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My Love to the Hometown of Grand Torreya Trees

Luo Guanjun



What a land is it?
What you see is boundless mountain ranges and exuberant dark-

green trees.

It used to be a stretch of barren land, though it now teems with

refreshing green trees and enjoys rich history and culture.

When I was a little boy, I usually went to catch fish and crabs in
brooks under the screen of grand torreya trees, steal bird eggs from
bird nests on the torreya trees, or played hide-and-seek games
in the torreya forest. I am not to be separated from these trees. It
seems that since the day when I was born, the grand torreya trees
and torreya fruits have entered my soul and governed my mind.
Thus, what flows through my body is no longer a kind of red

liquid; it is related to all that concerns about the grand torreya trees.

In the Zhaojia Town which I live in and am proud of, there are
more than 20,000 old torreya trees, and many of them are more
than one thousand years old. Those trees of three or four hundred
years old are comparatively young. The oldest one is over 1,300
years old, whose crown covers an area of 1.2 mou and the girth of
the tree trunk is over 9 meters long. It well deserves the title of “the

king of grand torreya trees”.

They are like living fossils that dedicate themselves to the local
people. People who live by these trees have benefited much from
them. Perhaps these trees have the highest livability and the longest
life during the thousand years. At least we know that many animals
and plants that were prevalent on the earth a thousand years ago
now either turn into fossils or ambers, or just memories. However,
the grand torreya trees are different; they give us the pleasure of
“predecessors planting trees while their offspring enjoying the

cool”.

It takes three years for the torreya fruits to get completely ripe.
Consequently, the rare fruits become all the more precious. As
long ago as the Spring and Autumn Period, there were records of
grand torreya trees in some old scriptures. Su Shi, one of the eight
eminent writers of the Tang and Song Dynasty, wrote down lines
of “the mountain nuts are as beautiful as jades and only golden
dishes can match them” to extol the beauty of grand torreya fruits.
And the folklores about them are more fascinating. It is said that
Gou Jian, the king of the state of Yue in the warring period, once
tested Xishi and Zhengdan to answer how to open the crust of the
torreya nuts. Xishi was clever enough to open it by pressing on the
two protruding places on the crust, so the two protruding points
are called Xishi eyes, and this is described in novels of A Dream of

Red Mansions and The Scholars.

We are lucky to have these legendary grand torreya trees live near
us! Born here and live by the grand torreya trees, we and the trees
are an integrated unity. When I was very young, I began to know
that my father had the famous title of “torreya fruit expert”, for the
torreya nuts that he processed were crisp and savory. At that time,
the villagers had little contact with the outside world and lacked
business awareness, so they seldom went to sell the torreya nuts
in the market. As a little boy, I was most excited when my father
spent the money from selling torreya nuts to buy picture-story
books for me, but this happened only once a year. Later, my father
trudged a long journey to Shanghai City to barter torreya nuts for
national food coupons. I was wondering why he didn’t sell more.
After I grow up I come to know that my father’s generation never
thought about making money from torreya nuts. Watching the

wide stretches of grand torreya trees, I set my mind to establish a

company to transport these torreya nuts from the mountain area to

big cities......

Looking at of the age-old, thriving, and towering grand torreya
trees, the natural landscape picture of dark-green grand torreya
forest, and strings of precious torreya fruits, what can we do to
describe them? Upon careful thinking, I have decided to invite
state level artists from different parts of China to present the beauty
of these trees. From the first day of arrival at the hometown of
the grand torreya trees, the artists visited the grand torreya forest
from time to time. They deeply immersed themselves there to
seek inspirations, and then they skillfully depicted pictures to
demonstrate the glamour of the people, the trees, the fruits and the
grand torreya forest park. I believe that when these paintings are
exhibited in big cities like Hangzhou, Shanghai, and Beijing, they
will surely become more glittering, and they will leave invaluable

wealth for Zhuji City, the hometown of grand torreya trees.

What moves me is that, during their painting, they wrote down
commentary works one after another. For example, Chen Yushan
expressed his true feelings to grand torreya trees: “I am still
sentimentally attached to the distinct temperament of the grand
torreya trees and miss the singing of birds and insects in the forest.
Under impulse, I wish to go back to the forest to touch the torreya

leaves and feel the energy flowing under their green skin.”

Indeed, the grand torreya trees are not just a kind of temperament,
a sort of nimbus, or a type of beauty. What more important is that
they bring great fortune to the village and the town. Perhaps, in the
eyes of the villagers, the grand torreya trees are not as glamorous
as they are viewed by these artists. But they are deeply aware that

it is the beauty of grand torreya trees that has changed their lives.

1 am the son of the hometown of the grand torreya trees, and it is
the grand torreya tree that has changed my life, given me success in
my business, and helped me realize my dream. I will ardently love

this place and the people here.

