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Part One Rhetoric






Chapter 1 Introduction

1. What Is Rhetoric?

What is rhetoric? This is the question facing any reader or
writer who is engaged in the study of English rhetoric. Rhetoric,
according to Longman Modern English Dictionary, is the art or sci-
ence of communication in words. Whether speaking or writing, one
has to get oneself across effectively, i. e. , to be eloquent, accurate,
impressive , persuasive and expressive. The study of how to express
oneself effectively, generally speaking, is the main concern of
rhetoric.

It is known to all that language is the means of communication
of man. But man is confined by many factors while applying this
means of communication. Such factors, to a certain extent, may be
classified into linguistic factors and non-linguistic ones. Linguistic
factors refer to the rules concerning the language itself such as
grammar. People must follow these rules in their speaking or writ-
ing, otherwise they would not be properly understood ; on the other
hand, non-linguistic factors refer to the speaker’s or the writer’s
mood, age, position, occupation and education ete. Also the audi-
ence’ s mood, age;, position, occupation and education etc. should

¢« 3



