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Preface

Yao Wang

Under the approval of China’s State Council, the Education Forum for Asia-Beijing
2006 Annual Conference (2006 A.C. ) was held in Beijing, P. R. China oh October 20 -
22, 2006. Co-organized by Boao Forum for Asia, the United Nations Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the China Scholarship Council (CSC) and
hosted by the People’s Government of Haidian District Beijing China the event was hailed as

a remarkable success.

1. Historic Background

The idea for the Education Forum for Asia was hatched in 2002. At that time, Boao
Forum for Asia, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) joined with the China Scholarship Council to collaborate on developing a con-
ference focused on “international education and the development of global talent and human
resources in the Asia region”. In cooperation with China’s Ministry of Education, all three
organizations worked to further develop these ideas into the creation of an “education fo-
rum” , making Education Forum for Asia a reality.

Education Forum for Asia aims to establish a high-level platform for dialogue on educa-
tional development issues and supports effective governmental policies and international co-
operation through an innovative program of work. In addition, the forum will continue to

explore the issues faced by Asian countries and regions that arise during the development of
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societies and individual communities while increasing mutual understanding among peoples
through cultural and academic exchanges to the mutual benefit of all Asian nations.

On December 5 -6, 2003, the Meeting of Initiators for Education Forum for Asia was
held in Beijing. The meeting was honored by the attendance of 95 delegates from 19 coun-
tries and regions representing governmental bodies, international organizations, multination-
al companies, and educational institutions. With Mr. Long Yongtu, Secretary-General of
Boao Forum for Asia, as chairperson, H. E. Mr. Fidel Ramos, former president of the
Philippines, H. E. Mr. Sergey Terechshenko, former Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, H. E.
Mr. Lee Soo Sung, former Prime Minister of the Republic of Koreé , H. E. Mr. Kirti Nidhi
Bista, former Prime Minister of Nepal, H. E. Mrs. Jenny Shipley, former Prime Minister
of New Zealand, H. E. Mr. Sheldon Shaeffer, Director of UNESCO Bangkok, Asia and
Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, and H. E. Mr. Vitor Ng, Chairman of the Macao
Foundation, China, created Education Forum for Asia. The newly created forum was en-
thusiastically praised and supported by all in attendance.

The Education Forum for Asia 2004 Annual Conference was held in Beijing in August
2004. Over 1200 representatives from over 40 countries took part in conference activities.
In the wake of its rapid development and in accordance with its mission, the forum will con-
tinue to work diligently to achieve its goals by promoting international cooperation as well as
cultivating talented individuals within the Asia region.

The Education Forum for Asia 2005 Annual Conference was held in Beijing in October
14 - 16, 2005 with the support and assistance of organizations such as China’s Ministry of
Education. Over 800 representatives from 26 Asian countries and regions as well as guests
from Poland, Germany, Hungary and the United States took part in the event. Education
ministers and deputy ministers from 17 countries and regions, 24 Director-General level ed-
ucational officials were among those that made speeches during the conference. Chinese
State Councilor Chen Zhili gave the keynote address at the Opening Ceremony. Consistent
with the open, inclusive ethos of the forum, the Haidian First Education Festival organized

by the People’s Government of Haidian District Beijing China and the China International
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Vocational Education Development Forum hosted by the Development and Research Center
of China’s Ministry of Education were running side by side the 2006 A. C. The three events

proved hugely successful and realized the aim of a mutually beneficial happening.

II. Overview

Approximately 800 distinguished guests from 41 countries took part in this year’s annu-
al conference. Among them, former and current political leaders including H. E. Mr. Fidel
Ramos, former President of the Philippines, H. E. Ms. Jenny Shipley, former Prime Min-
ister of New Zealand and Mr. José Desmarets, President of Euro-China Centre for Business
Cooperation, Former Vice-Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Belgium. Meanwhile, Mr.
Sheldon Shaeffer, director of Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education of UNESCO
Bangkok, Mr. Vitor Ng, Chairman of Macao Foundation, Mr. Yasuyuki Aoshima, direc-
tor and representative of UNESCO Beijing, Nirj Deva, Chairman of Committee on Over-
seas Cooperation and Development of European Parliament and Ms. Helen Tavola, Social
Policy Advisor of Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat also took part in the conference. Also 28
countries’ Minister-level officials, 38 countries’ Director General level officials in charge of
education as well as representatives from Beijing’s foreign embassies, presidents of overseas
universities, education experts, relevant officials from China Scholarship Council and Chi-
nese Education Ministry officials participated in the Annual Conference.

The 2006 Annual Conference lasted 2 days, its main forums were: The Roundtable
Meeting for Education Ministers, Boao Consultative Meeting on Education Cooperation for
Asia, The China-Pacific Islands Developing Countries Roundtable Meeting of Education
Ministers and Asia-Euro Educational Cooperation Roundtable Meeting. Concurrently there
were four sub-forums held: Asia Art Education Forum, Asia Vocational Education Develop-
ment Forum, Innovation in Education Forum, and the Bilingual Education in High Schools
Forum.