Luo Guanjun (President of Guanjun Group)



AT HL XU

(S &3



SRR R R YL, PRSI a &R E
BEIKHERAL, TS LEK, #EAR, W
NI A BT B XU . WTHERI A SO, R,
AR, G3AH, BMERNZAEEE. AYWE
Lk, EZEIM, PRI GH K, 7TURA L
RICE IR, MEHY, AAERBRERLE, X
e ORITREBLSE AR, FAR T 55 40— Fh AR i RS o

AR, FREERASOREFIRBEZ T . ik
Ky NPRERE L N LR — BT BB . 28 T
=44, EAVLERT R EASFIERE L RE
M. WNERRIZOMITEUN, B B AR
BHRFZH, PR EERMLESTF IR, KE
BB, TURELRAUET M XA HF
B WHLZ &, Wik, EMRBLZ LKER—
B, BEFEMASRE.

RARERKRH TS . BRA—E, NEME
Xk, BAEZETLUAR AR ERZSE TEHRIK
BRI i AR W 2 5 4tk R 7 SN AR — %Y. SEBs B
MEA R I ZE M I LR, TR B 2R R #
%, —IE2RETEXRKNZNK. HESH, HFER
S B YRR KR E B R IMEER. Ba, B
B ZARFATR M E SRR LN BREMATIZ
i, o FEROkE, RARVIRIRER: AN %0 X
R, el BRBATAR i KR ?

EENARERGUHE, EFERRIEFRZXR
RMFFLETMERANMBER . XIS IH LT HMN
KRR . WTAWY FKOISE, EERKIESA A
RN T R, 7EE X EPRAE R 8T E T
T I TR ALK 5 . WFERRRE B, B
SERFMFTIA K RBTENPTFEG B A 5k
o SR, IEWHLZ RINEN T ERFRUEHALZ
EORAE X H EBEA R A ERES OISR,
b S o 52 BROIRZS 26 T N B AR B RSB AN R
BEFERISLNE, MR, KERZARFN BRI
e

LUREARMRE. BUEEE, BETUEAMMI
MHERKRE S HIWR IR LEUF ORI
HEEBREHZOEAR, AHBREZEHELELNE
Mo (HESE BIX R RSB A AR — RS,
S ZHURERERREMOBG 5, KEFEEE
ARIAF N ER AR, KRB IERTFE
V& . HETTERE PR E A RS, BOREEE, 2
T o B A BT AR IF R AR 2 KR . 22 K o A K
ATHIEZTOCEN AN ER, EHL EREREN
K S B AR S B e TR T B, AE AR BOR R B 2Z A
JH k. EhR EEARKE, BRRERBEEAL
FEHRIE T, LA HA TR KR D 5
8. FETXHRE A ) SCAL AR 5 3 —— U R AR
IXHE 9 I8 AN SO S R 7 —— TR 3K B R
MR, BdLERZRTER, SREMTAFNERE
WE? kB E WA R RIXEZARFET B CRIRE

HEEHERENGRA.

EWENTEEMN, RHAZERT. XEHEPT
Sttt F B RAF B2 MR, 0 H ™ 5 & AR
W R LR . NS F A E RIS, R AdLR
Lifg TTMEILOAIEIFORENE B, LAt AT A AEAR
IR, BN ABOX BT ERESRAN TR SNE
REDS IS, AATIFEIX ARG TAE T WA AR, SERR
TEOZWRMIEAE S, TRA T XA MR B KR
Yo BT B AL SR SO RSR T B8, A1 4% AR
HRBHL S A SR AL, MR AR BB S
B E A SR R — AW BB, TXANE)
ARIRIFF A6 EEER, KITH X PR B AR & b
AL R R R R EE A, P [ SO LR R 75 7
il e N BT . B2 ERFATHE, b
A BIEARER EMRMFHEAK, HbAT1R
FEHEEREAR IR A%, AATTLL B CR L B T AL R
RS T IXHALTFHIME fh o B 5 1 Tl BURF K 3L Ak
ARYEE A, SR B BUN& S8R B SCRFEX RO B)
JGEF) SE B

FEMERBRETEM RIS CIE. MRS
AREXAN AR, AR R TR T RIS BE R
R WHLIX A A3, iR T RIS
AR ACE B R RE B HlE A T . KB AT
HliK—#al, EfmsKE—MamnxEg, &
SHA, S, RERMNORECEBEN,
R BIIER T, MERBIR I KR E A -
T3 F) X% 45 B R W R B, B AR T I
¥, EATRARFERRA, LR R B GIR T KX
AN EAR R AR AR R B

e

EHERARE R KR 24



The Glamour of Zhejiang Province

Zhang Aidong



With the passage of the time, history and culture steadily has
penetrated into the depth of the earth, while mountains, waters, and
trees constitute new visions from time to time. Zhejiang Province
enjoys diversified landscapes and profound cultural connotations.
From the Ming Dynasty to present day, there have been emerging
many talented people, including eminent writers, distinguished men
of letters, and also wealthy merchants, which is a distinct feature of

Zhejiang province.

