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Lesson 1 Law and Law Courts

Wherever people live together in communities, there will
always be disputes. Among animals, conflicts result in victory for
the stronger or quicker. But human beings believe that in a dispute
the one who, is right should win. Sometimes the problem is so
complicated that it can be settled only in a law court.

A law court is a meeting place set up by the government for the
just and peaceful settlement of disputes and for the enforcement of
law. Courts and methods of carrying out justice have changed as
society has changed. Over the centuries the changes have been very
great.

In the past, people in Europe often settled disputes in ways that
seem extremely cruel and unfair to us. One method was called the
cold-water ordeal. The accused person was tied and put into water.
If he sank, he was considered innocent. If he floated, he was
considered guilty and was punished. Another method was called the
hot-water ordeal. The accused person put his hand in boiling water
and pulled out a stone. If his hand showed no injury after three
days, he was considered innocent. In still another method, the
accused had to swallow a big piece of food without choking on it.

From these barbaric methods, however, developed through the
centuries the present system of trials in courts of law.

Courts handle two kinds of disputes: civil and criminal, but it
is not always easy to tell the difference between the two. In general,

a civil case is a dispute between two private citizens. The court must
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decide which one is right. A criminal case is a dispute between an
individual and the whole community. A policeman claims that the
person has broken a law or committed a crime that harms the
community. The court must decide if the person is guilty of this
crime.

Laws are rules that define people’s rights and responsibilities
towards society. They are agreed on by society and made official by
governments.

Some people look on laws with fear or hatred. Laws seem to
limit a person’s freedom to do many things he would like to. Though
laws may prevent us from doing things we wish to do at the
moment, laws also stop others from doing things that might harm
us. Laws make everyone’'s life safer and more pleasant. Without
laws, we could not hold on to our property. We could not go to bed
at night expecting to wake up in the morning and find we had not
been robbed. No stores in which we buy food, clothes, and other
necessities could stay open and sell to us. Our banks would not be
safe places for our money. Social life would be impossible without
laws to control the way people treat each other. But unless laws are
enforced, they cannot protect us.

Law enforcement has four steps: arrest of a suspect; decision
about his guilt or innocence; sentencing and punishment. Primitive
tribes in ancient times settled the question of guilt or innocence
quickly. Sometimes they used torture. More common were trials by
fights between the accused and the injured or his representative.
The winner was thought innocent, because primitive people believed
that gods helped the innocent. Primitive societies used many
punishments. For personal injuries it was common to act according
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to the rule “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” If a man
knocked out someoneé's tooth, his own tooth would be knocked out in
return. Today, capital punishment for murder is based on this idea:
if a person kills someone, he must pay with his own life.

(607 words)

New Words

community[ kamju:niti] n.%t4,
dispute[ dispju:t] n. Fi, FiE
conflict[‘konflikt]  n. KA, M2
complicated[ komplikeitid] a. #5LEHE 24
jury['dzusri] n. BE®H
settlement['setlmant] n. PB4, R
enforcement[info:smant] n. $fT, WfT
justice['dzastis] n. A
extremely[ikstri:mli] ad.3JE¥
ordeal[o:'di:1] n. #H ¥k
accuse[akju:z] v.$¥E, X
innocent['inesnt] a. TLERHY, IHHEH
guilty['gilti] a. 7 JEHY |
injury[indzeri] n. 45, 5 E
swallow['swolou] v.HE®

choke[ tfouk] v.ME{E

barbaric[ ba:'berik Ja. FFZ Y, RBH
trial[‘trail] n. ¥ ¥

handle[‘hzendl] v.4bFE

civil[sivl] a. R
criminal[‘kriminl] a. Al EH
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case[keis] n. £F

private[‘praivit] a.FAAH)
citizen['sitizn] n. AR, FE
individual[ individjusl] n. ™A, &
claim[kleim] v. F#, F3k
commit[ kamit] v. 0, F(&&F)
crime[kraim] n. 3B, 5847

define[ difain] v. ME
responsibility[ risiponsabiliti] n. X5
official[ sfifal] a. HH M, EXH
hatred[‘heitrid] n.1¥18
freedom[fri:dom] n. BH
property[‘propati] n. W=, FFEHW
necessity[ nisesiti] n.%E M
control[ kan'troul] v. ¥, #4
treat[trizt] v.XI%F, bE
enforce[info:s] v. 4T
arrest[srest] n. R, ME
suspect[ saspekt] n.HESESL
sentence['sentons] v. HE, EH
primitive['primitiv] a. JRIGHY, BRIM
tribe[ traib] n. ##&

torture['to: tfa] n.HTEE, JEFE
murder['ma:da] n.i¥R, XIR

Terms and Expressions
the enforcement of law AT

settle disputes B %5



the cold-water ordeal ¥ 7K & $3%

the accused person il 8 &

civil case RFF M

criminal case | HEH

break a law 40

commit a crime JE 3¢

rights and responsibilities FUFIF1 X %
capital punishment JEf]

Notes

1. ordeal: AL, REMNH—FHEE, FHELZHME
TIUMEER, RERBA R HIR,

2. ---an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth: PARRIEHR, PAZFAF,
A B(ELS HAYW(HERRIE) PR 21 EFE 24 FRAZ
], Bi: eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for

foot.

Grammar Highlights

4] F (sentence) B F A Rk — N LB ST MM L HEE, &)
FHAE - FHEKRE, §FREERAAS . ASHENS,
RHEAZW AR,

Basic Sentence Patterns A GHEY.;
1. £~ -3 - - £%}: Her duties are many; her powers are few.

