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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury

of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been

awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.
Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you another precious gift, 7he Picture Treasury
of World Science Fiction Stories. This set is the fifth in the series entitled
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope that you will enjoy them.

A science fiction story depicts unusual scientific fantasies through
literary means. It presents man’s soaring aspirations to explore, to
understand and to harness nature. It can satisfy your curiosity and thirst
for knowledge and help you learn scientific knowledge, long for the future
development of science, and enrich your imagination.

The set consists of eighteen world-famous science fiction stories,
including four Chinese ones and presents them in ten volumes. It includes
more than fifteen hundred pictures.

The editor-in-chief of the series is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the Chinese
writer of children’s literature. He has set strict demands on the overall
plan, contents and compilation and made careful checks to ensure
its quality. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former president of the
Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and English so that Chinese
readers can learn English while appreciating the works. We have
specially invited Dr. Daniel Downes, an American professor and teacher
of literature, to be the general editor of the translations. He has worked
arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the English
translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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On 26th, July, 1864, Lord Edward Glenarvan,a member of the Royal Thames
Yacht Club, was making a trial voyage on a newly built yacht, the“Duncan”,
off the Gulf of Clyde. His new wife, Lady Helena,and one of his cousins, Major
MacNabbs were also on board the“Duncan”. On their way back,near the Arran
Island, John Mangles,the young captain,and the sailors caught a fierce scale
shark.
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Tom Austen, the first mate, cut open the shark’s belly with an axe. Out of the
belly came rolling a French champagne bottle. Lord Glenarvan removed its rusty
stopper,and took out of the bottle three documents written in English, German
and French respectively. Corroded by moisture, the papers were already in a state
of decay. They were barely identified as the messages sent out for help by Harry
Grant, captain of the“Britannia”which was shipwrecked on June, 7th, 1862.
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Lord Glenarvan,a bold man with a strong sense of justice, went back to the
Malcolm Castle, Dumbarton. After a farewell embrace with his wife, he boarded
an express for London with a view to requesting the British government to sal-
vage the shipwrecked crew of the“Britannia”. On the same day, he telegraphed
“The Times"to put in the paper an important notice , which ran as follows: “Those
who want to be informed about the three-masted ‘ Britannia’ ,and its captain
Grant, please refer to the Malcolm Castle, Dumbarton, Scotland for informa-
tion. ”
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Lady Helena was looking forward to the news of her husband when a boy and
a girl, following Haberl, their steward,asked for an interview. The boy and the
girl were the children of Captain Grant. The 16-year-old Mary Grant, was neatly
and elegantly dressed, while the 12-year-old Robert Grant looked stéady and
brave. It was the notice in“The Times”that led them here. Lady Helena told them
about the story of recovering those documents.
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The next day, Lord Glenarvan returned. Indignantly, he told his wife, “They
refused to send rescue ships to search for the shipwrecked crew. Poor Captain
Grant is doomed! "Hearing these words, Mary rushed out of the room and knelt
down before Lord Glenarvan. Little Robert also clenched his fist with grief and
Lady Helena’s heart throbbed with pain. She said to her husband, “One should
do a good deed after marriage. Edward, let’s go and search for Captain Grant. ”
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Lord Glenarvan was proud of such a virtuous wife. That day, he ordered the
captain of the“Duncan”to make preparations for a voyage. The“Duncan”was a
graceful-looking steam-engined boat with a deadweight capacity of 210 tons. At
full steam, its highest speed could be 17 miles per hour. Therefore, there would
be no problem for an around-the-world tour. The tour party was quickly orga-
nized. Besides the Glenarvans, Major MacNabbs , Mary and Robert, it had a crew
of 25 officers and sailors including the captain and the first mate.
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On the night of 25th of August, the inhabitants of Glasgow gave the“Duncan”
a warm send-off. One hour later, the“Duncan”sailed out of Dumbarton into the
Bay of Clyde. At dawn, it rounded the Cape of Cantor, left the Strait of the North
Sea and began to sail in the Atlantic Ocean. Because of the high waves, the crew
all lay in their cabins. Nobody came up to the deck. The next day,the sea was
fairly quiet. Lady Helena and Mary came to the deck to watch the sun rising to-
gether with Lord Glenarvan and the others.
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Suddenly,a stranger appeared before them. He was a man about forty years
of age. Tall and skinny, he looked just like a large-headed nail. With a pair of
big,round glasses on his eyes and a big telescope hanging slantingly on his
waist, he appeared to be a careless man who“looks but sees not. "His name was
Jacques Paganel , secretary of the Society of Geography of Paris and a correspon-
dent of the Societies of Berlin, Bombay and London. He was going to India for a
conference, but in a muddle, he got on the wrong ship.



