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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope

the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your

relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Folktales. The book is the fourth in the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We
hope that you will enjoy it as much as the previous volumes.

A folktale is created by working people. With fictitious content a
folktale is a kind of oral literary work in prose style. It reflects the realistic
attitude of working people in different times, the spirit of happiness that
they work for, and their longing for a glorious future. The folktale has
been polished by innumerable people throughout the ages and is an
embodiment of the wisdom of human beings.

The book selects seventy world-famous folktales including fifteen
Chinese folktales and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek and Roman folktales as well as
Egyptian, Indian, Persian and other countries’ famous folktales.

The editor-in-chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous
Chinese writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu,
former president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The volumes are written both in Chinese and English. We have
specially invited the American professors Dr. Samuel Nicholson and Mrs.
Ella Nicholson to be the general editors of the translations. They have
worked arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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The king of Troyan was very handsome, but his ears looked like those of a
goat. He was afraid that the people would notice them that,so he always wore a
large hat which would cover his ears.
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The barbers who cut his hair never returned from their duty;they were all
killed by the king who was afraid they would tell the people that he had goat
ears.
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One day it was the turn of a poor woman’s only son to give the king a hair-
cut. After he completed the job, the king asked,“Do you have any brothers?”

(4)%E,BE"FERER, “RESENMAE T, KBRS "

“No,I haven’t any, "the young man answered,“I’m the only son of my
mother, and my family is very poor. ”
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The king felt sympathy for the mother so he said,“Are you sure that you

will not tell others about my ears?If you do, you will be under a sentence of
death. ”
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The youth pledged,“If you discover that I have betrayed your secret, you
may immediately chop off my head! ”
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The king gave him some money and then appointed him as a barber to the
court. He often cut the king’s hair, but he never told anyone about the king’s
goat ears.
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The youth began to get thinner and thinner, but he did not know why. His
mother became very worried about him, so she asked her son if he had some-
thing on his mind.



(9 )LF45ifrih - i 0l — A FAEE  (BARREXHMEM AL, 3 7.0 B8 (A%
BHILEFER
The son told her that he knew a secret, but he could not tell anyone. He said

that if he told anyone, he would have a light heart, but he would be under a sen-
tence to death.
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The mother advised her son,“Go to the field, dig a deep pit, put your head
in it,and shout your secret three times. ”
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The son accepted his mother’s advice, went to the field, dug a pit, put his
head inside the pit and shouted out three times,“The king of Troyan has goat
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He filled up the pit with dirt and went back home. From then on the youth
was in a good mood, recovered his health, and worked more energetically.
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After a very long time, a tree began to grow in the place where he had dug
the pit. This tree grew tall and had thick, flourishing branches and leaves.
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Nearby lived a herdsman who found the big tree,sawed off one of its
branches, and made a flute.
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As the herdsman played, the flute made an unusual sound. It said,“The king
of Troyan has goat ears!”
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The story of the talking flute soon reached the king’s ears,so he told the
barber to come to him. He gave the barber a cross-examination.



