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W arm-up ﬂ

Have you ever thought about furthering your studies in a Western country? Gaining some

knowledge about their higher education might be a good way to start!

Y

] mproving Listening Skills
—Listening “Between the Lines”

There are six plosives in International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), including [p], [b], [t], [d],
[k], and [g]. Sometimes in a connected speech, these plosives will not be pronounced or
completely pronounced, which is called incomplete plosion.

Incomplete plosion can be seen in the following conditions:

1. When a plosive is followed by another plosive, the first one will not be pronounced. For
example,

e goodbye ['gud'bai] e first time [foist taim]

2. When a plosive is followed by a fricative, including [f], [v], [6], [8], [s], [z, [J 1, [3], [r],

3
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and [h], or an affricative, including [ts], [tz], [tr], [dr], [t[], and [d3], the plosive will not be
completely pronounced. For example,

® good chance [gud t[a:ns] e old friend [ould frend]

3. When a plosive is followed by a nasal, including [m], [n], and [n], or the lateral [], the
plosive will not be completely pronounced either. For example,

e good morning [gud 'moinin] o speak loudly [spik 'laudli]

In these conditions, the plosive sounds are quite weak; sometimes they cannot be heard
clearly, which could be misleading while listening.

8

U seful Expressions about Academic Life

1. Fields of study and degrees

Fields of study: liberal arts (or arts), sciences, engineering, medicine, law, economics,
management, education, etc.

Degrees: an associate degree, a bachelor(’s) degree/baccalaureate, a master(’s) degree; a
doctor’s degree/a doctoral degree/a doctorate/PhD, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Bachelor of Science
(B.S.), Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.), Master of Arts (M.A.), Master of Science (M.S.), Master
of Engineering (M.E.), Doctor of Arts (D.A.), Doctor of Science (D.S.), Doctor of Engineering
(D.E.), etc.

For example:

I’'m a graduate of Yale University. I have a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Professors usually need a Doctoral degree.

I’m both a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Engineering.

2. Levels of students
freshmen/freshers/first-years, sophomores, juniors, seniors, undergraduates, (post)graduates,

doctoral candidates, PhD candidates, ABD (All But Dissertation: #{# 1)
Note: Freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, undergraduate, postgraduate can also be used
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attributively.
For example,
The couple had met in freshman math class but never really dated until now.
Teachers of undergraduate courses can go as deep as they want, while teachers of

graduate courses can simply start in the middle.

‘r«
T hinking Ahead L

1. Do you know the differences between colleges, universities and institutes? Are there other
terms that can apply to institutions of higher learning?

2. Can you name some academic titles in colleges and universities? What do these academic
titles actually mean?

3. Is it expensive to pursue studies in Western countries? What do you know about their tuition
fees and financial aid to international students?

Section | College, University, or Institute?

C ultural Notes

1. MIT is short for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which is a private research
university in Cambridge, Massachusetts, founded in 1861 in response to the increasing
industrialization of the United States. MIT is placed among the top ten in many overall rankings
of universities. MIT is traditionally known for research and education in the physical sciences
and engineering, and more recently in biology, economics, linguistics, and management as well.
It is one of the most selective higher learning institutions.

2. The Middle Ages, or Medieval period, is the middle period of the three traditional
divisions of Western history: Antiquity, Medieval period, and Modern period. It lasted from the
5th to the 15th century. It began with the collapse of the Western Roman Empire and merged
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into the Renaissance and the Age of Discovery.

Part| Vocabulary )

[ Word Bank

1. undergraduate: n. a university or college student who is studying for a bachelor’s or
associate’s degree

2. arts: n. (countable, usu. pl.) the subjects you can study at school or university that are not
scientific, such as languages, history or literature

3. graduate: a. of or relating to studies beyond a bachelor’s degree

4. generally: ad. usually, in most cases

5. institute: n. an organization set up to do a particular type of work, esp. research or
teaching

6. invelvement: ». the act of taking part in sth.

7. engineering: n. the discipline dealing with the art or science of applying scientific
knowledge to practical problems :

8. term: n. a word or phrase used as the name of sth.

Finish the following vocabulary exercises.

L Read the definitions of the words in the Word Bank and write down the Chinese
equivalent of each word. ' '

1II. Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the words in the Word Bank.

