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It gives me great pleasure to attend this First Annual Conference of the Forum for Asia
Development and discuss with you issues concerning Asia’s regional cooperation and development
in the next five yvears. //

As the biggest continent on the Earth Asia takes up 60% of its population. It has abundant
resources a long history and profound cultures. //

China is an Asian country. Over the past thirty-odd vears, China has unswervingly pursued
the policy of reform and opening up, and accelerated the development of its national economy.
This will usher in broad prospects for economic cooperation in Asia and around the world.

China will open its door still wider to entrepreneurs and investors of all countries. We will
improve our rule of law, thus bringing about in China a fairer market environment. The Chinese

people are ready 1o work hand in hand with people in other countries to build a better future.
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[f vou are visiting the United States, one of the things you enjoy is shopping for bargains.
You can find many bargains there if vou know where to shop and how to take advantage of the
competitive sales. //

There are big department stores and downtown shopping areas in most US cities. They offer a
wide selection of merchandise. And they frequently have seasonal sales with attractive
discounts. //

[n July and August, they have end of summer sales. In November, the Thanksgiving Day
and Christmas sales are one of the biggest shopping days of the year. //

From December 26 through mid-January, they hold big after-Christmas sales. In February,
all the winter merchandise goes on sale. In addition, they have many special promotions and
clearance sales.
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Thank vou for inviting me to the International Conference on Environmental Protection. I'd
like to take this opportunity to talk about our plan for the development of the City of Toronto in the
next five vears. //

According to the plan, Toronto will reduce total carbon dioxide emission by 20% , which is
well above the reduction target that Canada has committed to in the Kyoto Accord. //

We've determined to reduce the use of fossil fuel. It will not only assist in reaching our
environmental goals but also provide the City of Toronto with significant financial savings. //

Toronto endeavors to share its knowledge and experience in environmental issues with other

cities around the world. We also need your opinions and advice to guide the city’s future growth.
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Located in the southwest of China, Yunnan has 20 ports and over 90 channels ( linking us
with the outside world ). Yunnan is becoming an important land route linking China with South
Asia and Southeast Asia.

Yunnan has a population of 42.8 / around 43 million and there are 26 nationalities. As a
cradle of ancient civilizations Yunnan has a very colorful cultural heritage. //

Yunnan is one of the provinces that have the richest resources in China. It has large
quantities of a whole range of mineral deposits. It also has abundant water reserves. //

After 35 vears of reform and opening up Yunnan's GDP has been growing at more than 9% a

vear. The output of sugar cane and rubber ranks number two and that of tea ranks number three in
China.
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