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UNCONVENTIONAL CHARM AND HIGH ASPIRATIONS
PREFACE TO “XIAO MING PAINTING ALBUM”

[t may well be that Xiao Ming, a painter brought up in Hangzhou and inspired by the picturesque scenery
of the West Lake, draws both his meticulous paintings of lotus blooms, orchid, bamboos, etc. and his free-
hand brushworks of flowers, birds, mountains, rocks, etc. with fantastic charm, similar to the landscape of
the West Lake characterized by its varied natural hues ever changing from morning to night. Every time I
enjoy Xiao Ming’ s paintings, I would naturally call to mind the verse: “Adored the remote wonders when
I was a boy, sought to stare at them to wash away my worry.” by Song Zhiwen, a poet of the Song Dynasty.
In Xiao Ming’ s paintings there implies such peaceful, enchanting and secluded atmosphere just as in
remote mountains free from vulgarity. It is just such implicit flavour and tone, as purity and simplicity of
nature, that can at least relieve our emotional confusion, if not wash away our innermost vexation. Such art
extracted from active real life must be full of youthful vigour and appealing charm forever.

Xiao Ming received instruction in painting sooner or later from famous professors Lu Yifei, Liu Jiang,
Zhang Peiyun, Lu Kunfeng,Wu Shanming, Ma Qikuan, etc., and made research into the painting style of the
Song Dynasty, s0, he is well grounded in the traditional skill. Taking his “Picture of Wealth and Nobleness”,
as an example, with its brush strokes as solid as rocks, and colours properly applied, it is hailed as the acme
of perfection; matched with peony, crab-apples and red plums to the splendid cloisonne and fine gold censer,
the picture accurately embodies the artistic conception of “wealth, nobleness and longevity”. By adopting
the strong points of many artistic schools, Xiao Ming” s paintings have an imposing and beautiful style
inherited from veteran artists and at the same time have a fresh and unaffected style of his own.

Just as any other genre of art, the traditional Chinese painting should keep pace with the times and blaze
new trails continuously. At the time of “driving in with might and main” (Li Keran’ s saying), Xiao Ming
pays attention to supplementing and developing the skill of the ancient artists with modern aesthetic taste. In
the painting “Moonshine over the Lotus Pond”, he inherited the artistic tradition of the Song Dynasty and
stressed on optical and chromatic effects in washing with selected colours. It may be said that “Moonshine
Over the Lotus Pond” is one of his masterpieces combining traditional skill with modern realistic taste. His
“Mountain Flowers in Full Bloom” and “Landscapes Series” were painted in another way . Taking in the
strong and heavy style of Western oil painting, he created a magnificent but lucid, and ordinary but unique
realm of art by making a contrast between cold colours and warm one, between the fine brushworks and the
frechand ones, and between the dynamic and static state in rhythm.

From a high starting point, with broad vision and well grounded techniques, in addition to his innate
talent and high aspirations, if only he could make consistent efforts and study hard. Xiao Ming will surely be
a prominent artist with a style of his own in the field of traditional Chinese painting when the right time
comes.

‘Shen Zhiping
Written in Residence, Lutang, Hangzhou
July 18, 2003

The author is a professional writer of Hangzhou Federation of Literary and Art Circles (national I grade
writer), deputy director of Hangzhou Fraternity of intellectuals.
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CURRICULUM
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1981 — “Picture of Pine Trees and Eagle™ was awarded Excellent Prize by
Hangzhou Youths™ Painting Exhibition. and then selected to display at National Paint-
ing Exhibition of Youths ot Different Ethnic Groups from 9 Cities.

1981 Participated in Yat-sen Art Academy. sooner or later holding the posts of
director of youths™ art department. member of academy committee. deputy secretary
general. director of art department. professional painter. deputy director of creation
centre. and others.

1983 Joined Hangzhou Artists Association, holding the Posts of director. leader

<ol research group of flowers and birds painting. and deputy leader of appreciation

group.

* 1988 Holding personal painting exhibition for the first time in Lan Pavilion,
Shaoxing.

1988 Picture of White Lotus™ was selected to display at biannual exhibition
sponsored by Hangzhou Artists Association and published in “Popular Fine Art Pa-
per’”.

1989 — Brief biography and some works were included in “Dictionary of Con-
temporary Calligraphers. Painters and Seal Cutters™ .

1990 — Personal painting exhibition for the 2™ time was held in
Macao

1990 — “Picture of Autumn Crops™ was published in “China calligraphy and
Painting Paper™ and “Autumn scenery”™ won the first prize of “Longyan Cup™ Na-
tional Competition of Calligraphy and painting.

1991 —The painting “Male Lion™ was selected to display at Canadian “Maple-
Leaf Cup™ international Exhibition of Calligraphy and Painting. and awarded excel-
lent prize.

1991 —Supported by Mr. and Ms. Lin Shimin from Taiwan and Yang Zhenghua.
a friend of mine, [ began to pursue 3-year advanced studies in the Department of
Traditional Chinese Painting, Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts: attended the "' course
of advanced studies for the young teachers of academies of fine arts in China spon-
sored by Ministry of Culture and State Education Commission.

1994 — Completed the courses of Master degree by the end of this year, and
participated in the painting exhibition held by China Art Gallery in Beijing. (in which:
“Mountain Flowers in Full Bloom™ was reported by the 1" Channel of Central Tele-
vision station and other domestic and overseas media).

1994—Several works of flowers and birds were collected by Wu Changshi Me-
morial Hall and Japan Joint Exhibition of Fine Arts.

1995 ~Little Birds over Mountain Stream™ and “Plum Trees™ were selected to
display at Shenzhen “Exhibition of Artistic Works by Contemporary Famous Callig-
raphers and Painters of China™ .

1996 — “Morning Tune™ , “Refreshing™ and some others were selected to dis-
play in “Exhibition of Chinese Works of Art™ held in Malaysia.

1996 — Holding the post of director of Zhejiang Flowers and Birds Painters
Association.

1997-—Joined Chinese Artists Association Zhejiang Branch and acted as a mem-
ber of calligraphy and painting committee.

1998 — “Antique Pot and New Branches™ was selected into the 1* Sino-Japa-
nese” Man and Nature Painting Exhibition.

1998 — “Croaking of Frogs Within 10Li" was selected into the Album of the 1*
West Lake Expo. Hangzhou: “Mountain Flowers in Full Bloom™ was carried in “Fine
Arts”

1998-Briet biography was carried in “Biographies of the World Artists™ (Volume
of Chinese Artists) published by Hongkong Fine Arts Press.

1999 - Holding the post of deputy secretary-general and painter of Zhejiang
Kaiming Art Academy.

2000 — “Picture of Parrot”™ was collected by Zhejiang Natural Museum.

2001 — Held Six Artists” Painting Exhibition to show “the painting attributes™ .

2001 — “Autumn” was selected into “West Lake Customs™ Painting Exhibition
held by the West Lake Expo.collected and published by the Expo.

2001 — Awarded the title of master of arts and crafts.

2002 “Moonshine Over Lotus Pond” wis selected into Sino-Japanese-Korean
“Labourers™ Painting Exhibition, and carried in an album.

2002 “Picture of Watching Fishes™ was published in “Selected Artistic Works™,
a collection of works by several modern calligraphers and painters.
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