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The Origin and Distribution of Fish Weir Culture —
An Exploration with an International Perspective

Abstract

Fishing by fish weirs is an ancient worldwide fish activity. According to the lit-
erature, the fish weir has been invented in the Stone Age. Fish weirs are built along the
shores or in rivers of Japan, Korea, China, Taiwan, Philippine, Thailand, Vietnam, In-
donesia, Cambodia, India, Sri Lanka, Pacific Islands, Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand,
England, Africa, and even America and Canada.

Based on the literature review from different countries in the world, classification
is possible. Based on shape this study recognizes four kinds of fish weirs. These are:
Line, V-type, Arch, and Ring. Most construction materials for fish weirs are from the
area where the weir is constructed. Materials fall into three groups. The materials used
are plant, stone and artificial. Moreover, this study recognizes three types of traps that
are “analogous” to fish weir placed in tidal water. These are “desert kite” for catching
gazelle in the Middle Asia, “fish weir” and “artificial ponds” network in the Bolivian
Amazon, and “fish ponds” aqua-culture evolved from “fish traps” in Hawaii.

From an international viewpoint fish weir construction is reflects, precious cultur-
al heritage and the weirs are part of the cultural landscape. Occurring world wide could
be the results of the mutual learning and knowledge exchange of human beings. The
stone fish weirs found around the ocean shore reflect information sharing. Based on the
distribution and similarity in shapes, there is a relation between stone fish weirs and
the Austronesian language family. Though more research is needed, the author of this
book presumes the stone fish weir is one of the common characteristics of the fishing
culture of peoples using Austronesian languages. From another perspective, Penghu
archipelago of Taiwan is an important area for studying fish weirs since it has many and
certainly the highest density of fish weirs in the world. A concern of the author is that

Penghu’s fish weirs are well treated and maintained.

Keywords: fish weir, fish trap, cultural heritage, cultural landscape.
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