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HESKSEFIEN
A Brief Introduction to Dujiangyan Scenic Region and Spots
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The Dujiangyan Irrigation System is located on the Minjiang River in the northwest of Dujiangyan Cith.It was built under the leading of Li Bing.the
nnvernnr nf the Shii Prefertiire of Qin State in PRA R
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Dujiangyan Irrigation System is a
grand irrigating project built over 256 B.C
in the Warring States time under the
direction of Li Bing , the governor of Shu
prefecture of Qin State.it has been working
for more than 2250 years for the benefit of
Sichuan province and has since gained the
fame for the province as "The Land of
Abundance"

It has long been designated as a
national culture protecting zone by the
State Councile and has been listed . in Nov
. 2000, in The world Cultural Relics by the
United Nations.

The whole syetem irrigates more than
10 million mu farmland over 36 counties
in Sichuan province and provides water for
industry and every day usage for several

cities and towns. including Chengdu. what




is introduced here is not the whole system,

actualy. it is only the headwork of the
system, which lies in the northwest of
Dujianyan City.

The head work. in fact. is composed
of three individual projects, which are
Yuzui. a fish-month -like water-dividing
dyke,

Feishayan, a spillway for

discharging flood and silt, and
Baopingkon. a channel cut throngh Mount
Yulei as a water inlet. These three projects
together attested to the perfection of
ancient Chinese science and technology.
But why did the ancestors of Sichuan
people take the troule to build suck a
complicated and consolidated irrigating
system? It was partly because of the bad
temper of Minjiang River, Partly because
of the need of Qin State for military
conquest over other states of ancient
China.

The topographical struture of

Chengdu Basin fans out from the

headwork of Dujiangyan City. The

northwest areas is obviously higher than
the southeast. Minjiang River torrented out
of the valleys of West Sichuan plateau and
rushed down towards flat Chengdu Basin,
it flooded the basin when in rain seasons
and left it be ravaged by drought when
dryseason set Those days had gone forever
ever since the accomplishment of
Dujiangyan Irrigation System 2250 years
ago. Now the ancient scientific and
technological marvel, together with its
cultural connotation, continuously
provides Chinese people, or rather world' s
people. with benefits and thoughts.

In the Warring States period, all big
Powers  resumed the historical
responsibility to unite Chine to push

history forward.
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Qin State, after its Shangyang
Reformation and having become a strong
State in the west, decided to conquer Shu
territory first so that it could have sufficent
provinsion and manpower as well as the
advantage of transporting its troops
conviniently from Shu to Chu State.

Through years of military actions, Shu
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became part of Qin State. Then Li Bing .a
militarist and scientist. was sent to Shu to
govern it . He of cource knew his
responsibility for his State, and the best
way to serve his state' s mission was to
build the irrigation system in order to
increase farmproduct on the one hand and
to make a convinient water rout to the east
on the other Historians have long proved
that the conquest of Shu and the
accomplishment of Dujiangyan
Irrigation System enabled Qin to
conquer Chu State relatively easily;
affer Chu's conquest. the other powers
had no way to fight against Qin

Warring States period ended, a united
and powerful China came into being .

History rolls on with ups and downs,

but a united and powerful China has,
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since then, always been what Chinese
people aspired. Now we shall turn to the

head work of the System.
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YuZui Water-dividing Dyke

can divert the water of Minjiang
River scientifically and rationally, 40
percent of which flows into the inner river
in flood season and 60 percent flows into
the outer river, and vice versa in dryseason.
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Feishayan Spillway
discharges flood and silt from the
inner river to the outer river.
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control the water and evacuate excessive
waler.

Working in harmony with one
another, the three puojects have composed
a complete and scientific irrigation and
drainage network, whick works
automatically to a remarkable degree, thus,
guaranteeing the water for irrigation in the
irrigated areas.
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