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PREFACE

Except for the fact that it is issued in three volumes, this book
may be properly called an omnibus. It contains special articles, letters,
prefaces, little essays, poems interpreted, and essays concerning
the study of English. Most of the things included have been first
published in The Chung Hwa English Weekly, under the headings “Talks
on Things”, “This and That”, “Thoughts and Impressions”, “The
Open Classroom”, “Chats on Writing English”, and “Helps to the
Study of English”. The “Thoughts and Impressions” series and three
other essays originally appeared under a pseudonym.

It is a matter of regret that I did not make a duplicate of my first
letter to Mr H. W. Fowler, and therefore cannot include it in this
book. The one printed herein, as is mentioned in “To the Memory of
Mr H. W. Fowler”, was written a fortnight after his death.

The essays concerning the study of English must not be
regarded as a systematic treatment of the subject. Many of the points
touched upon are more fully dealt with in my How to Master English
Without a Teacher.

The following publishers have kindly permitted the inclusion
of the pieces the titles of which follow their names in brackets: The
China Journal (“On the Europeanization of the Chinese Language”
and “Some Fragments of Pai Chii-i’s Poetry concerning Women”);
The English Weekly (“Letter to Mr H. W. Fowler” and “Letter to Mr A.
J. Fowler” [dated March 23, 1934]); The Ching Wen Book Company
(“Preface to ‘The Diary of a Student™, “Preface to “The Peacock Flies
South-East™, and “Preface to ‘A Chinese Schoolboy Visits England’).

Hertz C. K. Ké
December, 1936
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IN A BARBER’S SHOP'

As soon as’ you enter a barber’s shop, you lose ydur
freedom.” You are not to regain® it till you have paid for it after
a full hour’s slavery.’

Well,* you may not wish to call it slavery. You may call
it enjoyment. Many persons call it enjoyment; perhaps they
enjoy slavery. Drunkards’ enjoy being slaves to drink.® Young
lovers enjoy being slaves of their sweethearts’ caprices.” And
many persons enjoy being slaves to a barber once a week!

I, for one,"” do not enjoy being a slave to a barber. As
soon as I enter a barber’s shop, I feel I lose both my freedom
and my dignity."" For I have to resign” myself, and especially
that important part of myself, the head, to the control of
an ignorant” or at least ill-educated' barber (I beg barbers’
pardon). He turns about my head as though' it were his own
instead of mine. He sometimes offers me a newspaper as

' “While I improve the outside ofyour head for

much as to say,
you, you ought to improve its inside'” yourself”. But in fact'®,
he does not care a bit" about what is in my head. He treats
my head, which contains a knowledge of English grammar,
rhetoric,” phonetics,21 literary history,22 versification,” etc., in

the same way as any head that does not contain a single word



of English.

Talking of* English, I wonder” why the barbers in some
fashionable shops in Shanghai often speak English — surely
pidgin English® — among themselves. But this is by the way.”’

To return to” the question of slavery. I feel my slavery
more keenly as often as™ I look into the glass before me. Is it
not enough to make a slave of me? Is it necessary to remind™
me that I am a slave?

I am glad that I do not make so much of® my hair as to
require it to be shampooed™ or singed” in a barber’s shop. I
want to have my hair cut, and have it cut, that’s all. * Thus, if®
I have to be a slave once every three or four weeks, my period
of slavery is always a short one.

Emerging® from a barber’s shop, I often heave a sigh of

- 37
relief.
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DO YOU ENJOY THE TELEPHONE?'

Some time ago I talked to you about slavery in a barber’s
shop. Today I will talk about another form of slavery: I mean
being a slave to the telephone.

If you have seen telephoning’ in the movies® but have
never talked on the telephone yourself, you cannot possibly
know the meaning of being a slave to the telephone. On the
screen’ the telephonic system’ is a perfect one. The man, or the
woman, just snatches the receiver’ and speaks, “Hullo ... yes
... please ... all right ... thank you ... good-bye”. There seems
to be no delay, no indistinctness’ of sound, no wrong number,

»8 - 9
— in a word, " no slavery.

no “engaged
In real life, however, telephoning is quite a different thing.
The number is often wrong, though oftener right. The right
number is often “engaged”, though oftener not “engaged”.
Granting'’ that the number is right and is not “engaged”,
still'' there is much slavery. “I wish to speak to Mr Wang”, you
say. But you get the reply “Here we have no Mr Fang”. “I wish
to speak to Mr Wang”, you say again, with emphasis'> on Wang.
But you get the reply “Here we've" twenty Wangs”. “I mean
Mr A. B. Wang”, you say. But you get the reply “Here we’ve
two Mr A. B. Wangs”. “I mean the one who is rather tall but



not very tall, who sometimes wears a blue silk gown but always
a low-crowned' hat, and who is a native of Shanghai”, you
say. But you get the reply “And may I know your name”? You
say your name three or four times and then wait, wait, wait."
When waiting, you are a perfect'® slave. You are not allowed to
read a book, nor to write a letter, nor to have a cup of tea, nor
even to build castles in the air."” You can only imagine how the
man at the other end of the line'¥ is going to tell Mr A. B. Wang
and how Mr A. B. Wang is hastening to the telephone.

At last, fortunately, you hear Mr A. B. Wang speaking.
Then you two begin to talk — but I do not think so easily
as those in the movies. Indistinctness of sound, repetition,
misunderstanding,"” annoyance™ — all these are highly probable.

I am glad that I do not often have to talk on the telephone.
I wonder why some people like to telephone as often as they
have the least occasion.” I know a little boy who rings up™ his
father in his office more than ten times a day. Of course,” he

enjoys doing it.
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GETTING AND LOSING

Once I lost a small dictionary only a few days after I bought
it. A short time later I got a letter from a friend informing me of
his being jilted by his sweetheart.' In reply I remember I wrote

something like this:

I am very sorry to learn that yow have lost your sweetheart.
I also have a loss to tell you of; that is,” I have recently lost a
small dictionary, which I bought but a fortwight ago.”

You want me to console’ you ? Well, losing things is common
enough, and losing a sweetheart is no exception.” So far as I can
see,’ the only way mot to lose a thing is not to get it. If I had not
bought the small dictionary, I could not possibly have lost it. I
have never had a sweetheart, and so’ I have never had the sad

experience of losing one.

What do you think of my opinion, reader? Don’t think
that I wrote the letter in jest.® I was perfectly serious.” I meant
what I said."” All we have may be lost at any moment — and
for ever."" One may lose one’s life when one least expects it."” A
clerk may lose his position when he counts on" promotion. A
girl may lose her chastity"* when she thinks she has most force

15 :
of character ” among her friends.



