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Introduction

Scotland (Alba in Scottish Gaelic) is a country in
northwest Europe and a constituent® nation of the United
Kingdom. It occupies the northern third of the island of
Creat Britain and shares a land border to the south with
England and is bounded® by the North Sea on the east

and the Atlantic Ocean on the west.

@ constituent n. ZIE A, BE adj). B HLENA;
AEEHE MBS I

@ bound n. K, Bk, FLH ,BRE adj. EEBEEHK,
FraE-- 200, BORER FITH v. BRER IR H
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Previously an independent kingdom, Scotland en-
tered into a personal union with England in 1603, when
King James VI of Scotland became James | of England af-
ter the death of Elizabeth |. This union was made formal
on May 1, 1707 by the Act of Union. The Scottish Parlia-
ment was abolished® on March 26, 1707. The union
merged both kingdoms, creating the Kingdom of Great
Britain, with a new single Parliament sitting in Westmin-

ster, London, but most aspects of Scotland’s institutions,

- notably the country’s legal system, remained separate. In

1801, Scotland became one of four constituent nations of
the United Kingdom, along with England, Ireland (latter-

ly Northern Ireland) and Wales.

© abolish vt. Bk, BEBR AR HIBE, T A%
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In 1999, the people of Scotlé;nd voted toicrerate a
new parliament®, established by the UK government un-
der the Scotland Act 1998. The new devolved Scottish
Parliament has been given powers to govern the country
on Scotland — specific matters and has limited power o-

ver taxes.

® parliament n. §4, (&