(Pther important events also held this year were: The first Asian Student’s Photography
Contest, The Second Héidian Education Festival, a Special Performance for the founding of

a Chinese Students Art Association and a Visit to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games Con-
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struction Sites.
There were nearly 100 journalists from more than 70 media groups involved in the re-
porting of the 2006 Education Forum for Asia Annual Conference during which 20 education

ministers gave exclusive interviews.

III. Brief Introduction of the Conference

1. Opening Ceremony. The opening ceremony for the 2006 annual conference was
held at the Diao Yutai State Guest House on the afternoon of Oct. 20th, hosted by Mr.
Zhang Xinsheng, deputy minister of education, China. H. E. Mr. Fidel Ramos, former
president of the Philippines, Mr. Long Yongtu, Secretary- General of Boao Forum for Asia,
Mr. Sheldon Shaeffer, director of Asia and Pacific regional bureau for education of
UNESCO Bangkok and Mr. Peng Xingye, deputy director of the communism committee of
people’s government of Haidian District all gave speeches for the great occasion. Chinese
State Councilor Madam Chen Zhili presented prizes to 6 new scholarship donating bodies
and 22 individual scholarship winners from 13 different countries. A student representative
from Kazakhstan also made a speech during the opening ceremony.

Madam Chen Zhili met with some of the guests prior to the opening ceremony and con-
veyed her appreciation and support to the Education Forum for Asia (EFA).

2. The Roundtable Meeting for Education Ministers took place on Oct. 21 and lasted
the whole day. The meeting was presided over by H. E. Ms Jenny Shipley and Mr. Sheldon
Shaeffer. 28 education ministers and deputy ministers addressed the audience in the morning
session, where speeches were given on differing educational development strategies of indi-
vidual nations. During the second half, ministers further discussed questions of their com-
mon interest and shared with one another their educational achievements and experience.
The meeting proceeded with a warm and cordial atmosphere and many constructive sugges-
tions were brought forward.

After the meeting, Chinese education minister Dr. Zhou Ji met with all education min-
isters and hosted a banquet for them.

3. Boao Consultative Meeting on Education Cooperation for Asia was co-hosted by
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Mr. Cao Guoxing’,i Direétor-General of the department of international exchange and coop-
eration of the Chinese Education Ministry, and Dr. Carlito S. Puno, chairman of Philippine
higher education committee, on the morning of Oct. 20th. 38 countries’ Director General
level officials responsible for international education within Asia, and representatives from
foreign embassies in Beijing took part in the meeting and consulted on international exchan-
ges among students and scholars, diploma recognitions, teaching quality supervision, Infor-
mation Communication Technology ( ICT) network construction and scholarship manage-
ment within Asia. Attendees also expressed their willingness to enhance their cooperation in
education.

4. The China-Euro Education Cooperation Roundtable Meeting took place at noon on
the Oct. 21. It was hosted by Mr. José Desmarets, President of Euro-China Centre for Bus-
iness Cooperation, and Former Vice-Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Belgium. Education
ministers from 13 countries and areas including the Philippines, D. P. R. K, Nepal, Sri Lan-
ka, Pakistan, and others. Representatives from European country’s embassies in China such
as Germany and Poland also attended the meeting where Mr. Nirj Deva, Chairman of Com-
mittee on Overseas Cooperation and Development of European Parliament made the keynote
speech. Participants probed into several questions relating to educational cooperation be-
tween the two continents and agreed to broaden their cooperation.

5. The Closing Ceremony for Education Forum for Asia 2006 Annual Conference was
hosted by Mr. Yao Wang, secretary-general of Education Forum for Asia at noon on Oct.
22 at Beijing Nirvana Resort. Mr. Yasuyuki Aoshima, director and representative of
UNESCO Beijing made a speech for the event. The Closing Ceremony also featured the
award ceremony for the First Asian Students Photography Contest and Exhibition, VIP at-
tendees from 14 countries presented prizes and certificates of merit for prize winners of the
contest.

In addition, the Organizing Committee of Education Forum for Asia signed contracts
with China Youth Daily, RENMIN University of China, Beijing Geely University, Beijing

Aviation and Transportation Training Center, Business Watch Magazine and Euro-China
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Business on projects such as Asia Tourism Development Forum, Asia Student Photography
Traveling Exhibition, EU Asia Education Development Center and Asia Aviation Institu-
tion.

6. Sub-forums

(1) The Art Education Forum this year was a perfect combination of theory and prac-
tice, the organizer declared that the 2006 - 2007 Asia Art Education Forum will focus on
Folk Music, thereby perpetuating and cultivating the spirit of folk music as well as arousing
people’s concern for folk music.