Times changes, and so do the spirit of surroundings and humanity.
During the 30 years of China’s Reform and Opening-up Policy,
Zhejiang Province has resumed a prominent position in China’s
economy. Both the landscape and the people of Zhejiang province
have taken on a new look. From the prosperous provincial capital
of Hangzhou city to the strikingly beautiful place of Zhuji City,
you can see Zhejiang people actively displaying their wisdom
and intelligence in the business fields, creating one after another
miraculous wonders. Just like the picturesque landscapes of

Zhejiang Province, its wealth and power also boast a rich tradition.

Our modern and contemporary art was imported from the West.
To be more specific, to a certain extent, we can say that the
modern art started from the moment when the impressionists
altered their way of observing and depicting natural landscape. In
fact, with the coming of the historic impressionist Cezanne, the
way of presenting natural scenes began to undergo considerable
change. Today, the landscape paintings of those great masters of
impressionism become invaluable. Then, to Chinese painters, when
our oil painting skills become to rank the top level in the world,
what I most want to ask is: how are we to face the scenery, and

how are we to present the scenery in our eyes?

In recent years, there is an urgent need to give lasting and deep
thought on landscape painting in the domestic field of art, and this
phenomenon doesn’t occur without any sake. With the continuous
expansion of cities, artists gradually unconsciously get lost in
the conception of the details of cities while shutting the doors
leading to natural scenes. To a certain extent, the freedom and good
material condition owned by contemporary artists are just what
are lacked to their predecessors. Whereas, just as the depicting
of natural scenes by artists doesn’t necessarily mean that they
adore the pastoral life, to positively face specific natural views in
a restricted state doesn’t necessarily mean that they will give up
the independent position of art. To the contrary, it is a challenge to

them.

With the development and innovation of contemporary art, people’
s way of appreciating and judging art gradually changes. It seems
that paintings no longer lead a central role among various forms of
art works, and that they are even apt to be marginalized. This is, in
fact, a misconception on some painters’ part. Having gone through
the ups and downs in the tides of contemporary art, paintings
are not swallowed up by other emerging forms of art, but exhibit
remarkable vigor. Presently, in the auction and collection market,
paintings still take up a considerably big share. As a traditional
but vigorous form of art, painting has always been a special means
to record the features of different times, especially before the
appearance of cameras. Though nowadays, the skills of picture
taking have been well developed, painting still has its distinct
glamour and value which are not to be replaced. In a special place
with distinguished cultural atmosphere------- especially like the
place of Zhejiang Province which has a long tradition of culture---
—-when facing the natural landscapes here, how will artists depict

them in their paintings? The answer will be presented to us by the

artists from different parts of China to the Zhuji city this time.

The grand torreya forest in Zhuji City is the most magnificent one
in the world. It gathers the best and the largest amount of torreya
trees which produce edible torreya fruits of the supreme quality in
the world. Invited by the Champion Group, 10 artists from Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangzhou came to Zhuji City to draw pictures for
the grand torreya trees. As soon as they entered the torreya forest,
they were deeply touched by the gracefulness of the thousand-year-
old trees. Having lived there for two months, they had finished
over 60 oil paintings about the grand torreya trees. Thus, with the
help of these paintings, we are able to edit this album and hold an
exhibition in Zhuji City. Let’s give applause to the enterprisers in
Zhuji City for their pursuit of culture, for they have inherited the
traditional cultural taste of Zhejiang province! Their respect for
culture can be regarded as an internal drive to propel Chinese local
culture. Though this driving force is only newly brewed, in the
long run, it will play a critical role in the development of Chinese
culture. Perhaps it foretells the moment when Chinese culture
breaks away from western culture. The applause should also be
given to these outstanding artists. After they entered the torreya
forest, they accomplished this batch of excellent works by adopting
extraordinary painting skills and injecting their feelings. Still, we
should give applause to the Zhuji Authorities for their foresight in
culture; it is because of their support that this cultural activity can
be undertaken smoothly.

All forms of art originate from a certain discovery and creation,
and we are now living in an age which is full of discoveries
and creation. Zhejiang Province is such a place to always create
wonders in such an age. Both the culture and landscapes here are
agreeable, and they constitute an altogether new vision. As long
as we have acute insight, whether we are inside or outside of the
place, we can definitely find a way to draw distinct landscape
paintings. These paintings are full of charm. At the same time,
they have diversified interpretations, for they will, from different
perspectives and in different ways, cast insightful lights to the

current world that is under dramatic change.

Zhang Ai’dong (Shanghai Zhengda Museum of Modern Art)