1. The university offers degree courses covering 7 major categories: Liberal Arts, Sciences,
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, Law, Economics, Medicine, and Management.

2. As a teacher of English, I hope everyone will get actively in the class activities.

3. Even though deeper learning of the subject can only be achieved through graduate study,
there are relevant courses in some universities.

4. In , such proposals will not be approved by the committee.

5. In Chinese pop culture, Tuhao is a to refer to those who are rich but not very
well-educated.

6. The of Child Health at that university is well-known all through the country.

7. Mr. Johnson graduated from Harvard University in 1993 with a Bachelor of in
English.

8. Despite starting school late, Mr. McCarthy skipped grades and taught himself enough
calculus to take math courses as a 16-year-old freshman at California Institute
of Technology.

-~ Partll Listening Tasks )

Listen and finish the exercises below.

L Listen to the recording and choose the best answer to each question.

1. What’s the major purpose of the passage?
A. To tell people different terms for the same thing are used in American English and
British English.
B. To make a distinction between various terms for institutions of higher learning.
C. To tell people that some words in English, like “college” and “university”, have a Latin
background.
D. To suggest to students that they should make a wise choice when trying to go to college.

2. Who are the most likely target audience of the passage?
A. High school graduates in America who want to pursue higher education.
B. The general public in America who don’t know much about American higher education.

7
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C. A visiting delegation of officials from another country.
D. Foreign students who are interested in pursuing further studies in America.

. According to the passage, what do colleges, institutes and universities have in common?

A. All of them are places of higher education.
B. All of them offer graduate studies.

C. All of them can refer to an area of study.

D. All of them can find their origins in Europe.

. Which of the following is true about MIT?

A. Its academic focus is on technical areas even though it has programs in liberal arts.
B. A large percentage of its freshmen get involved in arts.

C. It is located in the state of California.

D. It does not offer graduate studies.

. Which of the following is NOT true about colleges as a place of higher learning?

A. Most of them offer both undergraduate and graduate studies.
B. They can mean areas of studies.

C. They can mean subordinate parts of a university.

D. They can prepare people for their future work.

. What can you infer from the passage?

A. The terms that refer to places of higher learning are interchangeable.

B. Colleges and institutes are lower in rank than universities.

C. Sometimes the same words or phrases may have different connotations in American
English and British English.

D. Colleges and universities developed from ancient Europe.

II. Listen to the recording again and decide whether the following statements are True

8

or False. Write T for a True statement and F for a False one in the bracket at the end
of each sentence.

1. “College students” is a British way to refer to students either in colleges or universities.
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¢ )

2. Colleges also offer undergraduate degrees in arts and science, just like universities.
«C )
3. Institutes do not have programs and activities in liberal arts. ( )
4. Both “college” and “university” have a Latin origin and they used to mean roughly the
same thing. ( )
5. Even though the first American universities used to divide their studies into a number of
areas and call each one a college, they no longer do that now. ( )
6. The term “schools” can never apply to places in higher learning. ( )

IIL Listen to the recording again and answer the following questions.

1. According to the passage, what do colleges and universities have in common?

2. What are the differences between colleges and universities?
A.
B.
G

3. What is special about institutes as a place of higher learning?

4. When and where did modern universities develop from?

5. What’s the meaning of the Latin word “universitas”?

6. What’s the original purpose of colleges in England? Why did it come to mean an area of
study?
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Section Il The Value of a University Education

Part| Vocabulary )

[ Word Bank

. affordability: n. the ability to pay sth.

. aspiration: n. the desire to achieve things

. maintenance: ». the act of sustaining life by food or providing a means of subsistence

. grant: n. an amount of money that a government or other institution gives to an individual

or to an organization for a particular purpose

. repayable: a. that can or must be paid back

. entitle: v. give sb. the right to have or to do sth.

. subsidy: n. a sum of money paid by a government to an enterprise that benefits the public

. applicant: n. a person who makes a formal request for sth., esp. for a job, a place at a

college or university, etc.
excess: #. more than is necessary, too much

. sweeten: v. make sweeter, more pleasant, or more agreeable

11. postgraduate: n./a. a person who already holds a first degree and who is doing

advanced study or research/of or relating to studies beyond a bachelor’s degree

12. outrage: n. a strong feeling of shock and anger

13. saddle: v. load or burden

14. facilitate: v. make an action or a process possible or easier

10