X F) Y B @4 3y i6] 3 % 317 (link verb), be BhiRl & L
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W R hiE, BRILLISNER

a)become, come, fall, get, go, grow, run, turn R “%T
B, B B

The criminal's face turned red.

b)continue, hold, keep, lie, remain, stand, stay Z#&KnR“4RHF
R -RE"H3hiA;

He remained single.

No stores in which we buy food, . .. could stay open and sell to
us.

c)appear, look, seem ¥R/R“FEEK, HR"HIBNIA; It looks
good.

d)feel, smell, sound, taste & /R“FLR&"H BNiFA; What the
client said sounds reasonable. {H 33 5 3fj 7] 43, 7] F /£ & ¥ 3hia s A K .
W zhidl,

2. F — — 3 The system has worked well;
3. £ - -3 - - % He can deliver the Queen’s message.

RiEH, ZHBNEEE AT VE X4 3 18] (transitive verb), B[ A
YER B ¥ 317 (intransitive verb) . FHEBJLN A SREN R
IR R 3 .

a). lay/lie; The lawyer laid the document on the table./ The
document was lying on the table. ‘

b) . raise/rise/arise; Heavy rain raised the river stage./ The
river stage was rising./ A new problem has arisen.

c). adopt/adapt; They adopted the child./ You must adapt
yourself to the change.

d) . used to/be used to; I used to swim in winter./ I am used to
the busy life as a lawyer.

e) .sit/seat; The criminal was sitting at the table./ The judge

6



seated herself in the chair.

f). wait/await; I am waiting for your answer./ I await your
answer.

4. £E--F--HE- -HE:

HEREHRA, BEEREREY,; JHENEENHEER.
accord, allow, assign, award, bring, cause, deal, deny, do, fetch,
give, grant, hand, leave, lend, offer, owe, pass, pay, post,
promise, read, recommend, refuse, render, return, sell, send,
show, sing, take, telephone, teach, tell, throw, wish, write,
build, buy, call, catch, choose, cook, cut, find, fix, get, keep,
make, order, prepare, reach, reserve, save

BRI E A, LWATEEMRTAN to, for B,

n4ria to RoREIBERIERINEMNBEZE;

. No stores in which we buy food, clothes, and other
necessities could stay open and sell to us. :

Bn4vid for RREBERIERNENZ2E#E; M. Can you bring
this for me?

R E AR, LAURRESFEE, mREEREM
R IEHENE, EERIE MR ; Please give it to her.
5. F——RK—E*h:

PR BB RA FEMRERZTIEI B IENIEY
WITEBAZE;

4. The judge declared him not guilty and set him free.



Exercise

Comprehension of the Text
Choose the best answer for each of the following
1. Law courts are established by the government for the following
purposes except
A. the just settlement of disputes.
B. the analysis of disputes.
C. the enforcement of law.
D. the peaceful settlement of disputes.
2. What is talked aboﬁt in the third paragraph?
A. Methods used to settle disputes.
B. Attitude (X BE) to disputes.
C. Time s-pent on disputes.
D. Material used to settle disputes.
3. While handling a civil dispute, courts must decide
A. whether the person is guilty.
B. whether the person is honest.
C. which person is right.
D. which person has committed a crime.
4. In the criminal case, the dispute takes place between
A. two people.
B. two communities.
C. a person and the police.
D. a person and the community.
5. From the seventh paragraph, we can know

8



the roles of laws.

the source of laws.

o

the future of laws.
D. the shortcomings () of laws

. How many steps are there in the law enforcement?

A. Three B. Five
C. Two D. Four
. In ancient times, the question of guilt or innocence was often
solved by
A. law B. arrest.

C. fights between the accused and the injured.
D. meetings held by the accused and the injured.
. Social life can be guaranteed (#£iE) by

A. punishment B. laws
C. people D. wars
Vocabulary
I. Choose the definition from Column B that best matches each word
in Column A
A B
1. harm a. a general public
2. commit b. not guilty of a crime
3. community c. fairness
4. barbaric d. the act of causing great pain in order
to forcesomeone to give information
5. complicated e. do something considered wrong
6. necessity f. very cruel
7. justice g. cause injury or damage



8. torture h. solve
9. settle i. something that you need
10. innocent j. hard to solve
II. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the form if necessary

carry out choke hatred conflict accuse
break primitive suspect handle innocent
result in just consider agree look on
1. Itis to be the best method to deal with the
case.

2. I met the new manager today and found that we

__on basic policies (B{3K).
3. They couldn’t , or they wouldn't, the rule.
4. Water went down his throat and he started to

5. He his partner of having broken his word.

6. We intend to our full policy.

7. Nations must not settle their differences by armed

8. We should all work together to create a

society .

9. I have lived there so long I the place as my
home.

10. Who the marketing in your company.

11. She is full of for the driver who killed her

child.
12. He is of the crime.
13. Man made himself tools from sharp stones

10



14.

15.
II1.

1.

and animal bones.

The is being held at police station for
questioning.
His angry words a fight.

Study the following pairs of words and use them correctly in the
given sentences

define / definition

1) The powers of the courts are by law.

2) The club must give a clear of its goals.

3) The Constitution __ the powers of the
president.

. enforce / enforcement

1) The teacher will the rules of the school.

2) The of the law should be strict.

3) It isn't always easy for the police to speed
limits.

. necessary / necessity

1) He doesn't have the skills for the job.

2) They lack (## Z ) the money even for basic food and
heating——the of life.

3)Is it for all of us to be present () at

the meeting in the afternoon.

. guilt / guilty

1) The police worked day and night to prove the man’s

2) The of the accused man was in doubt.

3) In the eyes of the law, she was not yet

. injure / injury

11



