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Lesson One

Text

The Successful Language Learner

Some people seem to have the ability to learn languages.
They can pick up new vocabulary, master rules and grammar
and learn to write in the new language more quickly than oth-
ers. They do not seem to be any more intelligent than others,
so what makes language learning so much easier for them? Per-
haps if we take a close look at these successful language learn-
ers, we may discover a few of the techniques which make lan-
guage learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent
learners. They do not only depend on the teacher; they discov-
er their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for
the teacher to explain, they try to {ind the patterns and the
rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues
and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they

guess again. They try to learn from their own mistakes.



Successful language learners are also good at reading.
As they read, they try to understand all that they are reading,
not just a part of it. They try to get into the spirit and inten-
tion of the writer and to follow his choices of words. By read-
ing books, they can get a good view of the way the language
is used.

Successful language learning is active learning, too.
Therefore successful learners do not wait for a chance to use
the language; they look for such a chance. They find people
who speak the language, and they ask these people to correct
it when they make a mistake. They will try anything to
communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear
or to say strange things; they are willing to make mistakes
and try again. When communication is difficult, they can ac-
cept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more im-
portant for them to learn to think in the language than to
know the meaning of every word .

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a
purpose. They want to learn the language because they are
interested in the language and the people who.speak it. It is
neessary for them to learn the language in order to commu-
nicate with these people and to learn from them. They find it
easy to practise using the language regularly because they
want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a suc-



cessful language learner, you have probably been learning

independently, actively, and purposefully. On the other

hand, if your language learning has been less than successful,

you might do well to try some of the techniques outlined

above.

New Words

learner (la:na} s

vocabulary (vo’kebjulori) n.

rule Cru:) .

grammar (‘grema) n.
intelligent (in'telidzant) a.
technique (tek’ni:k) n.

independent (indi'pendant) a.

explain (iks'plein) vt.&vi.
pattern Upaztan) n.
guesser (‘gesa) n.

clue (klu:) n.

form (fo:m3 vt.&vi.

conclusion (kan'klu:zand n.

spirit (spirit) n.
intention (in'ten{an) n.

active ('aktiv) a.

communicate (ka'mju:nikeit) vi.

repeat (ri’pi:t) vz
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strange[streind3 la. e S X 2 e

willing[" wiliy Ja. BEY: REY
inexact[ inig' zeekt Ja. AR B s AN HERR Y
incomplete[ .inkom’pli:t Ja. AR s R TER
necessary['nesisari Ja. B TR
regularly( 'regjulali Jad. A AR b 5 [ @
independently[indi' pendontli |ad. IR 7M1 ; B S H
actively[' &ktivii Jad. TR 3 s 33k
purposefully[’ pa:pasfuli Jad. BEERAH;EHMH
outline[ autlain Juz. BEHE 5 0% A

Phrases and Expressions

1. take a close look at AR

2. first of all i

3. be good at E#F

4. get a good view of fRaFHh T fif

5. be interested in Xif eeeeee ISR

6. on the other hand B E
Notes

1. They can pick up new vocabulary,master rules and gram-
mar and learn to write in the new language more quickly
than others. '

b AT BB EL 5N B Pt 2 2 A ], AR BRI, 2 2 B
MiEEEE.
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[3S]

e 4J Hhto write in the new language: — M AVE R HIE,
1R Mahin] learn O EIE, Xdn:

I didn’t expect to find you here.

BB AR JLREFIR,

. Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful lan-

guage learners, we may discover a few of the techniques
which make language learning easier for them.

BRI R BN E X L DNIEE &, RAR
BABAE 5 F X F LRI L.

AR -AHEA, f 51 FHE A FHRIEN,
which make language learning easier for them & —A>Ei&
WA, 14 techniques,

Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain, they try to
find the patterns and the rules for themselves.

AR EZIRE:, B R BN,
4] H g waiting for the teacher to explain —/4~ 3l 417
RiE, EMEMEE. (H4EEZTEERE Hing R X
an:

These little girls are fond of singing and dancing in the
garden.

XN GEARTEAE I AR, BREE.
. As they read, they try to understand all that they are read-

ing, not just a part of it.
BRbATR B, AT EERSREN -, AR
SNE.



g Ay th AsS S B9 & — /B AR 1B ML A) S that they are
reading &— N EEMNT, BHAENRIE all. Hefriak
et A R, EIEMDSHA that 515, (that 78
MA P PER B AT LA ) fildn:

All (that) you need is to work harder.

PR S H 2 3 s sk T1E,

. Tt is more important for them to learn to think in the lan-
guage than to know the meaning of every word.
Sk, ¥SRIESESLESE M RIENELRE
HE,

I HitgEAEiE, EEFEEZAZERA o learn to think
in the language, for them 2 EAREHFIE. Xn:

It is necessary for them to learn the language in order to
communicate with these people.

AT EIXE AR, AL ERES.

. They find it easy to practise using the language regularly.
i1k &5 SR HIEE AR,

At ARE, RIERIEES EAXto practise using
the language regularly. X#n:

I find it very difficult to do the work.

BR BT X LIERAE,

. You might do well to try some of the techniques outlined

above.

WAGRIR_ LRy — ik,

B A) I you might do well to =it is advisable for you to
6



(do); outlined above & — /it XA MHIE, HEELE
i%, f&1f some of the techniques.

Word Study

learn

lov. %2 %#5%
When did you begin to learn English?
NN RS Re R i)
The little boy learns fast and well.
XA NG B 18 OO
You should learn to be patient.
DAL o Y e

2. vt. BPEl BRE
They were greatly surprised when they learned the
news.
A I 2X A B K iz — 1.
I'm very sorry to learn that he is dead.
WY i f At T IRAEF ML

3. vt. idfE
Mr Smith asked his students to learn the new words by
tomorrow.
BEHE A B R b iy A TR B R AT AL 1
This little boy has learned the text by heart.
X BRI AT .



4.

S.

form

1.

2.

3.

learn of (ZE about) H7iR

I learned of his departure only an hour ago.

— /NI AT A PR A E T .

[ learned about the matter the day before yesterday.
B REYT T XHE.

learn from {a] -+ ¥

We should learn from Lei Feng and serve the people well.

WAL K E FEEIRFBAIARRKSE .

ve. B # AR

Can you tell me how coal was formed?

BB R R B ERTE B g 7

Please form a sentence after the pattern.

WO AR A,

vi. B Bor

They formed a class for beginners in English.
ATHA T — TR XME I

He has formed a close friendship with these young men.
e R XSFR ANEY THEENAIE,

vi. Bih (BR) % B

Have you formed any idea or opinion about it?
X XERMA 2R NS EEG?

How could you form such a conclusion?

HREAREXHERSIRT



