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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope

the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your

relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fairy Tales, and hope that you like it.

A fairy tale is a fictitious story marked with strong imaginative colour.
Its subject matter accords closely with children’s modes of thinking. It can
inspire your mind, widen your vision and kindle your rich imagination.

The set includes representative works of the world’s famous fairy tale
writers and works that have had a great influence on the world. It consists
of sixty works, including eleven fairy tales by Chinese writers, and is
collected in twelve volumes. It is arranged according to the history of the
development of world fairy tales.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenijing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and in English and offers good
reading materials for English learners. At the same time, it can help
remove the language barriers for our little friends all over the world. We
have invited Mr. Thomas McClellan from Edinburgh University to be the
general editor of the translations. He has worked very seriously and
earnestly to ensure the accuracy of the translations in the books. For this,
we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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Far out in the sea the water is very,
very blue. Deep down in the water, there
are many kinds of wonderful plants. Fish-
es swim in and out of the plants. This is
the place where the sea people live.
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In the very deepest place is the king’s
palace. Its walls are made of coral. The
windows in the turrets are made of bright
amber. Its roof is covered in clam shells,
which open and shut freely with the flow-
ing sea water.



Q) BENEFREEMT
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FERAERR, TERETFEAR, I
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The sea king’s wife had died many
years ago, so his old mother looked after
him. She loved the little sea princesses
very much. The princesses had no legs,
and the lower part of their body was like
the body of a fish. They were also called
mermaid.

@) FEANALI N P, /MR E
B SR TIN o b A4 B2 JOK S LI, AR B
HERBRIRERAWK , il

The youngest was the most beautiful
of the six sea princesses. She had very thin
and delicate skin. And her eyes were as
blue as the sea. She was called little mer-
maid.



(5) HufilE RAENE EREHIEHN They often played all day in the
KTEE, 7SRRI ERIER  big rooms. Beautiful flowers grew out
BigE R AT, BEA &R of the walls. And they sported in the

garden outside the palace. It was a
BRETRIAHEHE, large garden full of plants and flowers.

(6) H—fI A FEEEBEEA H Each of the little princesses had
CH—N/MEIE A/ FEHH  her own little garden inside the large
A B8 G, A4 garden. Some arranged their flower-

BRI, N A B — beds ll.ke a wl'.xale;so.me like a little
A mermaid;the little princess arranged
€ o

hers like a sun.
= e



7) B AEEXHAAENE The other princesses liked to decorate
SRGEMMER , /NYE HE Rk their garden with strange things found in
—ANETWE FAELRRE, i sunken ships. But the little princess loved
FTET QSR T — R BOBLE AR 1 a beautiful stone statue of a man. She

planted a roselike willow near the statue.
=218

(8) MAERERWrZHEIHA The little mermaid loved to hear the
[E B IR TT B &tk S 24  stories of ships,cities and animals which
BRBSE i T15% , i bygs  her grand mother told. Her grandmother
WG - 3=, SR AT LB B IR Y — said when she was fifteen years old, she

could go to the surface of the sea and see

B everything there.
=5



(9) BRHIA ENRHLS S, HARH
— M=% T EE
AT b5 — K B AR e
HREWT
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The eldest princess was fifteen that
year, the rest were all spaced apart by one
year of age. The eldest agreed to tell the
others about everything that she saw on
the surface of the sea the first day.

(10) /I EBEEEDTF , it
R BEB/ERAAHAE S LA
R, e S 7ETT 36 BT AT , B3 IR
Preliibey il -2o=2

None of the sisters wanted to go
to the surface of the sea so much as the
youngest sister. But as chance would have
it,she had to wait the longest. On many
nights she stood by the open window,
looking up through the blue water.



(1) BRMAFELF R, The eldest princess’ turn to go to the
b Bl Skt R ENFE REH L surface of the sea came. When she came
T, IEE R EREHTEE  BEmR back, she said what she liked to do most

TS R o was to keep close to the calm sea shore
R T ERB R IR under the moonlight, and look at the lights

in the city and the tower of the church.

(12) /N FEWE B T Y itk The youngest princess listened atten-
(6] M ik B 5 A {0 22 B9 b4 , ftb gt tively. That night when she stood by her

A T AHAH T —10 L e Fwp  open window and looked up through the
he thought of everything her sister
§| ,-uiz. £ == ,;j . s€a,s 2 y g
VB MBS L PTIEBOR had said and seemed to hear the church
bell ringing.
=T
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(13) B4, S AN HE N
EIEJF: R RARHRE , X
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The next year the second sister came
back from the surface of the sea and said,
the most beautiful thing was the bright
sky, with the ever-changing clouds and
wild geese flying across it...

(14) X3t 7—4F, 58 = HH T
LET KRR, I — &
TR RIEE, BRI T EWH
H I, WA BR R ER A B B

Another year passed. The third sister
went to the ocean’s surface. She was the
bravest of the six,and she went up a river,
which flowed to the sea. She saw lovely
green hills, palaces and villages among the
woods.



(15) FE/MAIS B fh iR RG] T — At the bend of a little river she met
BNESFHAE/NEE/KEY; a group of haked children swimming and

R o S5 38 T — B/NK X v playing games in the water. Later she met
. . little dog which yapped at her. She be-
n Jk 7] A a
A, TR EIAE came afraid and went back to the sea.

(16) 585 PO~ 4H 4H AR /)N | 78 B0 3 The fourth sister was not so brave.
VEhb (B e B F T — Hyt,  She didn’t go far away. She saw a ship and
E5| T ¥ KK - B2,/ @ dolphin turning somersaults on the wa-

I A ter,and the water column spouting from a
I jd E/\EWHJ | Vi c
2T PER IR T K AT - huge whale.



