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Knights of The Air

JESSICA PRYSE ARTHUR

Up from the airports the swift ships are
zooming,
Over the cities and countrysides fair,

Off toward the mountains, where snow peaks
are looming,

Upward ye! Forward ye! Knights of the Air!

Over Sahara, where hot sands are sliding,
Over each tropical jungle and lair,

Over the forests, where wild things are hiding,
Onward still! Forward still! Knights of the Air!
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Over the green glassy seas you are flashing,
Down toward the south polar regions you
bear, :
Over far oceans, where icebergs are crashing!
Onward ye! Forward ye! Knights of the Air!
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The World Is
Growing Smaller

The world is growing smaller. Perhaps you
don’t believe it. Well, it took Christopher. Co-
lumbus sixty-nine days to cross the Atlantic
Ocean, when traveling just as fast as anyone
could in those days. But Charles Lindbergh
crossed the ocean in less than two days. The At-
lantic must have grown smaller!

When President Lincoln was killed, only
about seventy years ago, it was seven days before
the people in California learned about what had
happened, although the news was rushed across
our country with the greatest speed. But today
you can sit in your home here in America and
listen to a man talking in Germany, or England,
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or Italy. Admiral Byrd, far down at the bottom
of the world, told us almost every day what his
men were doing.

Yes, it does seem as though our world is grow-
ing smaller. It seems also that we are living clos-
er together than people did one hundred years
ago. Why? You have probably already guessed
the answer. Because men have learned things
and invented machines—machines that make it
possible for people to move rapidly from place
to place and to send messages with lightning
speed.
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You are going to read about how men travel
and send messages. You will learn of Admiral
Byrd’s Antarctic trip, how brave dogs and men
carried medicine over ice and snow to save lives
in the far North, how the mail was carried be-
fore the railroads came, and how Lindbergh
flew from New York to Paris. As you read these
stories, think of how progress in transporta-
tion and communication makes the world grow
smaller.
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WITH ADMIRAL BYRD
IN LITTLE AMERICA

CORAM FOSTER

At the bottom of the world, in the South Polar
Regions, Admiral Byrd and his men lived for four-
teen months where no man had ever been able
to stay more than a month or two. During a part of
this time it was impossible for them to leave or for
anyone to get to them. Yet they listened to music
and messages from all over the world, and almost
every day they sent out to the world the story of
what they were doing.
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AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE WORLD

When the Byrd expedition sailed from New
York City to Antarctica, it carried a library of a
thousand volumes. This library was for the most
part a collection of adventure stories which Ad-
miral Byrd had selected to give pleasure to his
men through the long darkness of the antarctic
night.

These books were all at hand whenever a man
had a few hours off for candy eating and read-
ing. There had been provided for every man on
the expedition a hundred pounds of candy—
about a quarter of a pound for each day the par-
ty remained in Antarctica. This amount of can-
dy was at least four times what the men would
have eaten back home, but it was no more than
enough for them. The terrific cold of Antarcti-
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