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rfhe pig and the mushroom are
debating why the fish are vanishing
from the pond on their farm.

“H; must be the birds who come to
steal our fish at night,” argues the
mushroom.

“N o, that’s not possible; we are very
vigilant,” defends the pig. “We would
have noticed. | wonder if one
family of fish isn’t eating the
other.”
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“Look,”

answers the mushroom, “we
have seven types of fish here — one for
each food level of our three metre deep
pond. No fish is interested in eating the other.
It is possible for us to farm fish without having
to buy feed for them. Perhaps they got sick and
are dying at the bottom of the pond.”

“you’re right about the levels. The grass eaters
at the top will never bother the bottom feeders.
Thanks to the algae, there is a lot of plankton
and many tiny snails in the water, which means
that there’s enough food to feed all the fish.
| don’t understand it. We used to have
five times more fish than we have

now, what is going on
here?”
-
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“I really don’t know. Do
you think there’s a problem with
the water?” wonders the mushroom.
“I know that too many solids flowing out
of your sty, but aren’t these caught in the
digester’s filter?”

“yes, the solids are indeed left behind
in the digester. The water for this pond
comes from our pigsty. The manure flows
into a digester where bacteria purify
the water. And the clean water is
then returned to nature. Did you
know that the digester also

creates biogas?”
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(14
r]_ghat’s interesting!” the
mushroom replies.

“(iBut if it is not the water, what could the
problem be then?” the pig asks. “We have
always had plenty of food sources on this
farm. We are providing so much food; even the
soil around us, which was considered poor for
farming, started to flourish beyond everyone’s
expectations.”

“rfhose who think poor soil will always remain
that way, don’t think properly,” the mushroom
replies. “Some people thought the water in
our pond was polluted, as there was too
much food in it. But the water from
the pond turned out to enrich
the soil wonderfully!”
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MBut we still need to
do something about our fish
disappearing, ” says the pig.

“%o let’s think. Where'is the excess
water from the pond flowing to?” the
mushroom asks.

(44
o the sea.”
(44
é?qnd what lives in the coastal zone
of the sea where our water flows
to?” the mushroom wants
to know.
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