(2) Some 160 representatives from Australia, Israel, Singapore, Malaysia, China’s
Taiwan SAR and others took part in the Innovation Forum and discussed popular science and
innovative education. |

(3) Nearly a hundred Chinese vocational institutions were attracted to the Asia Voca-
tional Education Development Forum this year, representatives and experts carried on a
thorough discussion that related to vocational education within Asia, such as: how to im-
prove the teaching quality of vocational education by utilizing the latest teaching theories,
management measures and training mechanisms; and how to narrow the gap in teaching
quality between developed and underdeveloped regions. All attendees reached an agreement
that the annual conference is a favorable platform for establishing cooperative relationships
and useful communication.

(4) Viewed with high significance and value by the department of international ex-
change and cooperation of the Chinese Education Ministry, the Bilingual Education Forum
this year mainly focused on ideas that would promote and enhance bilingual education in
high schools. The forum was successful in helping .thc China Scholarship Council award key
Chinese high schools a qualification which would allow them to recruit overseas students un-
der the preparatory schools program.

7. The First Asian University Students Photography Exhibition-This exhibition was co-
hosted by Education Forum for Asia and China Youth Daily, organized by China Renmin

University and assisted by Beijing Jili University. It is centered on “Youth, Nation and Na-
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ture” and focused on Cheer for youth, wishes for nation”. The purpose of the exhibition
is to further promote long-standing Asian culture, nurture the customs and qualities of the
youth in every Asian nation and promote the exchange of arts and aesthetics of Asian univer-
sity students. The organizing committee has received nearly 700 pieces of work by universi-
ty students from 14 Asian countries and regions including mainland of China ,Hong Kong,
Macao ,Taiwan .South Korea, Mongolia Japan, Viet Nam  Nepal, Singapore  Malaysia .
Bangladesh .India and the United Arab Emirates.

The price-winning works will go on tour to more than 50 universities around the coun-

try to enlarge the influence of the exhibition.
IV. Fruitful Sessions

1. Sessions that have promoted the multilateral cooperation between leaders of Educa-
tion Departments in the Asia-Pacific region:

The Round Table of Ministers and the Boao Consultative and Cooperative Meeting dur-
ing this annual conference realized multilateral communication and cooperation between
high-level educational officials in the region. In addition, the atmosphere of equality and
cordiality at the round table helped the representatives of the conference understand better
the necessity for “increasing understanding, enhancing exchange and realizing common de-
velopment” , allowing them to reach consensus from many differing perspectives and pro-
pose many constructive suggestions for the further development of this forum.

e The consensuses and ambitions reached.

(1) More attention should be given to the evaluation of educational quality and degree
acceptability between countries.

(2) It is necessary to build an Information Communication Technologies (ICT) net-
work including settihg up a scholarship and educational resource sharing system.

(3) The scale and the quality of cross-board educational services should be enlarged
and improved.

(4) There should be an increase in student and teacher exchanges between countries.

¢ Innovative suggestions

07,3
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(1) We should arrange to set up the Asia Degree Recognition Committee.

" During the 2004 and 2005 annual conference, broad ideas were exchanged on the issue
of degree recognition. Willingness to accelerate degree acceptability and facilitate exchanges
and employment of students and scholars in the region was also expressed. In this annual
conference, some countries proposed that the organizing committee should set up an expert
committee on degree recognition. They also gave constructive suggestions on its establish-
ment .primary work and contents. UNESCO has also promised to send experts on the issue
to support our forum.

(2) We will arrange the establishment of an Asia-Euro Education Cooperation Com-
mittee to build a bridge for Asia and Europe to cooperate further in Education.

At the Asia-Euro Education Cooperation Meeting, the Education Minister of Nepal first
suggested to set up an Asia-Europe Education Cooperation Committee, which aroused a
strong response arilong other Ministers of Education. The meeting concluded that Mr. José
DESMARETS, President of the Euro-China Centre for Business Cooperation, Former Vice-
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Belgium, Mr. Nirj DEVA, Chairman of Committee on
Overseas Cooperation and Development of European Parliament and Yao Wang, Secretary
General of Education Forum for Asia-Beijing will be the coordinators taking primary respon-
sibility for the preparatory work of this committee and frame it before the 2007 annual con-
ference.

(3) We will prepare to construct an ICT Expert Committee.

The project has been green lighted and will be led by one of the initiators, Mrs. Jenny
Shipley , Former Premiér of New Zealand. There will be one expert and one chairman at the
primary stage.

The committee is aimed at enhancing the quality and prevalence of education in the re-
gion. By training more students and teachers, the committee will help to reduce illiteracy ,
remove sex discrimination and injustice in less developed areas, share education resources
and information making it easily accessible within the Asia-Pacific region as well as making

Internet education a more convenient and efficient value added service.



