”, and her performance was highly appreciated and
praised by numerous fans. She was then referred to as
“an uncrowned movie queen” or “‘the most lovely lady”.

Since 1939, she has acted in 23 Mandarin films
including “Maiden In Armour”, “Yunshang
Fairy”, “Queen Overnight”, “The Crescent
Moon Gleams On The Whole Country™, etc.

and she has been awarded the title of “ China Movie
Queen” for three times.

Chan Yunshang had acted in 57 films in less than
10 years with quality, this was exceptional in Chinese
movie history.

Additionally, Chan Yunshang was endowed with a
good voice. In those films, she has sung 23 well-known
songs, including “Three People In The Same Way”,
“Where Is The Moon” (the first and third interlude song
in the film “Maiden In Armour”) , “Yunshang Fairy”
(the theme song in the film “Yunshang Fairy”), “‘Cannot
Help Thinking About Him” (the interlude song in the
film “To See Light Again”), “The Crescent Moon Gleams
On The Whole Country” (the theme song in the film
“The Crescent Moon Gleams On The Whole Country™),
EIC:

In August 1943, Chan Yunshang withdrew from
the film circle in the prime of her career and married
Dr.Hans Tang, a renowned doctor and scientist. Their
legendary love, sincere affection, harmonious family and
happy marriage life constitute an ideal model for modern
couples.

Chan Yunshang is not only an outstanding artist in
movie performing, but also a renowned philanthropist.
After she had withdrawn from the film circle to attend
household affairs, she devoted much to charitable
activities and public welfare. And there are still many
anecdotes about her benevolence today. In 1997, with
the support of Chan Yunshang, Dr. Hans Tang donated
money to establish the Medical School of Ningbo
University and Dr.Hans Tang Medical Centre in his
hometown. The three buildings in the Medical School
they contributed to build were named respectively
"Utmost Truth", "Utmost Good" and "Utmost Beauty",
a real portraiture of their lifetime.

With the Chinese film circle as the general
background, the compiler of the album intends to reveal
to us the personality charm of an oriental movie queen,
the deep devotion of a wife, the sincere affection of a
mother, the benevolence of an angel, and above all, the
daily life of an ordinary person.

“A Movie Queen Chan Yunshang” is going to be
published this year. Chan Yunshang is 80 years old now
and Dr. Hans Tang 88. The publication of the
album is a significant and the best present for
them.
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