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PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA
MESSAGE
1 am happy that to commemorate the 150" birth anniversary of Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore, a compilation of his timeless writing is being brought out in

the Chinese language. 1t is a befitting way to recall the great poet’s deep interest
in China and his effonts to bring our two ancient Asian civilizations closer to cach
other.

Writing in the early 20 Century with a pervading spirit of universal
humanism, Gurudev Tagore dealt with subj that found beyond
India. including in China. Gurudev's visits to China, where he had fruitful
interactions with Chinese intellectuals of the day, are well remembered both in
India and China. He also pioncered the study of China and the Chinese language
by establishing *Cheena Bhavan in Shanti Niketan in the 1930s. During my State
Visit to China earlier this year, I unveiled his bust in Shanghai as a tribute o his
contributions to build bridges of friendship between the peoples of India and
Ching. | noticed during this visit that he evokes enthusiasm and continues 10 be
held in high esteem by the Chinese people. The present volume, | am sure, will
enable them 1o better appreciate his writing, and through this, to understand his
land and people.

I appreciate the efforts of the co-editors and others involved in this
monumental project and extend my best wishes.

hal bba izt e
(Pratibha Devisingh Patil) -
New Delhi
July 15,2010
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