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Foundations of Democracy introduces you to four ideas which are basic to our constitutional

form of government: authority, privacy, responsibility, and justice. These are not only ideas
that need to be grasped in order to understand the foundations of our government, but they
are crucial to evaluating the important differences between a constitutional democracy and a

society that is not free.
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Preface

Foundations of Democracy introduces you to four ideas which are
basic to our constitutional form of government: authority, privacy,
responsibility, and justice. These are not only ideas that need to be grasped
in order to understand the foundations of our government, but they are
crucial to evaluating the important differences between a constitutional
democracy and a society that is not free.

There are costs or burdens that we must bear in order to preserve our
freedom and the values on which our nation was founded. There are many
situations in which hard choices need to be made between competing
values and interests. In this course of study, you will be challenged to
discuss and debate situations involving the use of authority and the
protection of privacy. You will be asked to decide how responsibilities
should be fulfilled and how justice could be achieved in a number of
situations.

You will learn different approaches and ideas, which we call “intellectual
tools,” to evaluate these situations. Intellectual tools help you think clearly
about issues of authority, privacy, responsibility, and justice. They help you
develop your own positions, and support your positions which reasons.

The knowledge and skills you gain in this course of study will assist
you not only in addressing issues of public policy, but also in everyday
situations you face in your private life. By thinking for yourself, reaching
your own conclusions, and defending your positions, you can be a more
effective and active citizen in a free society.
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What do Jefferson's words in the Declaration of Independence imply about

the source of governmental authority?
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