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Nat Marley: a New York private investigator

Curtis Wilson: a New York businessman

Stella Delgado: Nat Marley’s personal assistant

Ellis Freeman: the owner of the pet store Animals International

Dionne Freeman: Ellis Freeman’s wife and Curtis Wilson’s sister

Joe Blaney: a colleague of Nat Marley, ex-NYPD (New York
Police Department)

Mario Rossi: a friend of Nat Marley

Ed Winchester: a reporter on the Daily News

Grant and Tyler Gray: the owners of the software business
Computer Kitchen

Captain Oldenberg: a detective with the NYPD
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. Look at the front cover of the book. What does the picture
show? Do you like the picture? Why / Why not?

. Read the title. What do you understand by “the dark side” of
the city?

. Look at the list of “People in the story” on page 6. Apart from
Nat Marley’s job, what other jobs do the people do?

. Look at the map on page 7. What places are marked with a
circle?

. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



" qp fer 1  East43rd Street,
“ Manhattan

Monday, January 17th. It was Martin Luther King
Day, a holiday in the U.S.A. The streets of Manhattan
were white with snow and unusually quiet. Many
New Yorkers were enjoying a lazy long weekend
with their families. But I don’t have a family to
spend time with, so [ was working by myself at my
office on East 43rd Street.

The name’s Nat Marley. I’ve been a private
investigator in this city for over ten years. Before
that, I was a police officer with the New York Police
Department, “an NYPD cop.” The working life of
an investigator 1s rather different from what you see
in the movies — I’'m not often in danger. Maybe a
wife wants to know if her husband’s seeing another
woman. Or sometimes I’m looking for a teenager
who’s run away from home.

While I was working, I got a phone call.

“Nat Marley speaking,” I said.

“I’m pleased I caught you on a holiday. My
name’s Curtis Wilson,” the caller began. “I want to
talk with you about a family problem, but not over
the phone. Could I see you this afternoon?”

Chapter 1 East 43rd Street, Manhattan 9




“Sure. I could meet with you at two o’clock,” I
replied.

January can be a quiet month for business, so I
hoped this man was going to be a rich new client.

Wilson arrived just after two o’clock, his smart coat
white with snow. He was tall and good-looking — unlike
me — and his clothes were expensive. He looked like
the sort of man who knows what he wants in life and
how to get it. I also thought I knew his face from
somewhere. Then I remembered a name from the
past — Bad Boy Bronx. That was his name when he
was a famous hip-hop musician.

“I know your face, Mr. Wilson,” I said. “I guess
you don’t do much rapping now.”

“You’re right,” he laughed. “I’ve come a long
way in life since I was a kid in South Bronx. Things
are different now. I make more money from my
businesses than I ever did from music. The banks
open their doors when they see Curtis Wilson
coming.”

“So you have a family problem?” I asked.

“Yeah, my sister Dionne is worried about her
husband, Ellis Freeman,” he replied. “In the last few
months, she’s seen a real change in him. He’s just not
the same man. Something’s happened, but he won’t
talk about it.”

10 The Dark Side of the City



